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I. INTRODUCTION 

 The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (“MDNR”) seeks a determination from 

the Surface Transportation Board as to whether the Washington County Railroad Company (the 

“WCRC”), as owner, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company (“B&O Railroad”), as 

operator, exercised authority under the Interstate Commerce Commission Certificate and Decision 

(the “ICC Certificate”), dated June 22, 1978, Docket No. AB-19 (Sub-No. 20), to abandon the 

portion of the Hagerstown Branch between Valuation Station 0+00 at Weverton, Maryland, and 

Valuation Station 980+00 at Roxbury, Maryland (the “Railway Line”).  By Quitclaim Deed dated 

September 6, 1991 and record in the Land Records of Washington County, MD at Liber 01015, 

folio 796, MDNR acquired the Railway Line from CSX Transportation, Inc., which was the 

WCRC’s successor in interest in the Railway Line.  MDNR is exploring options for a rail-to-trial 

project along the Railway Line and therefore is in need of a determination as to whether the 

Railway Line has been abandoned under federal law. 

II. BACKGROUND 

 By application filed on March 18, 1975 to the Interstate Commerce Commission (the 

“ICC”), the WCRC and B&O Railroad sought authority to abandon a portion of the Hagerstown 
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Branch between Valuation Station 0+00 at Weverton, Maryland, to Valuation Station 1218+60 at 

Hagerstown, Maryland, a total distance of approximately 25.54 miles.  See Exhibit A, Initial 

Decision, No. AB-19 (Sub-No. 20), dated October 26, 1977, at 1.  On July 21, 1976, WCRC and 

B&O Railroad amended their application by removing from the proposed abandonment a 4.52-

mile portion of the line from Valuation Station 980+00 at Roxbury, Maryland, to Valuation Station 

1218+60 at Hagerstown, Maryland, leaving the Railway Line as the portion sought to be 

abandoned.  Id. 

 In an Initial Decision, dated October 26, 1977, the ICC found that “present and future 

convenience and necessity permit abandonment” of the Railway Line and directed issuance of a 

certificate of abandonment.  Exhibit A at 6, 8.  That decision was upheld on review by Decision 

dated April 21, 1978.  See Exhibit B, Decision, No. AB-19 (Sub-No. 20), April 21, 1978.  Three 

months later, on June 22, 1978, the Acting Secretary of the ICC issued a Certificate and Decision, 

which provided that for the WCRC and B&O Railroad to exercise their authority granted under 

the certificate to abandon the Railway Line they “shall submit two copies of the journal entries 

showing the retirement of the [Railway Line] from service, and shall advise [the ICC] in writing, 

immediately after the abandonment of the line of railroad, of the date on which the abandonment 

actually took place.”  See Exhibit C, ICC Certificate, at 2.  The ICC Certificate further provided 

that the “authority granted” under the certificate to abandon the Railway Line “shall be of no 

further force or effect” if “not exercised within one year from” the date of the ICC Certificate.  Id. 

 On March 15, 2022, counsel for MDNR sent an inquiry to counsel for the STB for 

information as to whether after issuance of the ICC Certificate the WCSC or B&O Railroad had 

completed the abandonment process for the Railway Line.  In response, STB’s counsel stated that 

while the ICC had authorized the abandonment, the STB’s files did not contain documents 
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indicating that the WCSC or B&O Railroad had consummated the abandonment by completing all 

steps required by the ICC Certificate.  The only documentation known to MDNR related to actions 

taken by either WCSC or B&O Railroad with respect to the abandonment after issuance of the ICC 

Certificate are: (1) a letter dated December 6, 1978 from Chessie System—believed to be a holding 

company that once owned B&O Railroad—advising that “the abandonment authority [under the 

ICC Certificate] was exercised at 12:01 AM, November 14, 1978,” and noting that “journal 

entries” were forthcoming, see Exhibit D; and (2) a letter dated April 10, 1979 to Chessie System, 

not on letterhead, noting the submission by Chessie System of “the accounting for the authorized 

abandonment[] of the Hagerstown…branch[]” and stating that the “accounting is acceptable and 

our file on this matter will be closed.”  See Exhibit E.  Counsel for STB suggested that these two 

letters are not a part of the STB’s own file on the ICC Certificate. 

 From the documentation known to MDNR related to the abandonment of the Railway Line, 

MDNR, the current owner of the Railway Line, is unable to ascertain whether the WCSC and B&O 

Railroad exercised their authority to abandon the Railway Line by providing to the ICC journal 

entries and requisite notice, as called for in the ICC Certificate.  MDNR requests a determination 

from the STB as to whether the Railway Line has been abandoned, so that it may consider 

railbanking under Section 8(d) of the National Trails System Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d), if available. 

III. RELIEF SOUGHT 

 To resolve this matter, MDNR requests that the Board determine whether: (1) the Railway 

Line was legally abandoned through the timely filing by the WCSC and B&O Railroad of journal 

entries and written notice, as called for in the ICC Certificate; and (2) the Board continues to retain 

residual jurisdiction over the Railway Line such that MDNR may pursue railbanking under Section 

8(d) of the National Trails System Act.  



Dated: April 22, 2022 Respectfully Submitted, 

Talley H-S. Kovacs 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
580 Taylor Ave., C-4 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(410) 260-8351 
talley .kovacs@maryland.gov 

Attorney for the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources 
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I, Talley H-S. Kovacs, verify under penalty of perjury that the statements made in this 

Petition of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for Declaratory Order are true and 

accurate to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. Furthermore, I certify that I am 

qualified and authorized to make such verification on behalf of the Maryland Department of 

Natural Resources. 

Executed this 22nd day of April, 2022. 

Talley H-S. Kovacs 
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Ilfl'DS~TI C~ CCIIO:SSI01' 
, SERVICE -DATE 1 

:1~/11:IBIIII 
,/ lo. AB-19 (Sub So. 20) / 

NOV· 81977 

WASHIJIJ'l'Cm COOlft'f MILBQlD C<IIIU! AID Mil1'Dl)D UD ORIO MILDD 
cauur AMlwOJiiiifi' POR'l'IOI -~ BJUCB BnVIIII VIVIR'l.(lf AID) 

RMIBP'.l!CMI, AL80 POJPl'I<ll a, ._ .\l'l'Il'aK BMlf3 DlR IICCltl.ft, 
A!L DI 1WllUilffllt Callff, lamAID 

j PJMICI DCCl<ft '28all8 

WJ:S'l'IRI titAB!IAJID MIUaY CCJOllff - JAR AID OPIMT! - VA~ 
COOl'.l'Y MIL!nU) C'CllaJIY, 8UB8IDIABY OP MI4'Dl)RI AE• ORIO a:mD\D 

CCIIMJI!, DI W lll.liUiOJI COOl'ff, MR!L\JII> 

In lo. AB-19 (Sub 1'0. 20), pN■ent and MUN Jn,ll»lic Cor.'Wlliace Ul4 
neceaaity tound to pe:rait tbtt Wa■bington Co\llltJ" RIUrcacl I'!.,..,., 
and The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad c,...... to abuckm a port.icm 
of their Hapr■tovn Bnllch 'betWHD Wnerton, Nd. aD4 Ro.Du.", N4., 
and a portion of: tbeir AntietUI Bzancb at or Mar 8ecarity, N4. 1 
conditiona preacri'bed. 

In Pinanc• Doclrllt lo. 283't8, the l•!·e aa4 aper&tion by Weatem llu7-
lan4 1tlllW1' Ccapur.y ot portion■ of! iubincton Cmmty R1Uraa4 
COIIPI.., t. Bapratown and Allttetaa Bruche■ found. to be OOlllineat 
with the p'1>11c intereat; conclition1 :preacr1be4. 

Bf Darid H. Allard., Adlliniatrative IA¥ Juctp: 

Upon couider&tion o:!' the record. 1B th• aboWJ•atitled pl'OCN41Dp, 

It a~, Tlat, bT applicatic,i .'; "4 ~ Nt.rch 18: 1975, the 
Wuhwctcn~ B&ilroad CC'IIIPY'7 (lfa•l}_.;&ton Coaa.t-y), .. wr, aD4 
The 11&1.tmore and Obio Rl.ilrce.4 c~ (IIO), u operator, 3o~ 
■oucnt autborlt7 uncler aecttoD 1(18)-(20) ot the Intentate ec..rce 
.· 'lt (Act) to abandon a portion of their Hapratawn lranch bet.wen Valu­
ation Station 0+00 at Wev.rton, Nd. and V&luat1on Station w.8+6o at nr 
n~r 81,pr■tawn, Md. , u4 a portion of their Allttetu Bl'UlCb bnwl• 
Valuation station■ 0+00 and 13o+00 at or MU" lecvity, 114. , a total. 
d.iltance ot approX1altely 25.,.. ailea; that b7 petit:lCD to eMM tlleir 
t.1pplication, tiled J\117 21, 1976, applicuta ao,apt to elilltate ... 52 ail•• t:roa the f.bandm,Mnf. application bet'IINII Yaluattca ltaticma 980tOO 



No. AB-19 (Sub Bo. 20) et &l • ... . -· 
and 1250+94, thel't!by retaining service to the pc y,+,ion ot the Hager■t.c.,wn 

. 
Branch between ff&ger11town and Roxbury, Md. ; and that, by appl.icat~.on tiled 
on Jloveaher 2h, 1976~ under section 5(2) ot the Act, the We•tern Maryland 
Railway Coapany (WM) sought authority to acquire by lea11e and oi,en.te a 
portion ot Washington County's Ha,-;eratown Branch, between Valuation Sta­
tion 980+00 at or n•r Jtoxbury, Md. and Valuation Stati,,n 1250t-94 at or 
near Hageratown, Md., and a portion ot Wa■hington County's Security Branch, 
between Valuation Station■ 13~00 and, 194+21.3 near Security, Md.; 

It further appeariN5, That the environmental ettecta ot the propo■ed 
aban®ment and l~aae application• were considered in a COllllliaaion pre­
p&t"ed ThresholdA~•••aaent Survey, which was aerved on January 28, 1977; 
that thiB Survey concluded that th'! ,.pplication did not conatitute a •jor 
F~deral action which would signitican't.ly atf'e~t the quality of the hu.n 
environment within the meaning of the Rational Environmental Pol!.cy Act ot 
1969; that the Survey al■o tound that. the involved right-of-way, upon aban­
donment, would be suitable tor public uae and rec01Dended the illpoaition 
of' a condition whi-eb would afford interested persona the opportmity to ac­
qu:'.re the 1~ .ne for ■uch purpoae; that th~ Survey also found tl'.at a bridge 
tres·ae of J .istoric sigr. iticance is located on the a'bfmdomlent ■epent and, 
accordiD&lY! cert,J.in conlitiona cor,ceming di■ponl ot thia atructun were 
alao re~011a,nded in the lurvey; that C01111ant1 on the Thre1boldA11e1aent 
Survey wre tiled by appi~~ant1 herein and the COllliaaion conaidered 1w:h 
Conaenta ir an Addenda to the Survey: aerv-ed ttC&y 10, 1m, which Adden,·lua 
maintained the f'indi~IIJ ot the Survey; 

It further cppearitf' That Notice ot the propoaed abandonment and 
leaae applicatlona and Ce environmental tindin£& was 1&ccoapli1bed in ac­
cordance with tOllllliaa~on regulation■; that prote~t• and other statement■ 
to the application■ were tiled; that. the mtter1 herein WTe referred to 
this Adainiatrative Law Judge tor hearings, whic:n were con.:lucted at Hag­
eretovn, Md., on S.,tellber 12 and 13, 19'.7; that, at the he1ning1, vari­
oua prblic, union and shipper interests appeared; that the effect ot the 
applicatio~s as sought, subject to the above-referenced aaendment, would 
provide continued rail aerv-ice to all B&O patrons by WM, aave the Hager■-
town L\llber C~, a prote■tant shipper located on the Antietua Branch; 
that, at the hearing■, applicants ottered a 1'1rther amu,mient to the ap­
:>lication• which would pe:nait continued rail service to the Jfager■town 
Laber Coapany by the WM under the WM lea1e and operation propoMl; 

It turtl.~..!,,.,.'1[)9&ring, That in support ot their applicatiot., MO and 
WM preeented aub■te..mi&l evidence which demon■tratea the eftecta of the■e 
propo■ala tram open.~1..ng, traffic, engineering and financial baaea; that, 
considered separately. ~he4r evid~nce shows as follows: first, open.ting: 
that. the abanooD111ent ., ;tion of the Hagc?rstown Branch ha■ been out ot ■er­
vice tiince Febniary 13, 1976, because or tn."'· condition,, and th&t no 
rail pa.tr-on■ have been adversely it.ffected by :- · ts disruption; th&'; t:raf'.-,"'.c 
fo:nnerly moving ovt.rhead to the abandonment lo:!Ction has been handled eco­
nomically and eft''lciently under rerouting, pursuant to Co•iaaion Service 
Order Ko. 154 and that, esclllntially, the same rerouting of auch tratt1c 
would occur 1ub1equent to approval of thea,: app:1cation11; and that aervice 
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to MO patron• on the Hage:.:-■town and Antittt&a Branche■ ·lf1 ll continue at tbe 
.... , it not better, level under the propoaed WM l•••; ■•cond, trattic : 
that over the year■ patron• once located on the abud0D11ent ■ect101ll have 
relc.,cated., tu,11n&te4 operation■, or no longer require, rail aervice; that 
preaently no 1hinera are prateating the abudcmaent of the 111b3ect por­
tion■ of the HageNtown and Antietaa BJ'UlCbel; that the ab&ncL>aatat ■ec­
tion ot the Hagerstown Bnncb generated 2 car• in 1976 and tbe abaldmalmt 
1ection ot the Antietam Bnncb generated 21 care in 1976, 1'bich latter tn.t­
fic will be ret&iDed undllr tbe aandment•; that adaqate tMa track facU1-
t1e■ and &ltemate trauportation exilt in the general area; uad. that no 
·rate■ v11l be ad?enely attected tor current rail patron■ \llldar the leaH, 
except tor ceaent traffic via BM> unde1 a certain taritt, 1'rCIII S.curi t)', 
Md. to routhem Preight A■aociation territory; 1.hird, eagineerinl: that 
the Hat~•ratcwn abandonment ■ection require■ aub.'! t&ntial rehabili'tl.tion in 
the uaount ("11" $1,030,802; that normalized •1ntenance Ob the HagentCND and 
Antietam Br- ·.ielte1 would require averap umml expenditure■ of $104,67'7; 
and that abandm!mnt would rel\llt 1n the re&l.i1&tic111 ot net 11&1.n.p ot 
$396,405 • &..'14 fourth, t'inancial : that operation ot' the at.mctoraeat ■ec­
tion5, including the portion neceau.ry to ■ervw HapratOWD Llaber CCIIPIIIY, 
reaulted in a net railw--'y open.ting deficit ot $90,111 and $51,417 tor 1975 
and 1976, respectively; that operation ot the leaae aec+,ion by \II vUl n,­
ault in a net railway open.ting ineane to it ot $65,578 baaed on actual B&O 
revenue, tor 1976 from the lea■e segment; and that reroutin.f ot the involved 
cverhead trattic 1if0ult'. have resulted in increaaed coats ot '1,440 to the 
BIO, baaed on an ac~,ua1 reroute atudy of overhead tratfic on the Raaer■tOWD 
Branch in 1C/7f,; 

It further •ering, 'l'lv..t various partie■ appeared at the hearinga 
a.nd preeented tea ny and "PO&itiona concernir,g the applicationa; that 
auch partie1 rer..,resf'nted public, union and ~ipper intereata; that au.ch 
publ!c intere1",11 were a■ tollova: tir■t, the Maryland Departlltnt ot Tran•· 
portation, Y.'.Jich •• not apposed to the abandonment but sought pre1ervation 
ot the right-ot'-•,ay t'or recreational purpo1ea; 1econd, the Maryland Depart­
ment ot Economic and Coaunity DeveloJ118nt, which withdrew 1t1 oppo,ition 
to the abudoment; third, the Appalachian Trail Conference, ,-bieh ex­
pre1aed ita intere1t in acquiring the right-ot-vay on the Hapr■town aban­
donment ■ection tor hiir1na pu,rpoH■; fourth, a repreaentati ve ot U. 8. 
Congrea111an Goodloe Byr~1• who noted hia oppo■ition to the abuldollleat; 
fifth, Maryland Stat'- Sulator Victor CU•bwa, wbo ezpreaaed b11 oppo■ition, 
argui.nc that the Hagerstown Branch abuld.oment Nction pron.de• a goo4 
route tor 0Yer1ise loada &114 direct ace••• to 1ta1hington, I>. C. , an4 tb&t 
the abudoment aection 1a nece■•ry to at'tra.ct 11ft buine•• to Waabfnpon 
County and to provide adequate Hrvice to existing ahipper■; ua4 ahth, 
Mayor Je•■ D. ~4ortt, ot Brannick, Md, , vbo ezprea1e4 hi• intere■t 1n 
retention of the line tor Mun dewlosaent •• a ccaarter corridor an4 
tor 110vement of overaize loada; 

It turther aEi·~, :.-hat employee interest, were repreaented. by tbe 
Ullited Tr&llaportaon uii.on• t• by its vitneaa it exprea1ed concerr tor 
the etticient ha , lling ot t ~. h ~- .10ving overble.d to the Haprll'tolm Branch 
1ubnquent to abaudoment, a• well a■ tbe uutulne11 ot the Br&DCb tor 
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overaize loadl and a• a detour route in eaergency ■ituaticma nt;b •• tlerail­
ments on other l.1:nl■ ot applicant1; tbll.t tbe 'Ullion ttarther requanecl tbat 
•hould the a'b&nd0Jll8nt be appro¥ed, the Ccad.111on UllpO■e herein appropr:1.-
111,te labor p?'Otecti'N conditicu; 

I't ~rtber a5r1r11, fll&t B&cerltown L\llber ~C'lll);JNQ', located oa tu 
Autietaa Bniioii, o end w~tilllcm¥ in oppo■iticn to the a'bu40allmt; tat 
ita te■tiaony 4-on■tratea. the adverse tinuaeial effect wbi~h the abddal .. 
,ent would b&ve upm it; tbat auch evidence•• been con1idered, bu.tin 
view ot applicant•' eMDtllleatl which woul,; :renlt in eont1nuecl ■enice to 
thi1 shipper 1mder the WM leue propoaal a.nd. tlu.1 1hipper'1 Yithdrawl of 
it1 oppo1ition, no detailed 1tatwzrt ot the eviduce ottered by thi1 lldp­
per la nece11ary-; that Couervit, Inc., Amold Graphic■ ID Itri••• Inc. 
uid Industrial Mercbant1 Storage CC'41p&D1", ahippera located ou tM l•• 
portion ot the Hager1t011D Bnnch &110 appeared at bearing; and that 1n 
view ot applicant•' eP1NnHat1, and the vithdrawl. ot theae lldpper1' o'b­
Jection1 to the abuclolwlF, a ct.tailed natn n+. ot their teats.o,,,. aDcl 
po1iticma i1 11111.\arl,, U11DNe11&17; 

It turther &!iirinl, 'l'bat the only •hipper Vbich •111ta1Ded. oppo1i­
tion to the applica on1 •• the Marquette Caent »t,nu1'&ctur1Dg CcaptJIT 
(Marquette); that this ■hipper 11 located 1n Hagerstown, Md., with it• 
railhead at Security·, Md., Ul4 pre■e~ rece1vw1 1ervice traa tba 1110 
and WM and is open to reciprocal IVitchiDg by the lorf'olk and Western 
Railway C!C'llp,n,y (MW); that thi• ■hipper expressed concem tor the ettect 
ot the aband.oment on car ~, 1ervice and rates; that, by ita telt1-
JIOD1', thi1 ahipper indicated that its primary objecti-:m •• a. rate atter 
rather than an a'bandoZllent •tte?"; that the stated n.te difficulty in­
volves the applic&tion ot a apecitic taritt 011 caent to aoutbem point1, 
to which tariff the MO 11 a party and the WM ii! not; that the._, 11 a 
party to th.. nb.1ect tariff end this shipper could enjoy thi1 tariff under 
the recipl'OC~\ nitcbiq ~ between llllf Gd WM tor tnttic at Ra&• 
eratovn, Md.; 

It further •pP&ring, 'lhat, in rebvttal to the concem e.xpresaed by 
Marquette, a'PJ)licant1 presented test:t.mony by their MMtr!r ot pricing, 
whose juril!ldiction includes caent ra1;es on BM> ~d wv.; that be l'tated 
that the specific tar-itt, which concerns Marquette, .. £ proposed to l»e 
canr :.;lled and hen.rings have been conducted by the Ger..~ra.l height Tn.ttic 
CODlllittee at which Marquette ottered teatimon;y subatant.· ally the 111M as 
that contained in these proceed11131; that, should the a ,plication■ herein 
be &J'l'Proved, the subjeet tarttt would nmain in torce anc'.I be aw.Hable to 
!'..arquette via N&W uritil .:.loi<!h time as the taritt DAY be cancell~; tbat 
Marquette had not shippea. from Hagerst~ lfia MO under the s,·:.,ject tar .. 
itt until several months prior to th~ bel!.dt-.i;and that other Maryl.and 
mills, which clo not have the subject t!'l.1 .:,: t a:vailable to them, bave 
shipped to southern d.eatin&tiona in cattpet.it'-on with tiarquette:, under 
higher rates; 

]t turther a;a,earing , That the e·ricl~ncf! of :record a.dduced in tbe1e 
procee~!Jigs d.emonstra.te s tba.t the emended abandonment and : .. ea11e applica­
tion•, w1ll not result :ln the lo1a of miJ . service to all)· concerned NO 
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patron; that such MO patron.a located. on the Hage.-; .1tCM!. and Alltietaa Branche• 
vUl receive adequate, and perm.pa better, urvice by WM under the leue 
propol&l; that trattic tol11"'t'ly 110'V!Dg overhead to +.be H&pratoWD Bruch 
v1ll be handled unt9-,r reroute 1n a aore etticient and econaaic IIUIDer; tbat, 
by the abandmllent, B&O will awid the caatimlad occurrence ot lo■H• wbich 
it baa ■uttered by provi■ion ot ■ervice on the abt.n&aleJrt aectiOD ud WM 
Y1ll e~O)" profitable open1:iou lrJ the propoaed laa■e; that the Hapr■tovn 
ab&ndoment aection 11 1n need ot rs:batant1&l rehabilitation, in tbe allOUllt 
dalon1trat1Jd by applicant■, which -..oul.4 be neee11a17 enould operaticma be 
reamed thereover; that 1uch rehabilitation and nonalized •inte111,11Ce tllf!:te ... 
after would be a.n illprovident and um .tce■ao.ry expendi tu.re ot carrier re­
aou:-"?ea, which i• not required by &flY present or dalonatmted Mure need 
tor ■ervice to ohippers on t.-.e ablmdmmeD~ :ectio:J or tor the ao· "llllnt ot 
overhead tn.ttie thereover; tm t the concerna expre■aed tor re·~ention ot 
the Hageratown Branch tor overbize trattic are not aupport,ed by an;r evi­
dence that a.v oversize load.a v1ll be generated which can be tJ'&ILIJ)('rted 
only over thi■ Branch; that, by contraet, . plicant• and union proteaturt 
have ■hown that other route• are availab1e tor the aovaent ot ovenize 
loe.da &Dd ~tour movement•; and that the eviderce produced at he~rillg and 
the tinding■ contained in the Tbreahold A111e1.-.nt Survey deaoutrate tbat 
no definite plu8 exict tor f'J.ther :rail-oriented induatri&l growth or the 
developaeat ot cca.rter n.il Hrvice, Which would nece■■itate the retenticn 
ot the aubject lines; 

It turther a~ar~, 1'hat the oppo1ition of Marquette herein 11 pri­
arily concemed th ti &fplication ot a certain taritt on mo, 1rrt• ot 
caent to southern destimtiona; that service to Marquette Y1ll not be ad­
versely affected by appro,'81 ot the■e applications in that ~te v1ll 
continue to receive mil ■ervice by WM and be open to reciprocal mtcbing 
with 1'&W; that the rate■ under tbe aubject taritt Y1ll be available to 
Marquette via B&W until 1uch ti:le •• the n.+.ea •Y be cancelled ~uurt 
to appropriate authority; that other taritt1 al.10 enat tor 110~::..t ot 
the involved c011110ditiea by W)l; that Marquette Y1ll have an opJ,or, "Dlity to 
represent its intereat on the nte •tter in u 11ppropriate procetJding; 
and, aa preHnted herein, INCh rate •ttera are not capable of re■olution 
in these proceedillga and do not warrant tbe &mill ot the applicaticma 
herein or the tllpoaition ot reatriction■ \IPOll tbe abuML ,aent o.r leue 
authority; 

It tu.rtber &~DI• '-t ·t;b11 deci■ion i■ not a •.1or Jetleral ac­
tion 1ipiticaiitly ~izlg the quality ot the huan envircmmt within 
the Jl8Uing ot the •tioaal llm.roDlental Poliq Act ct 1969; tht1t tbe 
record herein, including the tlncUnc• ot tbe 'Dlreaho1d A1H■aml, 8V9'117 
and the teat~ ottered at beariJ11 bJ' public iDte:ren■, arrant.a the 
iapoaition ot the pu.bl.ic uae and. preHnation ccm41ticma rec~1ct.d ill 
the Smvey; 

It further a and. it 1• here found, i'bat the public conve-
nience and nece1a type a domaent o be aubject lines c,t rail-
.road, aa specified below; that the l•■e tnuaction, subject to i·~• a,di­
tication to pemit rail service by the We■tem Maryland hil.1111¥ Ca~ 
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. .... 
lfo. AB-19 (Su'b 1'o. 20) ~ al. ' 

~wr the Aatietaa Branch ot the Waahington County Rt.Uraad r-,: ,...,. bnwa 
V&l.uaticn stationa Ot-00 and 65+71. 11 a trua.ction vitJwa the Hape of 
section 5(2) ot the Interstate Ccaaerce Act &Del 11 couiatent vitb tlle Jllb· 
lie interest; an4 that the iatereata ot carrier aployee1 1b&ll lMt ~ 
by the bqtoaition ot con41t1ou, aa apecif1e4 below; and 

It 11 ortlared., 'l'bat the Ulllldllenta to the application in Docut ao. 
AB-19 (Bub lo. 20) are granted; and tbat, l\ll;ject to the eaplayN protective 
conditicaa ipOCitied in~ Sbort Lim R. Co.-AbuadolllNlt-OOabma, 354 
I.C.C. 76 (19TT), the pre~and Mure -,,,ublic conwn!ence Mid we11it7 
peZ'llit abudmlatut by tba Waabington County Rt.ilro&d t'!cwpt,JQr ot t.be ,orticm 
ot it■ Hapr■ton Bnnch 'between Valuaticn station 0+00 at Wowrtce, Nd. 
and V&luati011 station 980+00 at or near Rost,ur,r Md., and the porticn of 
it1 Security Jnncb betwen Valuation atatiau t5+71 aDd 130+00 at or 1111&r 
SeeU1'1.'t,-, Nd' , and tba♦• the preMDt and MUN l'Ub1ic CODV9DieDCe u4 nec­
e111ty pelllit the a'bad-wt by~ Bllltmore and <luo Railroad c.,..v 
c;.t ope:raticm onr 1&1d 11ml ot J!'&il.N&cl. 

It 11 f\Jrtber ordered, !hat 'ln PiDlnce Docket llo. 28348, the &pp11ca­
tion ot the Weit.em Mar,-1.and Railway ~capan:r to acquire by l••• Ul4 oper­
ate the portion ot the W.1b1ngt.on County Rlllroad CC111PUJ¥'• Bapntown 
Branch b4rtvllen Valuation StatiOll 980+00 at or nea:r :Roxbury, Md. a1l4 Vr.la• 
tion Station 1250+94 at. or near Hagerstown, Md., and it• portion ot the 
Antietam Branch betlfeen Vd.1.ua.ticm stations 130t00 ud 194-t-21.3 at or near 
Security, Md .. , be, and it ii hereby, approved aubject to the IIIPlOJN pro­
tective c~ditiona iJlpoNd in Okla.he.a. •~ Co. Trustees AbeDdcaee'1t, 
257 I.c.c. 177 (19'..4), a1 1appltllented byappl.1cable provialcu o? 
Hction 405 ot t• Rail lall/MftPJ' Service Act and alao IUbject to tu lMH 
an4 aperttion by the- Wenem Nl.ry'land Bl.ilw.y CCWJ)UV' ot the portioa of 
Wuh.1ngton County RaU:roacl C,..,.-.uy'a Antietaa BNDCb between V&la'ticm 
staticna Ot-00 &Del 65+71, at or DMI' Seevity, Nd. 

It 11. f\lrtber ordered, !bat the tolloring conditiou to pend.t public 
uae ol the abamoned railrcacl right-of•W¥ and to ■upport preHna:tion ot 
the hiatoric "LoDg Bnd&e'· loca'ted theN<lD ab&ll. be impoHd u;,on a oertiti­
cate ot aband. ... ut to be : •ned herein: 

l. Walhing~OD County Railroad Ccapt.!Q' and '!he Baltiaore 
and Ohio aa.Uraad ro-cnpeny •ball not lell, lea■e, 
exchange, or otbem.1e dilJ)O■e ot the richt-of-w,y 
underlying the track, r.11 bric!p1, and &ll cul'ftrtl 
on the line tor a period ot 120 day• tollorillg tan.­
a.nee or the certificate unle11 said :pr..J})erty laa1 
:t'irat been 1,tter.,d upon reasonable ~erm:, to re■pc11• 
aible persona 1Dtere1ted in acquiring the property 
tor public ue. 

2. In the event that a public or private orp.nization 
interested 1n acquisition ot tbe rl.sbt-ot-1f11¥ doe1 
ll0t comc forward within the a'boft-apecitied 120-dq 
period, ·then applicants shall iDcluu 1D any contract 
tor sale ot the abanckalleJJ+. property the tollaw1Jlg: 
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• •o. AB-19 (Bub llo. 20) et &l. 

(a) !hat the nbaequent purcbue ot ald property 
aubait plan• tor tutun UM ot tbe propert1, 
including brl~ lt:NCture1, tot.be C«ai111cn 
and the Hlltoric PNHnatiCID COUDCil tor re­
view; &D4 

(b) 1'bat in the eftllt the bridge 11 eftntuall;r da• 
mol.llhe4, the nbaequent purchuer will, prior 
to dellolltion, euure tb&t appzropnate 1111&nrea 
are taken to adaqaately record. the ■tl'IICture 
accoJ'd1nl to lrtandarda preacribed bT the Historic 
Allllr1cu ZDgtneertag Ricord. 

It 11 further ordered, fll&t in the eftat uy pereon or IOftIWDt n­
tity i■ cou1dering an otter' ot timnc1.&l. uaiatance to enable tbe rail 11er­
vice involved to be c?nti. .. ued, then INl~h pe1'■on or goveuwart emit,' lha.lld 
prcaptly ~ive notice thl.t it 1■ conalditl'ing nch u otter bT cert1tle4 a 1ll 
to camer •~icut1 and by tint clu1 •U to all partiea ~ ncord. u4 
the c0111111ion; 

It la further ordered, 'Bat applicant n.ilroada 1b&ll, vi'thiD 10 dql 
after receirlng noticE. &tan otter ot f1Dulc1&1. •••inance 1• belng COD• 
aidered, au aft.U&ble to the partJ ccaal'1ariDg the otter of ftmncial 
a11iatance the 1nfoJW.ti0D 4aacribed under tbe he&41ng "!ail1'0&4a leek1nc 
Abe.ndoment Authority," which appears in the attached. lfotice ot tba CC11111-
1ion entitled "Procec!ure1 tor PendiDg Rail AbUldc•M4at ea_.,," ••"94 
llal"Ch 31., 1'176, and pllhllabed on that aate iD +. , '- J'ed.eral llg11ter, 41 J'R 
13691 (hereim.tter called the Procedure■), &D4 nch 1nton1&ti0D aball 'be 
ll&4a available in the 11111m • r 4aacribed in tbe Procedmea; 

It 11 tli£-.vher ordered, That upclll th11 ordar becaaing a~1.ltratiftl.7 
tiDll., notice oft& t1n41Jlg of public con,19nience and nece11ity aa4a bin­
in ab&ll be ~:I.abed in the Federal Register parnut to tbe requinMDta 
ot Hction la (6)(a) ~ tbe Interstate Cea.arc• Act, •• Ulelll1a4; 

It 1■ t\arther ordered, 'Drat, notvitut..DdiDg &fl7 notice tll&t tlmDci&l 
a11iatance 11 being coulclered that -.y haft been d,wn purWllllt to 1:ba 
above ordering paragraph, UV' 1.er1on or goveznnt entity uairilll to otter 
fiDIDc1al ua rtuc• to enable the rail 1ervic• 111volv.d to be ocmtta.cl 
■ball, vitlwl 15 ctqa ot publicat1011 in the hderal Jllgilter ~ tbe a1Mm.-
4eacrlbe4 NDd1ng of pablic cOlfflmiace Ul4 mce11it7, HD4 DOtitloatiOD ot 
ncb otter bJ' certified •U to •pplicant railioact■ and the Ccad■■icD and 
bJ' tlnt cla11 •11 to all ,art:.ea ~ record., &114 nob DOtificaticD 1111.ll 
1Dclude the teiu &114 into.-aticn 4eacr1be41Dlar ta bead1JII, "Fencm1 
otterire Rall Sel'Yice A111atuce," which appean in the Proceclmel; 

It 1• turther ordered, '.rh&t it the Ccal1111on tinda that a t1Dulc1&117 
reapo1111ible peraon ha• ollere4 tinUlc1&1. a■■ilt&Dce in accordance vltb the 
Procettmea, the CClllll11■ion •hllll puwtpcee tbe 11nuce ot a certiticate ~ 
a'ba.Ddoment tor nch reaac:mabl• tbll, DDt t\l UNe4 6 acmtba, u la met•• 
■ary to -.bl.a nch per1cm or IOftlwut atlV to enter 1ato a l'it:;4191 
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ao. AB-19 (llib llo. 2>) at &l. 

-..zem,ut with tbe applicut :r&1lZ'oada to proffda tlmno1&.,. aaa:l...,_ tor 
cont1Jma4 rail Nffloe or to Jllft)laN tbe zaU lim; 

It 1• furtbe:r "'rdned, !bat wbln the Ccad.a11on 11 illtoma4 ot 1ale 
e:acutloc ot u, ls-.nclai wlataace acne 1i't OI' acquiaition u4 opaa-_ 
ting agrnoo'1t, ' tlle luuaDrA of the certitlaate of abenc',,.,.... ..U 'be · 
p,1tpoD1t4 fol' nab per1o4 of ts.. aa IUOh ua apsa I Rt (iDcl.1141111 U, a­
teuioa. or aocUftaatf.4aa) ii SA ett.ct; 

It 11 ~:r 0-ht all .-one8JICO'DC• to the C~ll10D 1t!t.h 
reapect to offfti 61 1&l a111iltuc• tor tbe ccat1Dllecl apen.t1GIUI or 
acqui11t1011 of~ nb3ect 11- ahal.1. ccata1n an appropriate refe:NDN to 
the nit&ble proa•1na; Ul4 tbat an tu l01111r latt-llud conar at..,._ 
lopes coataiatna INOb oorru,cadwe tbe 1:all.almll DOtatlm llla1l 'be t,pe4 
1n 'boldface "AB-MCP"; 

It 11 t\rrtber ordered, bt ■w,ject to tu cCDd.iticu Ht fOl'Ul abaft, 
an appropriate certinciate ot abaD4mND+. alall be 1ane4, aD4 tbe appli­
cant■ lblll not ett.-:1t aa;y abaMnneen+ or 41acaatimllnce of Hrrice Jl'i,or 
to the ettectiw da;;e ot nch certit1cate of ablll4c mt,. 

And 1, 1a ftart'Mr ordlln4, Dl&t th11 ordllr ..U be ett9C'tb~ 20 cllra 
trm u. a.& or .. m. rf 

_"}" -Dated. at ll&lbiD&tcm, D. c., t.hle ~c,p da:, ot October, lffl. 

(SJAL) 

\._va.,-T --' ~ 
:rd., A4111n:!atn.tiYe Lav Judp. 
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ItrrDSTATI COIICIICE C<IICISSIOH 

n&eJ101 
N~. AB•l9 (Sub•lo• 20) / 

'WAS~il}l;TON COOm'Y IAILllMD COMPANY AND BALTlll>U 
AND OKIO IAILIOAD COMPANY•A~ POmOH HAGDSTOWII 

BIANCli 8E'l'WIIN WEVDTOH Alf"" -.CDS'lWN, Al.SO POmON OP TRI 
At::'ii:-~ IIAWCR Nill SIC\.AITY, AU. IJI )'ASIIDCTQI COU1'TY, 

MilYIAND ✓ 

/ / l'inan•• Dookat llo, 28348 i 
/ WESTON MilYL#JID MIU~Y CCMPARY••LEASE AND OPIMTI•• . 

WASHINGTON COUNTY RAlllOAt> COMPANY, SUBSIDIARY OF BALTit«>. " 
AND OHIO RAlLllQAl) COMPANY, IN WASHINCTOII COtJNTY, MAIYIAlm 

On March 18, 1975 tho Washington County lailroad Comp.~ny 
(Wa1hington County) as owner, •nd the Baltimore and Ohio Rail• 
road Company (P ~ 0.), •• operator, jo ' ntly 10111ht authority un• 
der section 1(~8)-(20) of tha Intar1tate Cc,mmarce Act to ebandon 
a portion of the H&geratown Br'.lftch between Weverton and Hajer1• 
town, and a porti->n of :ha Autietam Brar«=h between Security and 
Security Junction, a ~otat di1cance of 2~.5 mil•• in Wa1hington 
County, MX>. On July :!1, 1976, applican\.d filed a petition for 
autb-:-rity to amend th abandoNIIMnt application to elimina:a from 
abar.do11ment that portion of the Hager,tCJW"n Branch between Rager1• 
town .. nd • polnt near Roxbury, a diataM• of 4.52 mil••• 

On November 24, 1976, the Weatern Maryland Railway Company 
(WM) filed an application under ~ection 5(2) of the act in which 
it ■ought authority to acquiro ?~ lease and operate a p~rtion 
nf Waahtn• ~on County'• Hageratown nranch betwee~ a point near 
Roxbury, MD, and a point nur HageretCF."l, MD, and a portion of 
Washington County'• Securtty 'B~•neh between valuatiuu atation1 
130-t<>O and 194+21.3 near Security, MD. 

In an initial decision of Occober iu, 1977, ir. N~. I. '•l9 
(Sub-No. 20). the Adminl1trutlve Law Judge approved aband~muent 
hy Washington County and thti B 6 O of a portion of thel~ Hager■• 
tc-.1 Branch betweeT\ Wevarton and Roxbury, MD, and a portion of 
their Anc :_etam Branc~ at or near Security, MD. In Finance Docket 
No. 28348, the Admioi1trativ• Law Judg~ appro~ecl the lu1e and 
operation by Western Maryland lailway Company o~ pcn-tlona of 
Wa1hington County'• Hat~e ·t'MI and Antiecam Branche.,. 

The abandonmene in Ii, A-S•l.9 (Sub•No. 20) ••• ap.provad 
"subject to the employe ~ prot,1ctivr. eo, iitiona apecifled ' .'\ 
·•t•,oy Short Line R1 Co4 ••6bandOJU91Dt•::x9•bfn. 3S4 I.c.c. 76 
' 9 7 " \ ... 
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No. AB-19 (Sw>~No. 20) _ • r 

h!. approvlna- J:linance Dccket No. 28348 the Admint1tratlw Law Judp p.re'ICrtbed 
"the em1,l~yee protective conditioDI lmpoNd 1n Oklahoma Railway Co. Tru1tew1 
Aban,donme6j 257 I .c.c. 177 (1944). 11 1upplement by the 1ppUcable protialau 
of NCUOD 4 of the &ail 1>a■MDjllr Service Act ••• " 

On 'N(;vwml'w'lr 14, 1'177, the Brotherhood vi l.oc.omotiw BnpnNra (BLB) 4led 
11 p41Udon fo1 t..4mlDiHtrathe r11vtew. AppUc.tJ.1t11 r.pliad on O.C.mblr 2, 1977. 
BLB'a peUUo>n wa1 l1mit1d to the ecope of the employee protecUve coadit1oll1 impoNd 
ir. the awdo~nent applic~tion, i.e. thoae conraiMd in On:;11 Short 1.Sne. ILi maill• 
tain111 tbat the Q!t&OD Short l..ine c:onditioDI do not c.omply me IDGDdet, ot NCUCID 
la(f) of the lntenrate Commerce Act, u.d tbat cond1Ctou more protective of employ• 
interest• abould be lmpoNCl 1n thi~ abandonme11t pr~edlq. 

The Rail ReVltaUHttOD and .Regulatory 1\a!.orm Act of 1971' (fa Act) Uldk:a&lld 
that condltent treatment of em0loyee protection ill ablodomneni proceedulp would 
be•t be 1at11fied by the in.apolW,un, at a muwnum, of tha employee protacUw condi­
t1on11 enacted 1n and de 'lllloped i:,ur auant to section 405 "' tbe Rail ParHnaer S.rvtce Act 
of 1970. It is our Judpment that all abandonment app..lcations pendiDC a• of 
November 1, 1976, are I abject to the impo11tioll of the labor protacdve CODditiou •• 
d.tacusaed 1n Oreaon Sbo!!,_~~ Accordinpy, BLB 1

1 petWon for r•ftew eould be 
denied. 

However, in Q.:: ,on Sho1't lJDe, tbe Commiaaion retained Jur.ildlction to pro,..ide 
all inttrested parti • an opportu.nity to comment on the dec111on. BLB f1le<i IUc:h 
co01ment1, The C"Jmmis■ion •., r.ow cev1ew1ni the matter to determine wbrther the 
,;onditions apecWed ill_ Onf>D 'Sbox·tJ.:!!!! or aome other ·c:ODCUtioD• ptOViQe tile appro• 
pdete employee protect1on..a1 req~red by C~re111;, 

In the meantime, I' .. r.dert may con1umm1t>.1 abandoam•t• dur1r., tbia period, 
but if they do 10, the Con.c:iiaslon wW deem them to bue no objection to the emploYN 
.,. ,·-,tecti ve condit1one apocU1ed in Orep Short Line. U after reY1ew1DJ the comment 1, 
the CommiHion l"'~ermine~ dw.t other labor protectiw C()lldition1 ·"'ouU be more 
appropriate, then in those pruceedinga not coc1ummated we wlll by our retent•~n of 
Jurlldiction impose suc1~ other condilion1, 

!t is ordered; 

(1) The petiti:m for admiu.i1tr&.t1~ review filed hy the Brother1,ood ot Locomotiw 
Bnpers is denied. 

(2) The Administrative Law Judge 's decision <.'atJd October ~6. i977, 11 affirmed. 
The Commission resen:,a the ri~t to modify this oxdor in ac ·ordance with any modi!lc&• 
tlona made 1n Oregon Short Line. This de:ciaion wUl be eftecti ie on tile date lt 11 rerwd. 

Decided April 21, 19·,.·. 

By the Commission, Di vh1ion 2, acung as an Appellate Di vision, 
Commluioners Stafford, M1Jrphy, and CLa.pp. ·· -

(SBAL) 

-2-

H. G. HOMME, JR.. 
Actin1 Secretary 
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JL!"1 ~ 2 1978 

INTBRSTATB COMMERCE CO~!ON 

CBR".:~i:..:ATB + DBCISJON 

Docket ~~o. AB-19 (Sub-No . 20) 

I semCF. DATE I 
Jllll2 a 

J 
W MHING'ION COUNTY UILROAD COMPANY AND 1HB bAL 11MORB AND OHIO 

1"1LROAD COMPANY A!.'.NDONMBNT POR11ON HAGERSTOWN BRANCH BBTWBBN 
WBVBRTON AND HAOIUTOWN, AUO POR1tON OP 'nlB AN'MBTAM BRAHCH NBAR 

SBCURITY, ALL IN W ASHltlln>N CCXJNTY, MD 

Decided Ju11e 19, 1978 

I have coa1idered die neon IA dl1I prooeecHna, 1Dc1w:Un1 die actrn101crat1vely 
final dee.tat.on Nrnd April 27,· 1971, ID which die comm1111oa, Dlmtun 2, ICtull 
u u AppeUar:e Dlvtaton, atarmed die declaloa cl. die .\dmtn11tl'adft Law Jlldp 
aened November 8, ;m, wb1cll autborlsed die~ by dlfl WuhblalDD 
County Railroad Company of me portion of 1tl Hapr•owr. Branch between Valur i'lon 
Station o+OO It Wnertm, MD, ad Valuadoll Station 980t00 at or wr Rca:bmy, MD, 
and thes portlaa of 1Ca Secur1ty Branch between Val111tl0n Statlou 65+71 and t ~ at 
or 1IO&I' Security, MD, ad CbaC Iba preNDt and fulun public ,:oonaleac• 111d we1-
11ty permit die abandonment IP/ flle Balttmo:re wt Ohio llailrold COIDplllJ of apera­
tiou over u1d line1 ol railroad. 'Ille dedalon Hffed NoftlDber I, 19'17, alao 
proYi&Secl tbat an, per._, lllcllldtn1 a pyernmat mac,-, would be pea the oppor­
CUDity to .-nau an after al ftnnclal wtacance co die carrier .:-~••· wlthta 15 daJ• 
of tbG, dale ol pabJlcadoe oldie Comml■11oD'1 flndlqll ta die Pedlral ReawMJr, bJ 
fWDa wilb die Commiaatoa u ofller coat11ntna Iba 9YSdlace 1pectfled ID Procedun• 
for Pendtns Re.U Mmdoament c .... , 41 Ped.••· 13691 (1976). -

'lbe notice of ftnd!Dp WU p•bJllbed ID the Pedenl Regt.aer on May 23, 1978. 
The time for lbe fWna of afftn ol an.clal ualatallce bu aplred t,ltbout a bona 
fide oiler.· In the lbeew,e ~ ■ucll • oil£, u appropriate c~rtlflc• .ad decl1lon 
lhould be .._ed. 

It ll cerua.cl ~ die pa.- 111d 6alure public CGllftDiat.e and WfJtllltJ peT.Clt 
ahencb•.meat at tbe abcwe-deledbed UM, 8Ubject co the approprta&e coadlrtcaa for ~~ 
procectlon at railway empla,wa u apectftecl ID the pnor dedaion ud f11 .:.··..-,er mat (l, 
Wubillp>r r.OUDCy Railroad Company 111d Tbe Baltlmore and Oldo aallroad Oolllpl.'JJ 
11lall not eeu, lNN, n:dwap, n --.1a .. dlllpNe of d:o rtpt-af1ay UllderlJlDI 
tbe tract, Ill brlct&U, Md all cultwta oa die 1IDe for a period ol 120 daytJ from Ille 
service date of :Ilia cer&Ulolce ud dloldJD UD1n1 Mid ~ 1- bu flrat bNII olfend 
upon n&P-:.-n•Ne tllrml, to napar.!Sble per1ou llllm..cad m acqu!rin& t'le 111,.,-,, 
for pubJ1<· w wl (2) la Iba nae dlat a public ar prtftte oqalsatlaa .. UCld ID 
acquuWon of die 111bt-d1a, doea not come fnwud wllbm die ~•- ... peclflecl 120 
clay ,-lod, daell appllcera lllall lncludl Ill '!.DJ CODtract for ..ie of Iba ,:;i,,Mdon,ne;,t 
pxopaty die followta,: (a) daac .. _... .... pmchuer at N1d pxopezty auhmlt plaa 
for future UN ol lbe paopatJ, tadndl• •ldae ilCnCllll'el, c., tbe Comm•••• wl die 
Hs.mtc PnNnar:loa CouacU a """": ad (b) lbat ID die neat die brldp la 
nn1111U, demoJto.S, .. 111111...-r punbaNr will, prlar co dea,loltHon, euure 



Dcdet No. AB-19 (Sub-ND. 20) 

mat • an talDID m llllquQtely ncord the ltrUCture accordlna to 

...,....,. •---•• dw III rn4e Alna1ou- IJacPz 11aa •~· 

' 
(1) 1Ma a a•na• a.t .............. .a.ct lild be la force on die date lt ta 

..,.. TUD W,IGelll• • --!...,...._~be absatm■a.d ma, be canceled 
up1111 - --~-10--· .._ • .... o.mlNtoa wt to the .... id public by 
au■,, ud ~ ,ill• m• • pell ,._ bf .. COmadNloll under r.ctton 6 of dte 
Jallr__.. eo-nw r• Mt. WIiia ._ ••s tds• cenoe,... ~ app11c:able to utd 
U•• &M .... 1DI ◄• ibill, la ..... ,a 111, i'iller IOdlL, C6111tic• ad decleton by 
cllit • motet w••r. 

(2) If .. ~• • ., plllllld ty 1111a certlflc.,. Md dlclaton 11 nerclaed, appllcants 
lbal1 111hadt \'ft oapt•• af die jcWNJ -llll:rlN die ndrement of the Une from 
Nl"Yice, wl lllall ..... , ... Cin:t:d w IJntNa:\ately :dtel· abandonment 
of die u.e a, , al ..... • ;•11111 •n..-t ■ce.ally tort place. 

(3) II 1lllie ..._n&y p1MM la 1111■ ~ ad decl1ioD ie not nier.claed within 
OU JeR m.-. ~-- dlle, ti 111111 ber~ • fa.ff force ad eflec.t. 

_ .. co Heaton, n••nJ ......... DUWi:1111', 0fllceol~. 

(SBAL) 
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G Homme, Jr. 
Mr H. • •. secretary 
Acting ... commerce Commission 
Int er~~a;~on Avenue & 12th Street, N .W. 
Constl U 20423 

hi . ...+on D.C. Ws.S Ots" ' 

Re: Washington County Railroad Company d 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad CompanJ~ 
Abandonment portion Hagerstown Branch 
between Weverton and Hagerstown, also 
portion of" the Antietam Branch near 
Security, all in Washington County, 
Maryland -
Docket No. AB-19 (Sub No. 20) 

J Dear Mr. Homme : 

By certi:ficate and decision dated June 19, 197? ...,, 
(served June 22, 1978), the Commission authorized the capt::.~w-
abandonment • 

·.-v ·,as 
b d nment author::.,. 

Please be advised that the a an ° 
exercised at 12•01 AM November 15, 1978. 

• , d v:i.ll ~t 
. thi' s reg&r -

t · s 1n Copies o:f the journal en rie 
forwarded to the Commission in due course. 

Very trulY yours, 

t..:r. J . "1-- --i.. 

RJo:awc 

r 



Exhibit E 



r. 8. G. La\·!ler 
iss1stant Vice-President 
& conptro 11 er 

'hcss;e System 

1 ~orth Charles Stre~t 
~ltir,iore, Maryland 21201 

oear Mr. Lawler: 

ACAP./MJ 

f] Thank you for your letter of April 4, 1979, subr:iitting the 

accounting for the authorized abandonments of the Magers town and 

~nt1etam branches that had been inadvertently omitted from your 

_ original sutlnission to us of February 2, 1979. 

~ The accounting 1s acceptable and our file on this matter will 

r 

be closed. 
Sincerely yours, 

Aubrey H. /!n, J~. 
Chief, Interpretat1ons Branch 

be: Regional Auditor - P~ila~el~~i~g (Sub. 20) 
L/" Room 1221 for insertion in 




