6/25/2008
Ms. Anne K. Quinlan, Esq.

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423

RE:  Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Acting Secretary Quinlan:

My name is Robert Cornwell.  I am a retired employee of the Grand Trunk Western railroad, having spent 41 years in its Transportation and Engineering departments.  While I have been retired for a number of years, I feel very strongly that continued delay on your part in consideration of Canadian National’s request to purchase the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway in Illinois and Indiana goes against sound transportation policy, as inaction delays what can be of clear benefit to the manufacturing industry in this country.

Two of the positions I held with the Grand Trunk Western railroad were Manager of Real Estate and Industrial Development and Chief Engineer.  Having worked in the Chicago area I was very familiar with service and operational requirements of industries.
The role of freight transportation is vital to the well-being of the manufacturers and industries that use rail.  I feel badly for businesses that are trying to compete globally, as there are so many challenges, not the least of which is skyrocketing fuel costs.  It must be very frustrating for them to try to get by, since they have no control over many of these escalating costs. 

Canadian National, as a private company, is trying to use its shareholder monies to partially solve the transportation challenges its customers face, but local communities appear to be going overboard in shortsighted efforts to oppose it, mostly because they do not want one more train in their community.  I don't believe they will stop buying their groceries, their clothes, their houses, their vehicles, or anything else, which are still very affordable, largely due to the fact that the Canadian National moves goods and materials safely and consistently.  They are either totally ignoring the benefits that a well-functioning transportation system brings to their community or they are simply too involved in their own world to realize that this country needs to make a lot of improvements in its transportation systems, including railroads.  CN's attempt to improve part of the rail network, without taxpayer funds, is EXACTLY the sort of effort that we all should be congratulating them for, not delaying it.

Our government, including the Surface Transportation Board, needs to assist business, especially as domestic businesses are finding it increasingly hard to compete around the world.  Freight rail service is important to the competitiveness of our businesses and this transaction would certainly benefit businesses that transport things to or from areas beyond the Chicago region. 

I strongly encourage the STB to approve CN’s proposed acquisition of the EJ&E as soon as possible.

Yours very truly,

Robert P. Cornwell
5906 Linkside Lane

Belmont, MI 49306

USA
