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July 23, 2008

Honorable Anne Quinlan
Acting Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

Re: Abandonment of Trackage in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota
STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Secretary Quinlan:

Please find enclosed for filing the unbound original and ten copies of Soo Line Railroad
Company's Environmental and Historic Reports plus three electronic copies pursuant to
49 C.F.R. Part 1105. A copy of the transmittal letter pursuant to 49 C F R. g 1105 11 is also
enclosed

I also enclose a duplicate copy of this letter and self-addressed stamped envelope to be stamped
with the filing date and returned to the undersigned.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

LF.QNARD, STlfejSTTWD DEINARD

W. Karl Hansen
«UL s^

Enclosure *- A- W

cc: Parties on the Attached Service List
Bill Turtle
Judy Mitchell
Steve Fisk
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July 23, 2008

To: Persons on the attached Service List

Re: Soo Line Railroad Company - Notice of Intent to File Notice of Exemption -
Abandonment of Trackage in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota
STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Sir/Madam.

On August 13,2008, Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") expects to file with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Verified Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
approximately 61 miles of trackage located in Bottmcau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North
Dakota between milepost Milepost 535 +/- (m Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 •*/- (in Bisbee)
Attached is an Environmental Report and an Historic Report descnbing the proposed action and
any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area

Soo Line is providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis
for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the information
is misleading or incorrect, it* you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington,
DC 20423, telephone (202) 245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No 56X).
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this
action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated
within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact the undersigned directly.

Very truly yours.

^T AND DEIKARD «moD««ci«
]ings

ranscn
Enclosures

541754*1
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SERVICE LIST

U.S Environmental Protection Agency

Robert E. Roberts
Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595WynkoopSt.
Denver, Colorado 80202-1129

U.S Fish and Wildlife Service

Stephen Guertin
Regional Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Boulevard
Lakcwood. Colorado S0228

US Army Corps of Engineers

Col. David C Press
Commander, Omaha District
U S Army Corps of Engineers
106S 15th Street
Omaha, NE 68102-1618

Col Jon L Chnstcnscn
Distnct Engineer and Commander. Saint Paul District
US Army Corps of Engineers
190 5th Street East, Suite 401
St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

National Park Service

Ernie Quintuna
Regional Director
National Park Service
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

National Geodetic Survey

David B. Zilkoski
Director
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282
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U S Geologic Survey

Mark Myers
Director
U S Geological Survey Headquarters
John W Powell Federal Building
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, Virginia 20192

U.S Soil and Conservation Service

J R. Flores
State Conservationist
North Dakota Natural Resources Conservation Service
Federal Building, Room 270
220 East Rosser Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501

State Clearinghouse

The State of North Dakota has no designated clearinghouse

State Department of Transportation for North Dakota

Francis G Zicglcr. P.E.
Director
North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

State Environmental Protection Agency for North Dakota

David Glatt
Chief of Environmental Health Department
North Dakota Dep't of Health
Environmental Health Section
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

State Historic Preservation Office for North Dakota

Albert 1. Berger
President
North Dakota State Historical Board
612 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck. ND 58505-0830
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Bottmcau County

Jeff Beyer, Chair
Botuneau County Board of Commissioners
314 West 5th Street
County Courthouse
Bottmcau, ND 58318-1204

Rolette County

Joseph Baker, Chair
Rolette County Board of Commissioners
P O Box 939
County Courthouse
Rolla, ND 58367-0939

Towner County

David Lagcm. Chair
Towner County Board of Commissioners
7255 94th Street NE
Rock Lake, ND 58365

City of Kramer

Myron Brandt
Mayor of Kramer
P.O. Box 25
Kramer, ND 58748

City of Gardcna

Scott Loc
Mayor of Gardena
315 Mam Street
Kramer, ND 58748

City of Overly

Harvey Wittmayer
Mayor of Overly
149 Anderson Street
Overly, ND 58384
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CitvofRolctte

Paul David
Mayor of Rolcttc
P O Box 38
Rolcttc. ND 58366

CitvofMvIo

Larry Schell
Mayor of Mylo
P.O. Box 22
Mylo, ND 58353

Citv of Bisbec

Audrey Burcll
Mayor of Bisbee
P.O. Box 188
Bisbcc,ND 58317

Local and Regional Planning Aucncics

Richard Rude, Chairman
Cecil Township Board
2540 89th Street NE
Overly, ND 58384

Tim Dcbclc, Chairman
Elysian Township Board
269 87th Street NE
Kramer, ND 58748

Allen Johnson, Chairman
Kohlmeicr Township Board
8850 28th Avenue
Rolette,ND 58366

Richard Gust, Chairman
Stone Creek Township Board
P.O. Box 43
Kramer, ND 58748
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Dean Milbrath, Chairman
Oak Creek Township Board
8975 Co. Rd. 47
Bottincau, ND 58318

David Reamer, Chairman
Willow Vale Township Board
1434 85th Street NE
Willow City, ND 58384

David Solbcrg, Chairman
New City Township Board
5431 82nd Street NF.
Agate, ND 58310
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D C

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY - )
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE )
LOCATED IN BOTTINEAU, ROLETTE, ) DOCKET NO. AB-57
AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH ) (SUB-NO 56X)
DAKOTA )

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION TO ABANDON PURSUANT TO 49 C F.R. § 1152 50
A 61 +/- MILE LINE OF RAILROAD BETWEEN MILEPOST 535 +/- (IN KRAMER) AND

MILEPOST 474.5 (IN BISBEE) WHICH TRAVERSES THROUGH UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE ZIP CODES 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, AND 58317 IN BO'ITINEAU,

ROLETTE, AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
IN COMPLIANCE WITH

49C.FR. PART 1105

ENTERED
SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANYMKcoof Procr-flng.

(d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway) jyi 2 5 ZQ03

LEONARD, STREET and DEINARD pub£cRecorti
Professional Association

W. Karl Hansen
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Tel. (612)335-7088
Fax. (612)335-1657

Attorney for Applicant
Service Date: July 23, 2008
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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C.

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY - )
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE )
LOCATED IN BOTTINEAU, ROLETTE, ) DOCKET NO. AB-57
AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH ) (SUB-NO. 56X)
DAKOTA )

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION TO ABANDON PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50
A 61 -/- MILE LINE OF RAILROAD BETWEEN MILEPOST 535 +/- (IN KRAMER) AND

MILEPOST 474.5 (FN BISBEE) WHICH TRAVERSES THROUGH UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE ZIP CODES 58748, 58384, 58366. 58353, AND 58317 IN BOTTINEAU.

ROLETTE, AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
IN COMPLIANCE WITH

49 C.F.R. PART 1105

The following information is submitted to the Surface Transportation Board by Soo Line
Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway in accordance with the Board's
reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. Section 1105 7, for the purpose of assisting the
Board in its preparation of an environmental document regarding Soo Line's Verified Notice of
Exemption under 49 U S C § 10502 from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903,
permitting the abandonment of a 61 +/- mile line of railroad between Milcpost 535 +/- (in
Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee) that traverses through United States Postal Service
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317 in Bottmeau. Rolcttc, and Towner Counties,
North Dakota

REQUIREMENTS OF 49 C.F R. SECTION 1105.7

Section 1105.7(bl( 1) - (11) Distribution.

(b) At least 20 days prior to filing with the Board a notice of exemption, petition for
exemption, or an application for abandonment or discontinuance the applicant must serve
copies of the Environmental Report on1

(1) The State Clearinghouse of each State involved (or other stale equivalent
agency if the State has no clearinghouse);
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(2) The State Environmental Protection Agency of each State involved;

(3) The State Coastal Zone Management Agency for any state where the
proposed activity would affect land or water uses within that State's coastal zone;

(4) The head of each county (or comparable political entity including any
Indian reservation) through which the line goes;
(5) The appropriate regional offices of the Environmental Protection Agency,
(6) The U S. Fish and Wildlife Service;

(7) The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;

(8) The National Park Service;

(9) The U.S. Soil Conservation Service;

(10) The National Geodetic Survey (formerly known as the Coast and Geodetic
Survey) as designated agent for the National Geodetic Survey and the U.S.
Geological Survey; and;

(11) Any other agencies that have been consulted in preparing the report.

See List of Parties Consulted and Certificate of Service, attached as Exhibit No 1.

Section 1105.7(c) Certification of Service of Environmental Report: In its Environmental
Report, the applicant must certify that it has sent copies of the Environmental Report to the
agencies listed and within the time specified in paragraph (b) of this section and that it has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the report These consultations should be
made far enough in advance to afford those agencies a reasonable opportunity to provide
meaningful input.

Sec List of Parties Consulted and Certificate of Service, attached as Exhibit No 1.

Section 1105.7(c) Publication of Newspaper Notice of Intent to Abandon: Finally, in every
abandonment exemption case, applicant shall certify that it has published in a newspaper of
general circulation in each county through which the line passes a notice that alerts the public to
the proposed abandonment, to available reuse alternatives, and to how it may participate in the
STB proceeding.

The 7owner County Record Herald in Cando, North Dakota published the Notice
for Publication specified at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 on June 28,2008. The Turtle
Mountain Star in Rolla, North Dakota published the Notice for Publication
specified at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 on June 30,2008 The Bottmeau Courant in
Bottmcau, North Dakota published the Notice for Publication specified at
49 C.F.R § 1105.12on July 1,2008. Copies of the newspaper notices, Certificate
of Counsel, and Affidavits of Publication are attached as Exhibit No. 2.

Section 1105.7(d) Documentation: Any written responses received from agencies that were
contacted in preparing the Environmental Report shall be attached to the report. Oral responses
from such agencies shall be briefly summan/ed in the report and the names, titles, and telephone
numbers of the persons contacted shall be supplied A copy of, or appropriate citation to, any
reference materials relied upon also shall be provided.
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AH the agencies referenced at 49 C.I7 R Section 1105.7(b) were contacted by
letters dated June 13,2008 to solicit comments. See Exhibit Nos 1 and 4.
Responses received to date have been incorporated along with Soo Line's
analysis. Copies of responses arc attached as Exhibit No. 3. Subsequent written
comments may be received by SEA and Soo Line.

Status of written and oral comments received:

1105.7(b")f 1) State Clearinghouse.

The State of North Dakota has no designated clearinghouse. The North Dakota
Department of Transportation and the North Dakota State Historical Board have
been solicited tor comments.

1105.7(b)(2^ State Environmental Protection Agency:

The North Dakota Department of Health's Environmental Health Section was
contacted by letter on June 13, 2008, and its response is included in Exhibit 3

1105.7(01(3) State Coastal Zone Management Agency for North Dakota-

The State of North Dakota is not within a designated coastal zone.

1105.7fbK4) Head of Each County Through Which The Line Goes:

The head of each county and the city executives through which the tracks run
were contacted by letter on June 13,2008, but no responses have been received to
date.

1105 7(b)(51 Appropriate Regional Offices of the Environmental Protection Agency.

The Regional Director of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency was
contacted by letter on June 13,2008 but no response has been received to date.

1105 7(bV6) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services-

The Regional Director of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted by letter
on June 13,2008, and its response is included in Exhibit 3

1105.7fbK7) U.S. Armv Corps of Engineers.

The Omaha District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was contacted by letter
on June 13, 2008, and its response is included in Exhibit 3. The Omaha District
forwarded the correspondence to the Saint Paul District on June 19,2008, which
has not provided a response to date.
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1105.7fbV81 National Park Service:

The Regional Director of the National Park Service was contacted by letter on
June 13,2008, but no response has been received to date.

1105.7(bl(9) U S Soil Conservation Service:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service was contacted by letter on June 13,
2008, and its response is included m Exhibit 3.

1105 TfbVIOl National Geodetic Survey:

The National Geodetic Survey was contacted by letter on June 13,2008, but no
response has been received to date.

1105.7fbV10) U S. Geological Survey:

The U.S. Geological Survey was contacted by letter on June 13,2008, and its
response is included in Exhibit 3.

1105.7fe¥31 Local and Regional Planning Activities:

The Cecil, Elysian, Kohlmcicr, Stone Creek, Oak Creek, Willow Vale, and Head
of New City Township Boards were contacted by letter on June 13,2008, but no
responses have been received to date.

Other Comments Received:

No other comments have been received.

Section 1105.7f e) Content: The Environmental Report shall include all of the information
specified in this paragraph, except to the extent that applicant explains why any portion(s) are
inapplicable. If an historic report is required under § 1105.8, the Environmental Report should
also include the Historic Report required by that section.

The Historic Report pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8 is attached as Exhibit No 5

Section 1105.7fe)fT) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
descnbc any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

The proposed action is the abandonment of 61 miles of track in Bottmeau,
Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota The track has been out of service
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and no traffic has moved over the line for over eight years Any overhead
trackage has already been rerouted over other lines. Following abandonment, any
remaining ties and rails will be removed Ties and rail will be either recycled or
disposed of in an appropriate manner. Detailed maps of the project arc included
as Appendices A and B to the Historic Report attached as Exhibit No. 5.

Section 1105.7(c)(2) Transportation System: Describe the effects of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger
or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the
proposed action

No traffic will be diverted to other transportation systems by the abandonment of
this out-of-scrvicc line of railroad. The elimination of 120 at-grade crossings will
improve vehicle safety for North Dakota's transportation system

Section 1105.7(c)(3)(0 Land Use: Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning
agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any
inconsistencies

The Cecil, Elysian, Kohlmcicr, Stone Creek. Oak Creek, Willow Vale, and Head
of New City Township Boards were contacted by letter on June 13,2008, but no
responses have been received to date

Section 1105.7(c)f3)(iiV Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any pnme agricultural land.

Based on consultation with the U.S Soil Conservation Service, the proposed
action will have no effect on any pnme agncultural land.

Section 1105.7(eH3)(in): If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by 49 C F R. § 1105 9

The State of North Dakota is not within a designated coastal zone.

Section 1105.7(c)(3)(ivV If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S C 10906 and explain why

The right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public use.

Section 1105 7(e)(4)(0 Energy: Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the development and
transportation of energy resources, or on the movement and/or recovery of
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recyclable commodities because no such energy resources or recyclable
commodities are presently transported over this line

Section 1105.7fc1(4)fii): Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

No impact is anticipated.

Section 1105.7(cK4)(iiO: State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

No impact is anticipated.

Section 1105.7feM4Miv'): If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

A. 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

B. An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of repetitive
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in § 1105.7(c)(4)(iii) need not be
supplied if the more detailed information § 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required

The proposed action will not cause any diversion from rail to motor carriage

Section 110S.7(cV5)(il Air. If the proposed action will result in either

A. An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected
by the proposal; or

B. An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity); or

C. An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or SO vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect
on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10505) to construct a new
line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day
provision in subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply

The proposed abandonment:

A. Will not result in an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent or an increase of
at least eight trains per day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposed
abandonment.
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B. Will not result in an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured
by carload activity).

C Will not result in an average increase in truck traffic by 10 percent or 50 vehicles
per day for any affected road segment.

Section 1105.7(eH5)(h): If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

A. An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line;

B. An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

C. An average increase in truck traffic or more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation
Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. 10505), or a
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply

The proposed abandonment:

A. Will not result in an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent or an increase of
at least three trains per day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposed
abandonment.

B. Will not result in an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured
by carload activity)

C. Will not result in an average increase in truck traffic by 10 percent or 50 vehicles
per day for any affected road segment

Section 1105 7feM5)(niV If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide
and freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency or service; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent available)
on derailments, accidents and spills, contingency plans to deal with accidental spills: and the
likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depicting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

Transportation of ozone depleting materials are not involved

Section 1105.7fe)(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:
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(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(li) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive
receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and
nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors if
the thresholds are surpassed.

None of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section will be surpassed.

Section 1105.7(e)(71(i) Safety: Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and
safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

Public health and safety will not be affected adversely by the proposed abandonment

Section 1105.7(cM7Kn): If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any speed
restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an
accidental release of hazardous materials.

No hazardous materials are currently transported over this line segment

Section 1105.7(c)(7)(iii): If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous matenals spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites
and the types of ha/ardous matenals involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or hazardous material spills on the
nght-of-way. A Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment was completed in
August 2007. A copy of the assessment will be made available upon request.

Section 1105.7(c)(81(i) Biological Resources: Based on consultation with the U S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a cntical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

The Regional Director of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted by letter
on June 13,2008, but no response has been received to date.

Section 1105.7fc)(8)(ii1: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests be affected, and describe any effects.

No sanctuaries, state parks, or refuges will be adversely affected by the proposed
abandonment as none exist along the right-of-way.

4466491vI



Section 1105.7(e)(9¥0 Water: Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable federal, state, or local
water quality standards. Soo Line will take proper care during salvage activities
to prevent any impact on water quality

Section 1105 7(e)(9)(ii): Based on consultation with the U S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected.
Describe the effects.

Permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act are not required for the
proposed action. No designated wetlands or 100-year Hood plains will be
adversely affected. The U.S Army Corps of Engineers has been notified of the
proposed abandonment.

Section 1105.7(c)(9)(iiO: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency or the State Environmental Protection or Equivalent Agency if
they are unsure whether such permits are required).

Because no in-stream salvage activities are contemplated, no permits under
Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (NPDES permit requirements) are required.

Section 1105.7(e)(10') Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

Soo Line docs not anticipate any adverse effect to the environment Other than
using appropriate care in conducting salvage operations, no mitigation will be
necessary.

Section 1105.7feU IT) Additional Information for Rail Constructions: The following additional
information should be included for rail construction proposals (including connecting track
construction).

Not applicable.

Section 1105 8 Histonc Reports: (a) An applicant proposing an action identified in § 1105 6(a)
or (b), or an action in § 1105.6(c) that will result in the lease, transfer, or sale of a railroad's line,
sites or structures, must submit (with its application, petition or notice) the Historic Report
described in paragraph (d) of this section, unless excepted under paragraph (b) of this section
This report should be combined with the Environmental Report where one is required. The
purpose of the Historic Report is to provide the Board with sufficient information to conduct the
consultation process required by the National Historic Preservation Act.
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The Historic Report is attached as Exhibit No 5

Section 1105.9 Coastal Zone Management Act Requirements- If the proposed action affects land
or water uses within a State coastal zone designated pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management
Act (16 U.S.C 1451 et seq.) applicant must comply with the following procedures

The State of North Dakota is not within a designated coastal zone.

END OF REPORT
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Exhibit No. 1

Certificate of Service of Environmental and Historic Report
and List of Parties Consulted
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

I hereby certify that on July 23,2008.1 served the Environmental Report and Historic

Report relative to STB Docket No AB-57 (Sub-No 56X), pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50,

1105.7(b), (c); and 1105.11. by First Class U S Mail properly addressed and with postage

prepaid upon the parties listed on the attached List of Parties Consulted.

Dated at Minneapolis. Minnesota this 23rd day of July, 2008

W. Karl Hansen
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ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORICAL REPORT

LIST OF PARTIES CONSULTED

STB DOCKET NO AB-57 (SUB-NO. 56X1

Parties consulted in preparing Environmental and Historical Reports - Soo Line
Company (d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway) - Abandonment of a 61 +/- Mile Line of Railroad
Between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee) That Traverses
Through United States Postal Sendee Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317, m
Bottincau, Rolette. and Towner Counties, North Dakota

FEDERAL AGENCIES CONSULTED

Appropriate Regional Officc(s) of the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Robert E Roberts
Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 WynkoopSt.
Denver, Colorado 80202-1129

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Stephen Guertm
Regional Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Boulevard
Lakewood, Colorado 80228

U S Army Corps* of Engineers

Col. David C. Press
Commander, Omaha District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
106S. 15th Street
Omaha. NE 68102-1618

Col. Jon L. Chnstenscn
District Engineer and Commander, Saint Paul District
US Army Corps of Engineers
190 5th Street East, Suite 401
St. Paul, MX 55101-1638



National Park Service

Ernie Quintana
Regional Director
National Park Service
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

National Geodetic Survey

David B. Zilkoski
Director
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

U.S. Geologic Survey

Mark Myers
Director
U.S. Geological Survey Headquarters
John W. Powell Federal Building
12201 Sunnse Valley Drive
Reslon, Virginia 20192

US Soil and Conservation Service

J.R. Flores
State Conservationist
North Dakota Natural Resources Conservation Service
Federal Building, Room 270
220 East Rosser Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501
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STATE AGENCIES CONSULTED

State Clearinghouse

The State of North Dakota has no designated clearinghouse

State Department of Transportation for North Dakota

Francis G. Ziegler, P E
Director
North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

State Environmental Protection Agency for North Dakota

David Glatt
Chief of Environmental Health Department
North Dakota Dep't of Health
Environmental Health Section
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

State Historic Preservation Office for North Dakota

Albert 1. Berger
President
North Dakota State Historical Board
612 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830
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Other Political Entities and/or Indian Reservations through which the line runs

Bottincau County

Jeff Beyer, Chair
Bottmeau County Board of Commissioners
314 West 5th Street
County Courthouse
Bottmeau, ND 58318-1204

Rolette County

Joseph Baker, Chair
Rolette County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 939
County Courthouse
Rolla,ND 58367-0939

Towner County

David Lagein, Chair
Towner County Board of Commissioners
7255 94th Street NE
Rock Lake, ND 58365

Citv of Kramer

Myron Brandt
Mayor of Kramer
P.O. Box 25
Kramer, ND 58748

CitvofGardcna

Scott Loe
Mayor of Gardcna
315 Main Street
Kramer, ND 58748

Citv of Overly

Harvey Wittmaycr
Mayor of Overly
149 Anderson Street
Overly, ND 58384

4466491%I



CitvoFRolette

Paul David
Mayor of Rolette
P O Box 38
Rolette, ND 58366

CitvofMvlo

Larry Schell
Mayor of Mylo
P.O. Box 22
Mylo, ND 58353

Citvof Bisbee

Audrey Burell
Mayor of Bisbee
P.O.Box 188
Bisbee, ND 58317

Local and Regional Planning Agencies

Richard Rude, Chairman
Cecil Township Board
2540 89th Street NE
Overly, ND 58384

Tim Dcbclc, Chairman
Elysian Township Board
269 87th Street NE
Kramer, ND 58748

Allen Johnson, Chairman
Kohlmeier Township Board
8850 28th Avenue
Rolctte, ND 58366

Richard Gust, Chairman
Stone Creek Township Board
P.O. Box 43
Kramer, ND 58748
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Dean Milbrath, Chairman
Oak Creek Township Board
8975 Co Rd. 47
Bottincau, ND 58318

David Reamer, Chairman
Willow Vale Township Board
1434 85th Street NE
Willow City, ND 58384

David Solberg, Chairman
New City Township Board
5431 82nd Street NE
Agate, ND 58310
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Exhibit No. 2

Certification of Publication of Newspaper Notice in Newspapers of General Circulation in
Counties where Line is Situated and Affidavits of Publication

(49 C.F.R. Section 1105.12)

4466491vl



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC NOTICE
IN NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN ALBANY COUNTY. NEW YORK

I hereby certify that relative to STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 56X), pursuant to

49 C.F R. Sections 1152.50 and 1105.12, public legal notices were published in the Towner

County Record Herald on June 28, 2008, the Turtle Mountain Star on June 30, 2008, and the

Botiineau Courant on July 1, 2008, which arc newspapers of general circulation in Bottineau,

Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota, where the subject trackage is located.

Dated at Minneapolis, Minnesota this 23rd day of July, 2008

W.TCarl Hanscn
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE of NORTH DAKOTA
County of Towner

NOTICE

IM RMmad Qomwv, (dm CMAA ftttta
nob* M m ff rtnd Auy»l 7,30041

HnA to M Mti ft Sum TiMBMrtMon RM4,
VMMrVan. DC 20*21 B NolM Of EdnpBan indw 4ff
CFR UK 9ubptfl F Camfl

Dw ttendunmn d • At •*• MM In 0
nflnad a«MM nriopM u» •/• <M* Kranmt nd

hnutfi (And Sam tau Smieft ap CMW W4B.
BB»H.»JB> Mm n*9U1T n
And Town Gountt. Hsrti Dohou

Tto DM** Sternal Cmmanurul*ul}M (SEA)
•H MTWilly PRP0T0 flB B
(EAL^Kh

of to Notfcv ot EkflHWui OonMrta on
shoiv ta Bod no

bnr Aon iSdqi HMtfnEA Mam* MUt to flu
«d Ml to liidfiMid n a

mquttn
dm Melon g( OwtamenU AuM (SEAL ButMt

HMD. 38$ E 8kHt &W
dun offln viDtfS. or br

AjpiupMM uifcuoi hancM uuiimn
sen» CM be ifcd «tn •• Bout fUquMa tor

, panic M* cpncMem. w itf
*a an tetta HUM Bead. An

«nd to ggpnal MV ptadtv AM me*

UN, puMp UH, Hid glm * flrwaw mtahnvj •«•!
bt *d Aacvr ** •» *rt» «•• rf *• MVMvyk
39E e mttf, ftw. WniB n̂ DC BOM (Sw

inmrtbt
4 CHI

l
to

tor ••••>•• ihaiU ta MM! on Hw
w Rari HMHR • IMMR), Sknl mri

Soo Urn Rtflmad Company

I, Michael Savaloja, of said State and County, being first
duly sworn on oath, do say: That I am the Publisher of
the Towner County Record Herald, a weekly newspaper
of general circulation, printed and published in the City
of Cando, in the said County and State, and have been
during the time hereinafter mentioned; and that the

a printed copy of which is hereunto annexed, was
published In the regular and entire issue of said newspaper
during the period and time of publication hereinafter
mentioned; and that the notice was published in the
newspaper proper and not in supplement, to-wit:

20081

,20

,20

.,20_

.,20.

_,20_

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

J«.fij A D., 20

day of

'*-* *«
Notary Public, North Dakota

FLOYD H BERGE
Notary Pubic

Stale of Nafh Dakota
My Commission Expires June 27.2012

Publication Fee S
($5 15 per col. inch)



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA)

)ss.
County of Rolette

being first duly

sworn, deposes and says that he is the publisher of the hereinafter

described newspaper and makes this affidavit as such that the annexed

printed copy of Notice of £-*£& IfiPPArf Cf\->

was taken from the Turtle Mountain Star, a newspaper which, during
the whole time of publication of said Notice hereinafter state, had been,
and is printed and published in Rolia, County of Rolette and State of
North Dakota, that the said Notice was published in said newspaper on
ma following dates. <v-
Ĵ\NP ?>0 . 2fPQ 20

, 20 , 20

, 20 , 20

In each and every Issue of the full number thereof, upon which days or
times of publication aforementioned the said newspaper was regularly
published and that the said newspaper was then and is now a bona-fide
legal newspaper published at Rolla, County of RolegBi andjState of
North Dakota

NOTICE

Boo u» MMd Oonvvy. (dta Cmdtan
(Whop) obH noflu lut in or rtnul AuguM 7.2000, k
nhm*Mfi»«HitM BurfHB TmpoMton BBML
WaahmoM. DC 20423. • Noto of EMBpOen undM 4»
CFR. 115Z Bubjwi F - tend ww "

rinndoriMrt d • fti O- mft In el
n mwort 630 » (Mr KWMl) Md

•nugh Unbd SMH PnW 9**» Dp OodN SIMb
9B3B4. SM. HSU. nd 6017, n BcBnMu. AM*
•M Toww CawMH. Norti Mum
*lb»dDduMMNaAB47(BlMlD BOX).

TIM BawOh S«ton d EmMmmul **»* (GSA
• BMNniy pnpn in Em*nt»i«M AiNMnM
CA)

pniw »̂n«i MI MIMW in«an ihadU tw BM n
UW An IS dqn MM •» EA bmna MMto to •»
pubHe ind «• to idJiiiiia m • Bond dMtan.

rapnfcg mfeonmnH mbn by wittng ID
EiNtanrMiM MMyoli (SEA).

BOWd. » E 8MM.
W«Mi0kM,DC. 80433. Bf IV Crifag >Mt
190̂ 245405

8.W.

tDmrtM oMra tf ttamW
lMan twMiMi tta Boad.

nMwrartd oonddonBh pwuic IBV

DrtgbHl M) 10 oopte d
otMr OIM •wtamnW HUM (Mh • rtb

BoftdDi Onl09 tf Ai WtttfM
305 E Start. 8W, WMNngVA DC 2BO* OB*

NMd on WfCMrfl r̂ MiirtMln DBw tt CPI
llOMaMB OMrtom ngnnfeq dNn d fci

(vBMrtDi Ofltat dDongranhMl ud Ada Bmfew

tor eonddm ihadd ta MHHJ «n t«
MMBDM. W IM HMM • Uavd. 8n« md

Dmd, isoanfli FM SMM. MM 2300.

Soo Line Railroad Company
(dMb Cntfw Mfe iWMrt

Notary Public. Rolette County
North Dakota

DFBBIE OISHER
Notary Public

State of North Dakota
My Commission Expires Aug 20.2013
••̂ BpBf̂ ^^ l̂"̂ ^Pi"̂ *"î ^^W^>^^ "̂̂ ^^ '̂̂ ^^^^



Affidavit of Publication
NOTICE

Soo Urn Rtiroad Company, (dfb/a Ca-
nadian Pacffic RaSway) gives notice that
•on or about August 7.2008, It Intends to
'He wUh the Surface Transportation Board.
Washington. DC 20423. a Notes of Ewnp-
(Don under 49 C.FR. 1152 Subpart F -
lExfirnpt Abandonments permuting the aban-
idonmenl of a 61 +/- mte bne of rahoad
ibelwcen rrttepost 535+/-(near Kramer) and
irriUepost 474 5 +/- (near Bfe-bee) and which
toverses through United States Postal
tSerace Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366,
S8353, and 5B317, In Botthwau, Rotate,
fend Tovmer Counties, North Dakota. The
pocMdlng wB be docketed as No. AB-57
(SubNoSfiX)
The Board's Section of Environmental

•Analysis (SEA) wl generally prepare an
Environmental Assessment (EA). which wOl

--- u ,,̂ j. ,,e •*«. rtw thft filna

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
County of Bottneau ) ss

I. being first duly sworn, on my
oath, say that I am the bookkeeper of The Bottmeau Courant, a weekly
newspaper of general circulation, published in the City of Bottineau. in said
county and state, and that the advertisement headed.

a printed copy of which Is here annexed, was published in the regular and entire
issue of said newspaper during the period and time of publication, and that the
notice was published in the newspaper proper, and not in a supplement.

'nonreny DO BVWOUW u **,]* •-—. _. „
,of flw Notice of Exemption Comments on
•environmental and energy matters should
'be filed no later than 15 days after the EA
becomes avsiabte tothe public and wril be
laddressed m a Board deceun, Interested
(persons may obtain a copy of the EA or
intake mqumes regarding envlronmentai
.matters by wriSng to the Section of Env*-'
'ronmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Trans-,
'portaton Board, 395 E Street S.W Wasln
rngton, DC. 20423. or by cahng that office

>at 202 245 0295
Approprtete offers of financial assistance

- -. i—d«lwHhHiA,

for consecutive week to wit:

Straight Matter Lines

First Time Line Rate

Subsequent Line Rates

Tabulated Lines

First Time Line Rate

Subsequent Line Rates

Column Inches

First Tims Inch Rate

Subsequent Inch Rates

Notary Fee

.20.

n-f .20 ng

10 OunmuB ran •c>»wt —.. —

Board Requests for environmental conaV
jams, pubflc use condftms. or rafl bBftangf
trails use also can be fDed with the Board.
An anginal and 10 copies of any pleading
that raises matters other than environmen-
tal Issues (such as trails use. public use,
and offered financial asste-tence) must be
fled directly with the Board's Office of (he
Secretary, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington.
•DC 20423 |See 49 CFR 1104.1(8) and
1104 3(a)], and one copy must be served
:on applicant's representative (See 49 CFR
,110412(a)]. Quas-tnns regarding offers
of financial assistance, public use or trails
.use may be (Erected to the Board's Office
±CZK£!̂ "1!. ̂  Se™ICWJLl Subscribed and sworn to me before this12022450230. Copies of any comments wD Uu 0

| w requests fwrondrtions should be served A..D. 20
ion the applicants repre-wntattve, W Kail
jHansen at Leonard, Street and Delnard, 150
jj South Filth Street. Suite 2300. Mln ""*"
; MM 55402.612̂ 35-1500. *-

..20.

..20.

..20.

..20.

.-20.

..20.

..20

Total Cost of Legal, S 33* ft /

_day of=£li
¥

: Public, State of North Dakota

My Commission expires ( (- 20 OS.

N3̂



Exhibit No 3

Responses to Environmental Scoping Correspondence Sent June 13,2008
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NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT of HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
Gold Seal Center. 918 E. Divide Ave.

Bismarck. ND 58501-1947
701.328.5200 (fax)
www ndhealth.gov

June 23,2008

Mr. W. Karl Hansen
Leonard Street and Deinard
150 South 5* Street, Suite 2300
Minneapolis, MN SS402

Re: Proposed Rail Line Abandonment, Kramer to Bisbee
Bottineau, Rolette and Towner Counties; North Dakota
STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mr. Hansen:

This department has reviewed the information concerning the above-referenced project submitted
under date of June 13,2008, with respect to possible environmental impacts.

This department believes that environmental impacts from the proposed railroad abandonment
will be minor and can be controlled by proper salvage and disposal methods. With respect to the
abandonment, we have the following comments:

1. Follow Best Management Practices during salvage activities to prevent dirt, construction
debris, and waste material from entering a storm drainage system or water body. This
includes minimal disturbance of stream beds and banks to prevent excess siltation, and the
replacement and revegetation of any disturbed area as soon as possible after work has been
completed. Caution must also be taken to prevent spills of oil and grease that may reach the
receiving water from equipment maintenance, and/or the handling of fuels on the site
Guidelines for minimizing degradation to waterways during construction are attached.

2. Any releases of petroleum products, hazardous, materials, or chemicals that may impact
human health or the environment, which are known to have occurred in the past or are
discovered in the project area during abandonment and salvage operations, must be reported
to the North Dakota Department of Health. The Department's Environmental Emergency
Response Contacts List is attached.

3. Projects disturbing one or more acres are required to have a permit to discharge storm water
runoff until the site is stabilized by the reestablishment of vegetation or other permanent
cover Further information on the storm water permit may be obtained from the
Department's website or by calling the Division of Water Quality (701-328-5210). Also,
cities or counties may impose additional requirements and/or specific best management
practices for construction affecting their storm drainage system. Check with the local
officials to be sure any local storm water management considerations are addressed.

Envnnrnental Health
Section Chiefs Office

7013285150

Division of
Air Quality

7013265188

Division of
Municipal Facilities

701 328 5211

Printed on recycled paper

Division of
Waste Management

701 328 5166

Division of
Water Quality
701 328 5210



Mr. W. Karl Hanscn 2. June 23,2008

The department owns no land in or adjacent to the proposed improvements, nor does it have any
projects scheduled in the area. In addition, we believe the proposed activities are consistent with
the State Implementation Plan for the Control of Air Pollution for the State of North Dakota.

These comments are based on the information provided about the project in the above-referenced
submittal. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers may require a water quality certification from this
department for the project if the project is subject to their Section 404 permitting process. Any
additional information which may be required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under the
process will be considered by this department in our determination regarding the issuance of such
a certification.

If you have any questions regarding our comments, please feel free to contact this office.

Since

L. David Glatt(P.E.ljChief
Environmental Health Section

LDG:cc
Attach.



NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT of HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave

Bismarck. ND 58501-1947
701 328.5200 (fax)
www ndhealth.gov

Construction and Environmental Disturbance Requirements

These represent the minimum requirements of the North Dakota Department of Health.
They ensure that minimal environmental degradation occurs as a result of construction
or related work which has the potential to affect the waters of the State of North Dakota.
All projects will be designed and implemented to restrict the losses or disturbances of
soil, vegetative cover, and pollutants (chemical or biological) from a site.

Soils

Prevent the erosion of exposed soil surfaces and trapping sediments being transported.
Examples include, but are not restricted to, sediment dams or berms, diversion dikes,
hay bales as erosion checks, riprap, mesh or burlap blankets to hold soil during
construction, and immediately establishing vegetative cover on disturbed areas after
construction is completed. Fragile and sensitive areas such as wetlands, riparian
zones, delicate flora, or land resources will be protected against compaction, vegetation
loss, and unnecessary damage.

Surface Waters

All construction which directly or indirectly impacts aquatic systems will be managed to
minimize impacts. All attempts will be made to prevent the contamination of water at
construction sites from fuel spillage, lubricants, and chemicals, by following safe storage
and handling procedures. Stream bank and stream bed disturbances will be controlled
to minimize and/or prevent silt movement, nutrient upsurges, plant dislocation, and any
physical, chemical, or biological disruption. The use of pesticides or herbicides in or
near these systems is forbidden without approval from this Department.

Fill Material

Any fill material placed below the high water mark must be free of top soils,
decomposable materials, and persistent synthetic organic compounds (in toxic
concentrations). This includes, but is not limited to, asphalt, tires, treated lumber, and
construction debris. The Department may require testing of fill materials. All temporary
fills must be removed. Debris and solid wastes will be removed from the site and the
impacted areas restored as nearly as possible to the original condition.

Environmental Health
Section Chiefs Office

7013205150

Division of
Air Quality

701 328 5188

Division of
Municipal Facilities

7013285211

Dwtakmof
Waste Management

7013285166

Division of
Water Quality
7013285210

Printed on recycled paper
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150 SOUTH FIFTH STREET SUITE »3OO

LEONARD MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

STREET 6ii-33S-isooMAiN

DEINARD -f-\

, ~'&s
W. KARLHANSEN *' :•, "" £
612-335-7088 DIRECT ' /? '"'"
KARL.HANSEN@LBONARD.OOM ~

June 13,2008

Stephen Guertin
Regional Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain-Praine Region
134 Union Boulevard
Lakewood, Colorado 80228

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment I^ocated between Milepost 535 +/- (ID Kramer) and MUepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 5H748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mr. Guertin:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line*1) d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.

4464954vl
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June 13,2008
Page 2

As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384,58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 fit-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials mat are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Histonc Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment

4464954vl



June 13,2008
PageS

We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation nf
energy resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any pan of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4Xiii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action aflects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(6Xii) Noise:

(11) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (c.g, schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and

4464934V]



June 13,2008
Page 4

quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed "

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety.

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18,2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed

4464954vI



June 13,2008
5

Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,
1L

ANDDEINARD

'. Karl Hansen

Enclosures
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

ECOLOGICAL SERVICES
ND FIELD OFFICE

Project as described will have no significant
impact on fish and wildlife resources. No

endangered or threatened species are known
to occupy the project area. IF PROJECT

DESIGN CHANGES ARC MADE, PLEASE
SUBMIT PLANS FOR REVIEW.

Dale Jeffrey K Tuwncr
Field Supervisor

4464954vI



From Crane, David J NWO rmailto'David.J.Cranefc7)usace.armv mill
Sent. Thursday. June 19, 2008 3'50 PM
To-Werner, Dana L MVP
Cc Ilanscn, Karl
Subject Proposed Rail I.me Abandonment - St. Paul District

Hello. Dana I have attached a letter requesting comments on a Proposed Rail Line Abandonment
in Bottmeau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota It is outside of the Omaha Distnet's
Civil Works boundaries so I will not be able to provide a «Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment pdl>> ny comments. Please provide Mr Karl Ilanscn with the appropriate
comments regarding this project

Karl.
If you are ever unsure of the USAGE Distnct a project is in please viiit this situ
httrr//usacc armv.mil/howdoi/wherti html. Here you can type in the zip code the project is in and
it will tell vou the name and address of the District it is in.

Thanks,

Dave Crane (CENWO-PM-AE)
hnvironmental Resources Specialist
L1 S. Army Corps ofFngmeers
1616 Capitol Avc
Omaha. NE 68102
T (402) 995 2676
F. (402)995-2711



United State* Department of Agriculture

&NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
PO Box1458
Bismarck. NO 56502-1458

June 25,2008

W. Karl Hansen
Leonard, Street, and Deinard
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300
Minneapolis, MN 55402

RE: Proposed Rail Line Abandonment Located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties,
North Dakota - STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mr. Hansen:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed your letter regarding the
referenced activity. NRCS addresses impacts to wetlands and farmlands at the field office level.
It appears that most, if not all, of the project impacts will take place within the existing railroad
right-of-way.

Important Farmlands - NRCS has a major responsibility with FPPA in documenting conversion
of farmland (i.e., prime, statewide, and local importance) to non-agricultural use. Your proposed
project is committed to abandonment of the existing railroad site where FPPA does not apply,
therefore, no further action is required

Wetlands - NRCS is the lead agency for wetland delineation on agricultural lands, including
cropland, rangeland, and pastureland. If requested, the local NRCS office will provide a certified
wetland inventory for the project to be utilized in the 404 permitting process. (Note* the Corps
of Engineers is the lead agency for non-agricultural lands, such as urban areas.) We offer the
following comments based on the information you provided to us for this project. 1) To the
extent possible, all natural drainage patterns should be maintained. Land use that may be
affected during abandonment should be returned to the original land use cover. 2) If the railroad
bed is removed, spoil should not be placed in wetlands or natural water courses. The local
NRCS district conservationist in each county can provide wetland inventory maps as needed.
Erosion control measures should be in effect during all periods of road bed removal activities.
3) This project should have no significant impact on existing soil and water conservation
practices in the areas.

Helping People Help the Land
An Equal Opportunity Pravktar ind Employer



Mr. Hansen
Page 2

If you have additional questions pertaining to FPPA, please contact Steve Sieler/State Soil
Liaison, al (701) 530-2019.

Sincerely,

ACTING J.R. FLORES
State Conservationist

cc:
Cindy Roth, DC, NRCS, Bottineau, ND
Paulette Gustafson, DC, NRCS, Rolla, ND
Douglas Dragseih, DC, NRCS, Towner, ND
Andy Wingenbach, ASTC (FO), NRCS, Devils Lake, ND



United States Department of the Interior

U. S GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Reston,VA20192

In Reply Refer To: HIM 9 n ?nM
Mail Stop 423 JUN 2 0 ZOOB

W. Karl Hansen
Leonard, Street, and Deinard
ISO South Fifth Street
Suite 2300
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Subject: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located Between Mileposts 535 (in Kramer) and 474.5 (in Bisbee) in
Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, SD - STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mr. Hansen,

This ib in response to your letter dated June 13,2008. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has
no permitting or approval authority with respect to the proposed action and has no comments.

Thank you tor the opportunity to review and comment on this proposed action. For information
concerning the natural resources of the project area, please contact Mark Anderson, Director of
the USGS South Dakota Water Science Center, at (605) 394-3220.

Sincerely,

es F. Devine
ior Advisor for Science Applications

Copy to:
USGS South Dakota Water Science Center

BCC
Director Chron File



Exhibit No. 4

Environmental Scoping Correspondence Required By 49 C F.R Section 1105.7(b)
For Which Responses Were Not Received

4466491v I



T POMAlin IS° SOUTH nFTH STREET SUITE IJOO
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA SS4O1

STREET 612-3315-1500 MAIN
AND 6n-33S-l6s7FAX

DEINARD

W KARI.HANSEN
612-335-7088 DIRECT
KAR L HANSEN@LEONARD COM

June 13, 2008

David Lagein, Chair
Towner County Board of Commissioners
7255 94th Street NE
Rock Lake, ND 58365

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottineau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Lagein1

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organi/ations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.

4464954VI
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June 13,2008
Page 2

As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 -I-/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 •*•/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottincau. Rolctte, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C § 4332, the Energy Policy and Conservation Acl, 42 U.S C.
§ 6362(b), and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health satety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment

4464954*1



June 13,2008
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105 7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(n) Noise1

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and

4464954vl
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F R. Part 1105 7(e)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved "

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (m) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18,2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.

4464934VI
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

LEONAjfla£S£fi9EEr AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hanson

Enclosures

4464954vl



TFOMAUD f S° SOIJTH FIFTH STREET SUITE 13OO
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNFSOTA 5S4OZ

STREET 611-335-1500 MAIN
AND *l2-335-i«57 FAX

DEINARD

W KARLllANSEN

612-335-7088 DiKhCr
KARUHANSEN@LEONAKD COM

June 13,2008

Joseph Baker, Chair
Rolcttc County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 939
County Courthouse
Rolla, ND 58367-0939

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottineau, Rolcttc, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Baker

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. 1 will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.

4464954v I
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 \-l- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 H- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384,58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place All
equipment and materials that arc removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

'I he Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties arc invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment

4464954vl
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to. (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F R , Chapter X. Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and descnbc the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency. Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the efTecl of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(in) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(c)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required "

"49C.F.R Part 1105.7(c)(5)(u) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act"

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g, schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed "

"49C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials involved."

"49 C F.R Part 1105.7(c)(9)(i), (ii), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S.C
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits arc required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows. SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K. Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,
'//I

AND DEINARD

W Karl Hanscn

Enclosures

4464954V1



i'FONARD I5° SOU1H F1FTH STREET SUITE 3300
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 5J4O1

STREET^ 612-335-1500 MAIN
AND 6I2-33S-I6S7 MX

DEINARD

W KARLHANSEN
612-335-7088 DIRECT
KARL MANSFN@LEONARD.COM

June 13,2008

Jeff Beyer, Chair
Bottineau County Board of Commissioners
314 West 5th Street
County Courthouse
Bottineau, ND 58318-1204

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbcc), in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Beyer:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.

4464954vl
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (m Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/• (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following.

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authonty of your agency

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Descnbc the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(11) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(lii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(ni) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49C.F.R Part 1105.7(c)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(11) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase fur these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.KR Part 1105.7(c)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved "

"49 C.F R. Part 1105.7(c)(9)(i), (ii), & (ni) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Oescnbe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C.
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Descnbc the effects

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received pnor to July 18,2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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ISO SOUTH FIFTH STREET SUITE 1$QQ

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 554O*

STREET 612-335-1500 MAIN
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DEINARD

W. KARLHANSKN
612-335-7088 DIRECT
KARI .IIANSCN^LIZONARD COM

June 13,2008

Robert E Roberts
Regional Administrator
U S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 8
1595WynkoopSt.
Denver, Colorado 80202-1129

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbcc), in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mr Roberts:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organi/ations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 »•/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota Jt traverses through If S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384,58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bndges The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U S C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties arc invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following1

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to1 (1) any permitting/approval authonty which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105 7(e)(9)(in)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease m overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(5)(ii) Air.

(11) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act/1

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(c)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed "

"49 C.F R Part 1105.7(c)(7)(iii) Safely:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (n), & (ni) Water.

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(II) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(III) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits arc required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed

4464954vl



June 13,2008
Page 5

Thank you very much for your assistance

Very truly yours,

*?L
AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hanscn

Enclosures
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Hansen, Karl

From: Hansen, Karl
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2008 5 10 PM
To: 'dana I werner@usace army.mil'
Subject: FW Proposed Rail Line Abandonment - St Paul District

Attachments: Proposed Rail Line Abandonment pdf

Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment...

Dana,
As we discussed this afternoon, please review the forwarded correspondence from Dave Crane with the Omaha District.

Please let me know if you have any questions or wish to discuss this further.

W Karl Hansen | Leonard, Street and Demand 11 SO South Fifth Street. Suite 23001 Minneapolis, MN 5S402 | Direct
(612) 335-7088 | Mam (612) 335-15001 Facsimile (612) 335-1657 | ka r 1. h an sen («> leonard.com

—Original Message—
From: Crane, David J NWO [mailto.David.J.Crane@usace army mil]
Sent- Thursday, June 19, 2008 3 50 PM
To Werner, Dana L MVP
Cc* Hansen, Karl
Subject* Proposed Rail Line Abandonment - Si Paul District

Hello, Dana 1 have attached a letter requesting comments on a Proposed Rail Line Abandonment in Bottmeau, Kolette,
and Towner Counties, North Dakota It is outside of the Omaha District's Civil Works boundaries so I will not be able to
provide a «Proposcd Rail Line Abandonment pd£» ny comments Please provide Mr. Karl Hansen with the
appropriate comments regarding this project

Karl
If you are ever unsure of the USAGE District a project is in please visit this site
http //usace.army.nnl/howdoi/where html Here you can type in the zip code the project is in and it will tell you the name
and address of the District it is in.

Thanks.

Dave Crane (CENWO-PM-AE)
Environmental Resources Specialist
US Army Corps of Engineers
1616 Capitol Avc
Omaha, \E6S102
T- (402) 995 2676
F: (402) 995-2711
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DEINARP

W KAKI.HANSEN
612-335-7088 DIRECT
KARL.HANStN@LEONARD COM

June 13, 2008

Ernie Quintana
Regional Director - Midwest Region
National Park Service
601 Riverfront Dnve
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbec), in Bottineau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mr. Quintana:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottmcau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota It traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353. and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a nght-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The nght-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade pnvate road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332, the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U S C. §1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible tor inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Sociocconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to* (1) any permitting/approval authonty which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which.you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C F R, Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(ni)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than*

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(13) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105 7(e)(4)(in) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105 7(e)(4)(iv) is required "

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F R. Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety.

(in) If there arc known ha/ardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the nght-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C.F R Part 1105 7(e)(9)(i), (li), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies

(n) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18,2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns arc thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,
/I

AND DE1NARD

W Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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' S° SOUTH nrTtl STREET SUITE 1300

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 554°*

STREET^ 611-335-1500 MAIN
AND 612-335-1657 FAX

DEINARD

W KARLllANSEN
612-335-7088 DIRECT
KARL HANSEN@LHONARD.COM

June 13,2008

David B. Zilkoski
Director
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbce), in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Director Zilkoski •

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB I will be
preparing an Environmental and Histonc Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (m Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolctte, and Towner Counties, North Dakota It traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials mat are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-gradc private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332, the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Histonc Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(n) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(c)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(li) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise-

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the nght-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C F.R. Part 1105 7(c)(9)(i), (li), & (in) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required )" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows' SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns arc thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

H
AND DEINARD

Karl Hanscn

Enclosures
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612-335-7088 DIRECT
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June 13,2008

Myron Brandt
Mayor of Kramer
P.O. Box 25
Kramer, ND 58748

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mayor Brandt:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau, Rolctte, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 )/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbec), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet The nght-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-gradc private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. AH
equipment and matcnals that are removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U S C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U S.C. §1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following.

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R, Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(ni)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(in) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change m energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required "

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class 1 or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(c)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(ni) Safety:

(iii) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the nght-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials involved "

"49 C F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects

(ni) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much tor your assistance.

Very truly yours,

fl
AND DETNARD

Karl Hanscn

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

Scott Loe
Mayor of Gardcna
315 Main Street
Kramer, ND 58748

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbcc), in Bottincau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mayor Loc:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottmeau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Hi stone Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.

4464454vI

LAW OFFICES IN MINNEAPOLIS • MANKATO • ST CLOUD • WASHINGTON, D.C A Professional Association

WWW.LEONAAD COM



June 13, 2008
Page 2

As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
matenals that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and matenals that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332, the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties arc invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105 7(e)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(0), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(n) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(c)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(n) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act.'*

"49 C F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(u) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identity
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved "

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(c)(9)(i), (li), & (ni) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards Describe any inconsistencies

(ii) Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows' SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 FC Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance

Very truly yours,

0.
AND DEINARD

Mansen

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

Harvey Wittmayer
Mayor of Overly
149 Anderson Street
Overly, ND 58384

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mayor Wittmayer.

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau. Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organixations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.

4464454vl

LAW OFFICES IN MINNEAPOLIS • HANKATO • ST CLOUD • WASHINGTON, D.C. A Professional Association

WWW.LEONAKU.COM



June 13,2008
Page 2

As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbcc), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota Jt traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S C § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to1 (1) any permitting/approval authonty which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F R Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than1

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 110S.7(e)(4)(ni) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air.

(li) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved "

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) arc required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. ITiey will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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June 13, 2008

Larry Schell
Mayor of Mylo
P.O. Box 22
Mylo, ND 58353

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbce), in Bottincau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mayor Schell'

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748,58384, 58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating Ihe environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act. 42 U S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531 Areas of concern that you and other interested parties arc invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following1

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment

4464954v1



June 13,2008
Page 3

We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105 7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any. of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following-

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(rv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class 1 or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act"

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise.

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g, schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(7)(iii) Safety.

(iii) If there arc known ha/ardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved "

"49 C F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (n), & (ni) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(111) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

7L
AND DEINARD

Hanscn

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

Paul David
Mayor of Rolcttc
P.O. Box 38
Rolette, ND 58366

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mayor David:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line1') d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolettc, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that arc present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the nght-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-gradc public road crossings, 19 at-grade pnvate road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold a& scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to* (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(in)) and Part
1105 7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(c)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(ni) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than*

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105 7(e)(4)(m) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(n) If the proposed action affects a class 1 or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(6)(ii) Noise:

(n) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

k'49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(9)(i), (ri), & (in) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) arc required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

7L
AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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June 13, 2008

Audrey Burcll
Mayor of Bisbee
P.O. Box 188
Bisbee, ND 58317

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbcc), in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Mayor Burell:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line'1) d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
matenals that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in tec ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that arc removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report lor the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S C § 4332, the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16U.SC § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R, Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
110S.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
junsdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following1

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Dcscnbc the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(ii) Descnbe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(5)(ii) Air.

(n) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(6)(n) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds arc
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known haxardous matenals spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(9)(i), (ii), & (111) Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S.C
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows1 SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and m its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

$L
AND DEINARD

Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

Francis G. Zieglcr, P.E.
Director
North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
701 328-2500

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolctte, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Director Zieglcr.

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U S C Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB 1 will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to he abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474 5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership In addition to the nght-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that arc removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332, the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U S C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S C. §1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following'

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Histonc Places

> Sociocconomics, including local and regional employment
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We arc soliciting your comments with regard to. (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(m)) and Part
I105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(in) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than*

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(c)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105 7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(5)(h) Air:

(n) If the proposed action aftects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act.1'

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed "

"49 C.F.R. Part 1 ]05.7(e)(7)(m) Safety.

(ni) If there arc known ha/ardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known ha/ardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(9)(i), (li), & (iii) Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(111) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)*1 (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18. 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows. SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,
' *l

AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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June 13, 2008

Mr. Albert I Berger
President
North Dakota State Histoncal Board
612 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830
701 328-2666

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbce), in Bottincau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear President Berger:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota It traverses through U.S
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a nght-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-gradc public road crossings, 19 at-gradc private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and matcnals that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U S C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S C. §1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We arc soliciting your comments with regard lo: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(ni)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F R Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(ui) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105 7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required.'1

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed.11

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials involved."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (in) Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits arc required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

JL
AND DETNARD

Karl Ilansen

Enclosures
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Richard Rude
Cecil Township Board
2540 89th Street Northeast
Overly, ND 58384

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Rude:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organixations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (m Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmcau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748,58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a nght-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the nght-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade pnvatc road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S C §1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following.

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permuting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed m the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F R , Chapter X, Part 1105 7(e)(9)(m)) and Part
1105 7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(11) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(lii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than'

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(ni) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air

(11) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act"

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase tor these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed.11

"49 C F.R Part 1105.7(e)(7)(ni) Safety-

Oil) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials involved."

"49 C F.R Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (n), & (111) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits arc required.)*' (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street N W, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns arc thoroughly
addressed
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Thank you very much for your assistance

Very truly yours,
1/77

AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hanscn

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

Tim Debele
Elysian Township Board
269 87th Street, N E.
Kramer, ND 58748

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Debele:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bollmeau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474 5 +/- (in Bisbec), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towner Counties. North Dakota. It traverses through U S
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384,58366, 58353, and 58317

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-gradc public road crossings, 19 at-grade pnvatc road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, tics, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U S C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 USC. §1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconoimcs, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to* (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R, Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(in)) and Part
1105.7(0), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(11) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(in) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than1

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to amvc at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds arc
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(7)(iii) Safety:

(111) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.'1

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(9)(j), (li), & (iii) Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies

(11) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows1 SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns arc thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

*7L
AND DEINARD

Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

Allen Johnson
Kohlmeier Township Board
8850 28th Avenue
Rolette, ND 58366

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbce), in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Johnson:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your-comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (m Kramer) and Mileposl 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottincau, Rolelle, and Towner Counties, North Dakota It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748,58384, 58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
matenals that arc present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-gradc public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and matenals that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address m
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permuting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(iii)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(m) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

• "49 C.F.R Part 1105 7(c)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (in) Water

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 USC. 1342) arc required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

AND DEINARD

H arisen

Enclosures
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June 13, 2008

Richard Gust
Stone Creek Township Board
P.O. Box 43
Kramer, ND 58748

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbcc), in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Gust:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line11) d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (m Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bndgcs. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U S C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Sociocconomics, including local and regional employment
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We arc soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F R, Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(ni)) and Part
1105 7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following.

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(11) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carnage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(m) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required.11

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act"

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F R Part 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) Safety:

(iii) If there arc known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(9)(i), (11), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

(in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K. Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns arc thoroughly
addressed
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'I hank you very much for your assistance

Very truly yours,

%L
AND DEINARD

Hanscn

Enclosures

4464954vl



' so sou rH nFTH STREET SOITE

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 554OI

STREET 611-335-1500 MAIN
AND 611-13^-1657 FAX

DJTNARD

w KARLHANSEN
612-335-7088 DIRECT
KARL_HANSEN@LEONARD COM

June 13, 2008

Dean Milbrath
Oak Creek Township Board
8975 County Road 47
Bottmeau,ND58318

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Milbrath

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottmeau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottmeau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384,58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices. The ballast would remain in place All
equipment and matenals that arc removed from the line would cither be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Histonc Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We arc soliciting your comments with regard lo: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R, Chapter X, Part 1105.7(e)(9)(ni)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(c)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(n) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantity the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(c)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 110S.7(c)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) Air.

(n) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(h) Noise:

(li) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g, schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(7)(in) Safety:

(in) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the nght-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C F R Part 1105 7(e)(9)(i), (ii), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) arc required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows: SEA. Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

r AND DEINARD

Karl Hanscn

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

David Reamer
Willow Vale Township Board
1434 85th Street NE.
Willow City, ND 58384

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Mllepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbee), in Bottincau, Rolcttc, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Reamer:

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolcttc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to he abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milcpost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottineau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U S
Postal Zip Codes 58748,58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a nght-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-gradc public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bndges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties arc invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following:

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment
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We are soliciting your comments with regard to: (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C.F.R., Chapter X, Part 1105.7(c)(9)(m)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and dcscnbc the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(ni) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 110S.7(c)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act"

"49C.F.R Part 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(11) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F R. Part 1105.7(c)(7)(m) Safety:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(c)(9)(i), (ii), & (m) Water.

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)" (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008. Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows- SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns arc thoroughly
addressed.
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'Itiank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

?L
AND DEINARD

W. Karl Hansen

Enclosures
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June 13,2008

David Solberg
Head of New City Township Board
5431 82nd Street N.E
Agate, ND 58310

Re: Request for Comments on Potential Environmental Impact of Proposed Rail Line
Abandonment Located between Milcpost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/-
(in Bisbcc), in Bottineau, Rolettc, and Towncr Counties, North Dakota (U.S. Postal
Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, and 58317) - STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 56X)

Dear Chairman Solberg

Soo Line Railroad Company ("Soo Line") d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway on or about August 7,
2008, anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption to Abandon pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 10502
with the United States Department of Transportation - Surface Transportation Board (STB) to
discontinue and abandon all freight rail operations over approximately 61 miles of rail line
located in Bottineau, Rolettc, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. A map of the proposed
abandonment is enclosed.

This proposed rail line abandonment notice of exemption requires review by the STB. I will be
preparing an Environmental and Historic Report that will provide the basis of the environmental
review that the STB's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will conduct for this
proceeding. In preparing this report, consultation with agencies or organizations that may have
specific interest in or knowledge of the potential environmental impact is essential. This letter is,
therefore, intended to solicit your comments regarding the potential environmental impact, if
any, of the proposed rail line abandonment.

Your comments on the potential impact of this abandonment will be incorporated into the
Environmental Report to be filed on or about July 18, 2008. A copy of this report will be
provided to you, after which additional comments can be submitted directly to the SEA.
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As shown on the attached map, the line that is proposed to be abandoned is located between
Milepost 535 +/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in Bisbee), a distance of approximately
61 miles, in Bottincau, Rolette, and Towner Counties, North Dakota. It traverses through U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 58748, 58384,58366,58353, and 58317.

For purposes of evaluating the environmental impact that would result from abandonment of the
line, the proposed action includes discontinuing freight service and salvaging equipment and
materials that are present on the line.

Most of the line consists of single and removed track with a right-of-way width ranging between
100 and 600 feet. The right-of-way exists mostly in fee ownership. In addition to the right-of-
way, the rail line includes 72 at-grade public road crossings, 19 at-grade private road crossings,
and 7 railroad bridges. The proposed action includes the removal of all rails, ties, spikes, plates,
railroad-related utilities, and signaling devices The ballast would remain in place. All
equipment and materials that are removed from the line would either be reused, sold as scrap, or
disposed of in accordance with applicable environmental regulations.

The Environmental Report for the proposed abandonment is being prepared pursuant to STB
regulations (49 C.F.R. Chapter X, Part 1105) (copy of which is enclosed), the National
Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S C. § 4332; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 6362(b); and related laws including the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. § 470f,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1451, and the Endangered Species Act.
16U.S.C. § 1531. Areas of concern that you and other interested parties are invited to address in
your comments include any potential impact of the proposed action on the following1

> Local land use

> Existing local and regional transportation systems

> Energy use

> Air emissions and ambient air quality conditions

> Water quality and wetlands

> Biological resources including threatened or endangered species

> Ambient noise levels

> Public health safety

> Historic, cultural, or archaeological sites listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places

> Socioeconomics, including local and regional employment

44649S4vl



June 13,2008
Page 3

We are soliciting your comments with regard to* (1) any permitting/approval authority which
your agency has over the proposed action, and (2) any specific concerns which you believe
should be addressed in the STB environmental document prepared after our Report is submitted.
As required by applicable STB regulations (49 C F.R, Chapter X, Part 1105 7(e)(9)(ui)) and Part
1105.7(c), we also request that you comment on and describe the effects, if any, of our proposed
action on those resources or areas of concern within the authority of your agency.

Specifically, the Board's regulations state that, with respect to the area of concern within the
jurisdiction of your agency, Soo Line must address the following:

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105.7(e)(4)(i)-(iv) Energy

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of
energy resources

(li) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable
commodities.

(in) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to aimve at the figure given To
minimize the production of repetitive data, the information on overall
energy efficiency in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be supplied if the
more detailed information in Section 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required."

"49 C.F R Part 1105.7(c)(5)(ii) Air:

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area
under the Clean Air Act."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(6)(ii) Noise:

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g, schools libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and
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quantify (he noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed."

"49 C.F.R. Part 1105 7(e)(7)(ni) Safety:

(iii) If there are known hazardous waste sites or sites where there
have been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify
the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.11

"49 C.F.R. Part n05.7(e)(9)(i), ("), & (iii) Water:

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or
local water quality standards Describe any inconsistencies

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C
1344) arc required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected Describe the effects

(in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants
should contact the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state
environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether
such permits are required.)'1 (emphasis added)

Any written comments should be submitted to the undersigned. They will be appended to the
Environmental Report being submitted to the STB if received prior to July 18, 2008 Thereafter,
please submit them directly to the Section of Environmental Analysis as follows* SEA, Surface
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street NW, Washington D.C. 20423-0001, or by calling that office
at (202) 565-1526, and forward a copy to the undersigned.

Any comments or information that you provide will be included in Soo Line's Environmental
Report and will be considered by the STB in the preparation of the draft environmental
document and in its evaluation of the overall environmental and energy impact of the proposed
action. Your cooperation will help ensure that all environmental concerns are thoroughly
addressed.
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Thank you very much for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

%L
AND DEINARD

I lansen

Enclosures
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Exhibit No. 5

Historic Report
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C.

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY - )
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE )
LOCATED IN BOTTINEAU, ROLETTE, ) DOCKET NO. AB-57
AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH ) (SUB-NO. 56X)
DAKOTA )

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION TO ABANDON PURSUANT TO 49 C.F R. § 1152 50
A 61 +/- MILE LINE OF RAILROAD BETWEEN MILEPOST 535 +/- (IN KRAMER) AND

MILEPOST 474.5 (IN BISBEE) WHICH TRAVERSES THROUGH UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE ZIP CODES 58748, 58384, 58366, 58353, AND 58317 IN BOTTINEAU,

ROLETTE. AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

HISTORIC REPORT
IN COMPLIANCE WITH

49C.F.R.SECTION1I058

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY
d/b/a Canadian Pacific Railway)

LEONARD, STREET and DEINARD
Professional Association

W. Karl Hansen
150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Tel (612)335-7088
Fax. (612)335-1657

Attorney for Applicant
Service Date: July 23, 2008
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BEFORETHE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C.

SOO LINE RAILROAD COMPANY - )
ABANDONMENT OF TRACKAGE )
LOCATED IN BOTT1NEAU, ROLETTE. ) DOCKET NO AB-57
AND TOWNER COUNTIES, NORTH ) (SUB-NO. 56X)
DAKOTA )

HISTORIC REPORT

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Sections 1105.7(c) and 1105 8, Soo Line Railroad Company hereby
submits the following Historic Report regarding the Verified Notice of Exemption to Abandon a
61 +/- Mile Line of Railroad Between Milepost 535 -t/- (in Kramer) and Milepost 474.5 +/- (in
Bisbec) That Traverses Through United States Postal Service Zip Codes 58748, 58384, 58366,
58353, and 58317 in Bottmeau, Rolctte, and Towner Counties, North Dakota

Section 1105.8(c) Distribution: The applicant must send the Historic Report to the appropriate
State Historic Preservation Officers), preferably at least 60 days in advance of filing the
application, petition, or notice, but not later than 20 days prior to filing with the Board.

Sec Certificate of Service effecting service on July 23,2008, attached as Exhibit
No. 1 to Environmental Report.

Section 1105.S(d)fll-f8l Content: The Historic Report should contain the information required
by § 1105 7(e)(l) (Environmental Report - See Preceding Report) and the following additional
historic information*

Section 1105.8(d)(l) U.S.G.S. Topographic Maps. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate
map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity
of the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that arc 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action;

See Appendices A and B.

Section 1105.8(d)(2) Right-of-Wav: A written description of the right-of-way (including
approximate widths, to the extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural
characteristics of the surrounding area;
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The right-of-way to be abandoned runs for approximately 61 miles, ranging
between 100 to 600 feet in width, and passes through the following ground
stations from west to east1 Spur 531, Gardcna, Omcmee, Tasco, Overly, Fonda,
Rolette, Umbria, Mylo, and Agate. The station grounds at Spur 531, Omcmee,
Tasco, Fonda, Umbria, and Mylo are now vacant. Properties along the line
include cropland, residential, commercial, and vacant land. The commercial areas
(elevators, anhydrous storage, a gas station, and warehouses) are predominately
located within the station limits of Gardena, Overly, Rolette, and Agate.

Section 1105.8(d)(3) Photographs: Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not
photocopies) of railroad structures on the property that arc 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surrounding area;

The only readily available photographs in the earner's possession are included in
Appendix C.

Section 1105 8(d)(41: The dates of construction of the structure(s), and the datc(s) and extent of
any major alterations, to the extent such information is known.

The bridge structures remaining on the line arc listed in the table below. The
North Dakota State Historical Board was contacted by letter on June 13,2008, but
no response has been received to date.

Structure
number
493.57
509.45
51959
52322

Location

East of Rolette, ND
East of Overly, ND
Omemee, ND
hast or Gardcna, ND

524.04 I East of Gardena, ND
53095
53334

West of Gardena. ND
East of Kramer, ND

Number
of spans

6
5
6
8
3
3
6

Length
in feet

82
67
82
106

Type of bridge

Open deck pile trestle
Open deck pile trestle
Open deck pile trestle
Open deck pile trestle

40 Open deck pile trestle
41 i Open deck pile trestle
82 Open deck pile trestle

Date of construction
or major alteration

Redecked in 1984
Redeckedm 1987
Redecked in 1987
Redecked in 1982
Redecked in 1987
Redeckedm 1962
Built in 1971

Section 1105.8(d)(5) History: A brief narrative history of earner operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

In 1905, the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Mane Railroad acquired tracts of
land between the towns of Kramer to Bisbee, North Dakota and constructed the
Wheat Line, a single mainline track running in a west-east direction Many of the
smaller towns along the track were platted by the railroad and became established
by the presence of grain elevators that were leased to local farmer cooperatives
The trains, both passenger and freight (primarily grain), began service in 190S
Passenger service continued until 1962. Freight traffic continued infrequently
until it stopped in 2000. There has been no rail traffic on the line since and no
changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.
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Section 1105 8(d)(6) Documents: A brief summary of documents in the earner's possession,
such as engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be
historic.

The carrier's files consist primarily of maps and photos of the line, some
engineering drawings, and maintenance records. Canadian Pacific Railway
purchased the assets of the Soo Line Railroad Company in 1990. Northern Plains
Railroad took over operation of the line in 1997, limiting the historic
documentation in the possession of the earner.

Section 1105.8fd)(7) Opinion An opinion (based on readily available information in the
railroad's possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archaeological resources or any other previously unknown histonc properties in the project area,
and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation
Office, local historical societies or universities).

It is the opinion of the railroad that this line would not meet the criteria for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places The North Dakutu State Historical
Board was contacted by letter on June 13, 2008, but no response has been
received to date.

Section 1105 8(d)fS) Archaeological Resources. A description (based on readily available
information in the railroad's possession) of any known pnor subsurface ground disturbance or
fill, environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmadc) that might affect the
archaeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic
wastes), and the surrounding terrain.

There arc no known ground disturbances or fills other than those which would
have occurred during onginal construction of this line and any subsequent
maintenance or rehabilitation. There are no known toxic waste areas within the
right-of-way of this railroad line.

The following excerpt from ICC document Assessment of Environmental Impacts
Associated with Railroad Abandonment Proposals discusses archeological
evaluations:

"Salvaging an abandoned railroad line is normally confined to the limits of the
right of way and rarely involves major excavation work. If the right of way is to
be leveled at all, only the roadbed built up during actual construction of the line
would be affected. It is unlikely that there arc any historic track structures under
the roadbed since old rails and tics are salvaged during maintenance and
rehabilitation operations. Likewise, there is usually neither significant damage to
the vegetation found within the right of way nor any effect on land adjacent to the
railroad property By confining salvage operations of a rail line as discussed
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above, it is not anticipated that any archaeological sites in or immediately
adjacent to the right of way, would be affected by the abandonment"

END OF REPORT
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Appendix A

Consolidated U.S.G.S. Topographic Map
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Appendix B

Location Map

4406491vl



4 \



Appendix C

Photographs of Railroad Structures
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Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision
Bridge # 493.57 East of Rolette, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATION Section 1 of 1

Milepost: 493.57

Bridge Type: Open Deck File Trestle
Number of Spans: 6 Number of Timber Bents: 7

E-Rating Section 1 of 1

Length: 82*
Number of Timber Piers: 0

Maximum Height: 6*

Stringer Capacity: Ratings are based on the bending capacity ofun-decayed, wet southern yellow pine.
DECAY CAN GREATLY REDUCE TRE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER CHORD.
All rating -were performed in accordance to AREMA Chapter 7.
Car loadings are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Spans OK for 286.000 lb cars* Spans overloaded bv 286.QQO Ib cars
Spans 1-6 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Within 4 years

1. Replace die caps on Bents 4&6.
Annual Maintenance

1. Perform annual bridge inspection.
2. Tamp up bridge approaches.
3. Monitor the cap on Bent 2.
4. Monitor the erosion at the northwest coiner of the bridge.

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
1) Bent 2 - Horizontal split in cap.
2) Bent 4 - %" vertical split in cap.
3) Bent 6 - V" vertical split in cap.
4) Minor erosion in the northwest comer of the bridge.

Inspected on 5/18/93 by
Inspectors:
Pete Schlerioh, Project Engineer
Doug Hills, Project Manager Br. 493.57 General View



Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision
Bridge # 509.45 East of Overly, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATION Section 1 of 1

Mileport 509.45

Bridge Type: Open Deck Pile Trestle
Number of Spans: 5 Number of Timber Bents: 6

E-Ratine Section 1 of 1

Length: 67'
Number of Timber Piers: 0

Maximum Height: 12'

Stringer Capacity: Ratings are based on the bending capacity ofun-decayed, -wet southern yellow pine.
DECAY CAN GREATLY REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER CHORD.
All ratings were performed in accordance to AREMA Chapter 7.
Car loadings are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Spans OK for 286.000 ib cars* Spans overloaded bv 286.000 Ib ears
Spans 1-5 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Within 3 years

1. Shim over piles in Bents 4&5.
2. Shim between the stringer and cap on Bents 2&6.

Within 5 years
1. In-placc treat bridge.

Annual Maintenance
1. Perform annual bridge inspection.
2. Tamp up bridge approaches.
3. Monitor Bent 4 for movement due to scour.
4. Monitor stringer parting lines over Bent 4.

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
1) Bent 2 - W gap under stringer ply 1,
2) Bent 4 - There is an U" gap over Piles 2,3,&4.
3) Bent 4 - Stringer 6 has only 2" of bearing on bent cap.
4) Bent 5 - There is an Vi" gap over Pile 3.
5) Bent 6- 1" shim on the back of cap is missing.
6) Decay voids were located on this bridge.

Inspected on 5/1B/99 by

COMTHUCnMI.ue

Inspectors:
Pete Scnlerioh, Project Engineer
Doug Hilts. Project Manager Br. 509.45 General View



Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision
Bridge #519.59 In Omemee, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATION Section! of 1

Milepost5I959

Bridge Type: Open Deck File Trestle
Number of Spans: 6 Number of Timber Bents: 7

E-Rating Section l of J __

Length: 82'
Number of Timber Piers: 0

Maximum Height: 9*

Stringer Capacity: Ratings are based on the bending capacity ofim-decayed, wet southern yellow pine.
DECAY CAN GREATLY REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER CHORD.
All ratings were performed in accordance to AREAfA Chapter 7.
Car loading? are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Spans OK for 286.000 Ib cars* Spans overloaded bv 286.000 Ib cars
Spans 1-6 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Annual Maintenance

1. Perform annual bridge inspection.
2. Tamp up bridge approaches.
3. Monitor the condition of caps on Bents 3,4,5.

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
1) Bent 3 - Vertical split in cap.
2) Bent 4 - Vertical split in cap.
2) Bent 5 - Vertical split in cap.

Inspected on 5/18/99 by
Inspectors:
Pete Schtertoh, Project Engineer

'owmucniM. u Doug HDls, Project Manager Br. 519 J9 General View



Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision
Bridge # 523.22 East of Gardena, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATION Section 1 of 1

Mileposfc 523.22

Bridge Type: Open Deck File Trestle
Number of Spans: 8 Number of Timber Bents: 9

E-Rnting Section 1 of 1

Length: 106*
Number of Timber Piers: 0

Maximum Height: 6*

Stringer Capacity: Ratings ore based on the bending capacity ofun-decayed, wet southern yellow pine.
DEC AY CAN GREATLY REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER. CHORD,
All ratings were performed in accordance to AREMA Chapter 7.
Car loadings are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Spans OK for 286.0QO Ib cars* Spans overloaded bv 286.000 Ib cars
Spans 1-8 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Within 3 years

1. Shim under Stringer 1 over Bent 1.
Annual Maintenance

1. Perform annual bridge inspection.
2. Tamp up bndgc approaches.
3. Monitor the condition of cap on Bent 4.

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
1) Bent 1 - yr gap under stringer ply 1.
2) Bent 4 - Minor vertical split in cap.

Inspected on 5/18/99 by

GDMTMJCraU,UC

Inspectors:
Pale Schiertoh, Project Engineer
Doug Hills. Project Manager

Br. 523.22 Genera! View



Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision
Bridge # 524.04 East of Gardena, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATION Section 1 of 1

MUepost 524.04

Bridge Type: Open Deck Pile Trestle Length: 40' Maximum Height: 7'
Number of Spans: 3 Number of Timber Bents: 4 Number of Timber Piers: 0

E-Rating Section 1 of 1
Stringer Capacity: Ratings are based on the bending capacity ofun-decayed, wet southern yellow pine

DECAY CAN GREATLY REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER CHORD.
All ratings were performed in accordance to AREMA Chapter 7
Car loadings are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Spans OK for 286.000 Ib cars* Spang overloaded bv 286.000 ib cars
Spans 1-3 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Annual Maintenance

1. Perform annual bndge inspection.
2. Tamp up bndge approaches.

1) No significant defects were located.

Inspected on 5/18/99 by

_ .
COMGTMJCTOU.UC

Inspectors:
Pete Schlerioh. Project Engineer
Doug Hills, Project Manager

Br. 524.04 Genoil View



.Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision
Bridge # 530.95 West of Gardena, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATION Section 1 of 1

Milepost: 530.95

Bridge Type: Open Deck Pile Trestle Length: 41' Maximum Height: 8*
Number of Spans: 3 Number of Timber Bents: 4 Number of Timber Piers: 0

E-Ratmg Section 1 of 1
Stringer Capacity: Ratings are based on the bending capacity ofun-decayed, wet southern yellow pine.

DECAY CAN GREATLY REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER CHORD.
All ratings were performed in accordance to AREMA Chapter 7.
Car loading are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Soans OK for 286.000 Ib cars* Spans overloaded bv 286.000 Ib cars
Spans 1-3 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Annual Maintenance

1. Perform annual bridge inspection.
2. Tamp up bridge approaches.

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
1) No significant defects were located.

Inspected on 3/18/99 by
Inspectors:
Pete Schterioh, Project Engineer
Doug Hills, Project Manager

Br. 53035 General View



Northern Plains Railroad Bisbee Subdivision

f \

Bridge # 533.34 East of Kramer, North Dakota

GENERAL BRIDGE INFORMATIQN_Section_Lon

Mileposc 53334

Bridge Type: Open Deck File Trestle
Number of Spans: 6 Number of Timber Bents: 7

E-Ratine Section 1 of 1

Length: 82'
Number of Timber Piers: 0

Maximum Height: 12'

Stringer Capacity: Ratings are based on the bending capacity ofun-decayed, wet southern yellow pine.
DECAY CAN GREATLY REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF A STRINGER CHORD.
All ratings wen performed in accordance to AREMA Chapter 7.
Car loadings are based off of Southern Pacific 263k coal car axle spacing.

Spang OK for 286.000 Ib cars* Spans overloaded bv 286.000 Ib cars
Spans 1-6 None

RECOMMENDED REPAIRS
Annual Maintenance

1. Perform annual bridge inspection.
2. Tamp up bridge approaches.
3. Monitor the cap on Bents 3.
4. Monitor the condition of tics.

WELD OBSERVATIONS
1) Bent 3 - Some vertical splits in the cap.
2) Ties are in fair condition.

Inspected on 5/18/99 by
Inspectors:
Pete Schterioh, Project Engineer

'comnujcreu,iic DouB Hills. Project Manager
Br. 533.34 CwitnUVItw


