Marc & Jamie Benovic
11570 Anise Drive

Frankfort, IL  60423

815-806-8717

RE: STB Finance Docket No. FD 35087

We are writing to voice our concerns regarding the impending sale of the EJ&E railroad line to Canadian National Railway.

We live in Frankfort Illinois, approximately 150 yards south of the railroad tracks.  The back of our lot faces the railroad tracks.  Our house is just east of 116th Ave, at the point where the two tracks converge into one.  We have been told that the second track will be extended all the way to Joliet.  We have been told to expect an increase of traffic from 6 to over 28 trains per day.
Our main concerns are:

Noise:  Since we are very close to the crossing at 116th Ave, we clearly hear the train horns.  With the increase in train frequency, this will occur approximately every 50 minute – day and night.  Summertime is especially a concern when we like to sleep with our windows open.
Vibration:  The additional traffic will increase the total amount of vibration absorbed by our house.  This is also compounded by the increased train length.  This will no doubt have an impact on the structure of our house.
Increase in hazmat cargo:  We have been told to expect a six fold increase in hazardous material traveling along this route.  The odds of an incident increase by that amount.  What type of additional resources will be available to our local community in the event of an incident?  With our close proximity to the tracks, we will undoubtedly be the first to be evacuated.
Quiet zone:  What are the chances of establishing a Quiet Zone so the trains do not need to sound their horn for each passing?
Property value:  Probably the biggest concern is that all of the above will have an impact on our property value.  We have already spoken with a Real Estate agent for their opinion on how this will affect the value of our home.  They said to expect an immediate reduction in value of $30,000.
Thank you for your giving us the opportunity to voice our concerns.  We hope it has not been in vain and the board will seriously take everyone’s concerns to heart.

We would be happy to discuss this further if you wish.
Sincerely,

Marc & Jamie Benovic

