2 ,Z// 2l (_/ Brad Cole, Mayor

200 South Hlinois Avenye

Post Oifice Box 2047
Carbondale, lllinos 62902-2047

arponaaie Telephone 618-457-3229
Fax 618-351-5766

I LLINOIS beole®@a carbondale 1l us

December 13, 2007

Chairman Charles D “Chip” Nottingham
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE Docket # 35087
Dear Mr Chairman

On behalf of the City of Carbondale, Ilhinos, I hereby file this Notice of Intent to participate as a
Party of Record with regard to Docket #35087

The City of Carbondale’s interest 1n this matter 1s to preserve a means of public transportation
between Carbondale and Chicago The proposed plan would eliminate the current St. Charles Airhine
Route which 1s currently the only means for the Saluki, the Illim and the City of New Orleans
Amtrak trains to access Chicago via Umon Station The applicant states “that the Control
Transaction would not affect passenger rail service operating on the CNR rail lines today, " however,
no formal agreements for an altemative route have been offered as part of the application

Carbondale 1s the home of Southern Ilhinotis Umiversity (STU) with an enrollment of over 22,000
students On October 30, 2006, two additional passenger trains were added between Carbondale and
Chicago This has resulted in a 67% increase i ndership on the Saluki and Ithm trains alone For
Carbondale, this 15 an increase of 16 8% in nidership In real numbers, this translates to 91,000
persons per year or 250 people per day through the Carbondale station The majority of these riders
are students from the Chicago metro area attending SIU

It 15 the City of Carbondale’s position that a formal plan for an alternative to accommodate these
passengers should be included 1n these proceedings. Thank you for your consideration in this matter

urs very tgily,

MAYOR BRAD COLE

The Caprtal of Southern lilinois”



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1, the undersigned, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing
document was mailed, in Carbondale, Tllinois by placing 1t 1n a first class stamped envelope on
December 13, 2007, to the following:

Sccretary of Transportation
1200 New Jerscy Avenue, S E
Washington, DC 20590

Attorney General of the United States
c/o Assistant Attorney General,
Antitrust Division, Room 3109
Department of Justice

Washington, DC 20530

Paul A. Cunnmingham

Harkins Cunmingham LLP
1700 K Street, N.-W. Suite 400
. Washington, DC 20006-3804

Gordon P MacDougall
1025 Connecticut Avenue, Nw, Suite 919
Washington, DC 20036-5444

Vuono & Gray
310 Grant Street, Suite 2310
Pattsburgh, PA 15219-2383



