  The prospect of additional train traffic, especially if it poses a hazard by transporting dangerous chemicals, is very disturbing. I am a homeowner whose subdivision lies directly south of the EJ&E tracks and am growing concerned about the upcoming purchase of this railroad line. My concerns are these:

1. What safeguards are in place should there be some sort of derailment or leak of chemicals along this line?
2. Will the public be notified of this change in ownership and of the transportation of potentially dangerous cargo? If so, how will we be notified and will we have a chance to submit our concerns?
3. The lack of crossing gates at several intersections along this route in the Lincolnway area becomes an even greater concern if the traffic increases. Will there be crossing gates installed at these intersections BEFORE the new company takes over the line?
4. With increased traffic, there will surely be more train whistles going off at early hours of the morning. Currently, the frequency of whistles is very high, especially between the hours of 10 pm and 6 am. Will there be a Quiet Zone imposed BEFORE the sale of the line takes place?

These issues are important to my family, my neighbors, and undoubtedly those families who live in nearby subdivisions. We deserve to be informed of any changes that might pose a threat to our livelyhood and our lives.

Thank you!
Reply to this 

  11/16/2007 11:02 PM Gregg wrote:
When my wife and I moved into the Suttondale subdivision a little over a year ago, we were aware of our proximity to the train tracks, and of the volume level of the trains as they passed just south of our home. It seemed tolerable and we loved the location so much, we were willing to deal with it. What we were NOT aware of at the time of move in was the INCREDIBLY ANNOYING loud whistles at all hours of the night. They drive us both crazy. I am forced to wear earplugs at night so that I can get a restful night sleep... well as restful as it can get with earplugs jammed in my ears. A quiet zone implemented in Frankfort would be a dream come true for us. A 9-mile stretch of the EJ&E tracks from Mettawa through Vernon Hills already is quiet, and it looks like Vernon Hills may be before the year ends... why not Frankfort?
Reply to this 

  11/17/2007 1:27 PM Marty wrote:
I recently saw an article in the paper about a quiet zone study for the Rock Island railroad through Mokena and Tinley Park. Our local mayors at a minimum as well as our state and county representatives should be leading this charge on the EJ & E line as well. EJ & E has not been a good neighbor with idling trains in the early morning for hours right behind homes, train whistles that are continuous from the 116th street approach all the way through Wolf Road and idling trains tripping road crossing signals. 

Local residents and commuters who drive Wolf road among others will begin racing trains if their frequency increases during peak rush hour times causing lengthy waits for these slow moving freights. Backups currently back up traffic on Wolf road all the way across Route 30. When new retail development is added at the Wolf and 30 intersection increased traffic will lead to gridlock. This is a major concern on many fronts. A signed commitment from Canadian National for gates at all crossings, quiet zones and a negotiated limit on the number of trains per day is critical to the safety in our ever growing area. My feeling is EJ & E still treats our towns as if we are farm villages. The reason they are buying this line is due to big politics in Chicago not wanting these trains running through the south loop where they are slowed by commuter rail lines and scorned by new Multi-Million dollar residential developers. Noone wants these trains idling in their backyards and blasting their horns 50 times a day. We need to stand up and demand our concerns are met prior to approval of this sale.
Reply to this 

  11/18/2007 3:17 PM Ernest Rohr wrote:
We have already met with and communicated with several of our ELECTED officials in Frankfort, concerning a quiet crossing on Center St. in Frankfort and it has fallen on deaf ears. It appears if you do not live in a subdivision paying over $14,000.00 a year in taxes, your valid concerns are ignored. " Let me check into that, I will get back to you, I understand your concern." Sounds more like a used car salesman, rather than an individual who not only depends on votes, but acts on the requests of those who placed them in their position. Summers are already no longer quiet at night, with the whistles blowing, not the short 4 blasts as required, but laying on the whistle over 10-20 seconds per 'blast'. I am also concerned about safety, yet when Frankfort officials define the costs of how it will cost the village over $250.000.00 dollars to create a quiet crossing setting, to then gain approval from the railroad, they better check their options. I myself have found MANY villages who have accomplished the same task, with safety as their number one concern, for well under $100.000. Perhaps the village should take a quick look at the dollars spent on installing needless sidewalks on Sauk Trail, let alone the oddity of spacing and species of trees placed too close to one another, only to have to cut some of them down in years to come. Next election will be proof to the pudding on how these individuals act on and communicate to the very residents who placed them in their positions. Are the trains are needed? YES Yet when safety can be achieved, while also eliminating whistles, this village should be doing all they can to get it done. Now with the increase in traffic coming our way, I think they probably should start looking for another part time job. Their actions will determine how we, as a community, will cast our votes during their next election. I will be the first one to remind everyone at that time how their support and actions, helped or hurt our community. Quiet the trains and do what you are elected to do.
Reply to this 

1. 11/29/2007 10:11 PM Ernest Rohr (update) wrote:
I recently received a call from our Mayor of Frankfort, Jim Holland, concerning my recent entry to this blog. Although nothing is ever a sure thing, the recent decision of the Surface Transportation Board, the impact appears to be leaning slightly in our direction. Yes, the trains will probably be here, yet the quantity of residents impacted on OUR end, is MUCH less the quantity of residents currently impacted. NO, I am not changing my mind on how I feel the excessive amount of trains will effect us, I now feel, with a more educated knowledge of the situation, that we should be working toward lessening the impact, rather than fighting a most likely loosing battle on trying to stop the traffic from coming our way. I have added the press release, from Frankfort, along with a link at the bottom, regarding the recent decision presented from the Surface Transportation Board. Take a look. 

Canadian National (CN) Purchase 
of EJ & E Railroad Will Require EIS
The Surface Transportation Board (SThttp://www.stb.dot.gov/decisions/readingroom.nsf/WebDecisionID/38540?OpenDocument INCLUDEPICTURE "http://blog.stopthelincolnwaywhistle.com/emoticons/cool.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 announced today that a full environmental impact study will be required before the board makes its determination to authorize, deny or authorize with conditions the application of the Canadian Railway Corporation and Grand Trunk Corporation (together, CN) to acquire control of the EJ & E Railroad. In addition, the board established a procedural schedule and accepted the application as a “minor” transaction under the board’s rules. 
Frankfort Mayor Jim Holland commented, “We are very pleased that the Surface Transportation Board is requiring a full environmental impact study before ruling on the issue of the Railroad acquisition. We have been opposed to the significant increase in rail traffic that the acquisition proposes because of the negative environmental and safety impacts that increased rail traffic would bring to our community. By their action, the Surface Transportation Board has indicated that they have heard our concerns and they will require the CN to address those concerns before ruling on the acquisition. This is indeed good news for our residents.”

Environmental Impact Studies commonly take 18 months or more to complete. The board commented that the study is warranted in view of the large projected traffic increases on certain line segments and the resulting potential impacts of the proposed transaction on a number of communities. A Draft EIS will be prepared that will analyze in detail the potential environmental impacts of the transaction. The public will have at least 45 days to comment on the Draft EIS, after which a Final EIS will be prepared that will respond to the public comments and include recommendations for any environmental mitigation conditions. The Board will then take the full environmental record into account in deciding whether to authorize the transaction as proposed, deny it, or authorize it with conditions. 

Reply to this 

  11/19/2007 9:04 AM Sue wrote:
Quiet zone legislation is a must to maintain a pleasant quality of life near these tracks. We have already seen a significant increase in train traffic in the last 2 years. The idea that there are no gates at the crossing at 116th (just blocks away from the school) is just plain crazy with the amount of traffic in the area. The crossing at Wolf is getting more and more dangerous because of sitting trains that cause the gates to remain down.We need quiet zones and safe crossings!
Reply to this 

  11/20/2007 12:50 PM Tony R wrote:
We moved into Cardinal Lake subdivision about two years ago. Our house is just north of the EJ&E tracks with a clear view of the Wolf Road crossing. We realized that the tracks were relatively close when we were building but the noise and the frequency of the trains seemed bearable at that time. I grew up in a house next to train tracks and have never heard such a blatant disregard for peace and quiet as I have experienced with the EJ&E. I have heard trains just sit and idle near the crossing for what sometimes feels like hours, especially in the middle of the night. Which then proceed to start intermittent horn blasts 5 to 10 minutes before the train even begins to idle up and move. I have seen and heard trains wailing on the horn even after the engine has cleared the crossing. However I would like to point out that not every Engineer blows the horn in the same manner. There have been a few occasions when the horn was hardly used at all which would make me believe that the engineers have a choice whether or not to wake up the entire town. Please don't get me wrong, I am all for safety but Wolf Road is a gated crossing with flashing lights and bells. Why do they need to blow the horns? Do they help? I don't think so. The reality is that should someone decide to go around the gates, bells, and flashing lights the odds of that train stopping before impact are slim to none. All I know is that it sure would be nice to open the windows at night once in a while without the entire house being woken up. PLEASE STOP THE HORNS - TOO LOUD TO BE A WHISTLE!
Reply to this 

  11/21/2007 12:28 AM phil wrote:
thank you for attacking this problem, i wish our elected officials worked as hard, where is sen. durbin, why isn;t he doing one of his famous press conferences out here where we have no crossing gate near our school, pls email with what you need in terms of help.. i will be telling my friend and neighbors to blog on
Reply to this 

  11/21/2007 2:39 AM ROGER JOHNSON wrote:
THIS REMINDS ME OF THE COMPLAINTS ABOUT O'HARE AIRPORT NOISE SOME YEARS AGO FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS. THEY MOVE IN NEXT TO AN AIRPORT THAT HAS BEEN OPERATIONAL FOR 50 YEARS AND COMPLAIN ABOUT NOISE. WHATS THE MATTER WITH YOU PEOPLE?
Reply to this 

1. 11/21/2007 4:25 AM kevin burns wrote:
FINALLY A PRO RAIL GUY SHOWS HIS FACE THANK YOU I STARTED THIS WEB PAGE TO STIMULATE CONVERSATION ABOUT HOW THe QUALITY OF LIFE WILL CHANGE NOT JUST IN MY BACK YARD BUT FOR A REGION, PERHAPS YOU CAN DISCLOSE IF YOU ARE THE cANADIAN RAIL EXEC WHO JUST MOVED INTO SANDALWOOD BY WALGEENS ON A QUIET LAKE LOT, IF NOT ....YOUR POINT ABOUT OHARE BRINGS UP An intersting POINT.   THIS TRANSFER OF RAIL TRACKS IS TO ALLOW THE RAIL TO ROUTE AROUND CHICAGO IN ORDER TO MOVE FREIGHT FASTER AND AVOID HAVING TO SHARE RAIL WITH COMMUTERS, MAYOR DALEY LOVES SHIFTING PrOBLEMS LIKE TRAIN TRAFFIC OUT OF HIS AREA, HE CLOSED THE PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECTS AND SHIPPED AN INORDINATE AMOUNT OF sECTION 8 HOUSING TO THE SOUTHERN cOOK COUNTIES. lET'S TALK ABOUT OHARE, HUGE PARTS OF BENSENVILLE AND ELK GROVE ARE BEING CONSUMED FOR CHICAGO, SO THE PEOPLE WHO MOVED THEre  AND ENDURED THE NOISE, NOW MUST PICK UP, SO YES THEIR IS ALOT OF REGIONAL NEIGHBORS OF THE RAIL WHO MOVED HERE AFTER THE RAIL, BUT THE RAIL USE IS NOW CHANGING DRAMATICALLY AND WE WOULD LIKE A DIALOGUE ABOUT HOW COMMON SENSE SOLUTIONS ABOUT SAFETY CAN OCCUR AND WE CAN CO-EXIST AS NEIGHBORS. i FIND IT EXTREMELY intersting GOOD TIMING THAT THE RAIL WAITED TO FILE THE 500 PAGE APPLICATION TO THE FEDS WITH NO SAFTEY REPORT COMPONENTS RIGHT AS WE ENTER THE HOLIDAY SEASON, IF YOU WORK FOR THE RAIL, THEN YOU KNOW WE THE NEIGHBORS OF jOLIET, NEW LENOX, FRANKFORT, rICHTON pARK, pARK FOREST, mOKENA, CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ETC. HAVE ONLY A 60-90 DAY WINDOW TO GET OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS TO RESPOND TO US... LET'S KEEP THE DIALOGUE OPEN, BECAUSE THIS WORd OF MOUTH IS ONLY BEGINNING, SEE DURING THE HOLIDAYS, I'LL HAVE MORE TIME TO GET OUR LOUD WHISTLE VOICE HEARD, HAPPY BIRD DAY
Reply to this 

1. 11/29/2007 6:01 PM bill wrote:
add me to the "pro rail guy list" you people crack me up, you move into your subdivisions next to tracks thats been there for over a 100 years and expect no trains and then ask for a quiet zone!
well, when little chad gets hit by one of those trains then you can start another Blog about blowing whistles..
Reply to this 

1. 12/1/2007 9:10 AM Anonymous wrote:
You obviously don't live in the area.
Reply to this 

2. 11/21/2007 9:25 PM Tony R wrote:
Wow, talk about a narrow minded response. I would have to agree with you in regards to moving next to an airport because there is not a lot that can be done to improve that situation. However, I moved here well aware of the passing train noise and don't have a problem with that. I do have a problem with the unnecessary horn blowing at gated crossings all night long and the growing safety issues with the increasing train traffic. I don't believe that asking for increased safety measures and a little consideration regarding the unnecessary and excessive noise is a lot to ask for.
Reply to this 

3. 11/27/2007 6:09 PM Anonymous wrote:
Well, If I moved next to a tiny little airport with a few planes going in and out daily....then suddenly they would increase 500%, cause safety concerns, and reduce my property value...you bet I am going to complain. What is the matter with you?
Reply to this 

  11/21/2007 12:04 PM Anonymous wrote:
The train whistle can be considered noise pollution when it is not saving someone’s life, however they do have a purpose. According to the Association of American Railroads, in 1996 97% of railroad fatalities (921) were grade crossing users. Hopefully keeping safety the number one priority, quiet zones can be implemented as appropriate.

There is a larger issue that has not been addressed with respect to the potential purchase of EJ&E by CN. How much more hazardous material is CN planning on routing through Frankfort on a daily basis? It has been my observation that EJ&E transports a small number of cars potentially carrying hazardous materials. 

CN’s plan for the EJ&E railroad is to avoid the Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) task force where railroads have joined to develop a plan to limit traffic congestion on the railroad as well as roadway grade crossings. CREATE is also dealing with Chicagoland communities that are attempting to ban the transportation of hazardous materials through their communities. CN will be using the EJ&E railroad to avoid dealing with CREATE and potentially routing hazardous materials through Frankfort. Are we prepared for a train derailment of catastrophic proportions, like the Graniteville, SC derailment that released chlorine gas and killed 10 people? Are Frankfort residents prepared for a derailment where they could be displaced from their homes for days, weeks, or even months, or loose their home in the post derailment fire or property through contamination?

If CN plans to route hazardous materials through Frankfort, what is their plan for keeping the public safe and what are they going to do prevent train derailments. We may never experience a derailment, however in the event we do; it will disrupt our lives for many years. There were 28 significant derailments in the United States in 2006 involving hazardous materials. Granted, transportation of hazardous materials via railroad is the safest mode of transportation, however is CN going to do their utmost to protect the public?
Reply to this 

1. 11/30/2007 10:41 PM kevin burns wrote:
sure is alot of information, your either a railroad plant or an informed person without a slant and a different take than me, however, this blog is servinf to have an open dialogue. Canadian national and all it's d.c. lobbyists filed this at xmas time and thought it would sale, that was a bad strategy, i've since talked to some d.c. officials who have changed their midn and will diefeat this sale, then we sit down with EJ&E and talk about our crossings at 116th st and others without gates, they will lose the sale and be forced to cease until safety is addressed. i've just begun, they are going to lose, keep blogging
Reply to this 

  11/21/2007 6:24 PM mike and carole chlebek wrote:
We have lived in Frankfort for 35 years. We have complained to the village and nothing was ever done about the noise.
Can you imagine what 23 more trains would sound like? Try sleeping when the trains go by. You become a little used to it but more trains and more noise, I can't even picture this. THANKS FOR GETTING SOME ATTENTION BROUGHT TO LIGHT. A RESIDENT FOR 35 YEARS WHO LIVES ALONG THE RAILROAD TRACK HASN'T MUCH SAY WITH OUR VILLAGE. CAROLE AND MIKE CHLEBEK
Reply to this 

  11/21/2007 9:07 PM Bill and Ginny Goodwin wrote:
We live a couple of blocks from the train crossing at Harlem Ave. in Frankfort. The sound of the train whistles are already annoying and sleep-preventing. The thought of 35 more trains per day is really alarming. We add our voices to the citizens who are asking our elected officials to insure that safety is maintained while noise is reduced. I find it strange that the crossing at Harlem already has lights and gates, but still the whistles are blown. If an upgrade of the equipment is needed to get rid of the whistles, so be it. 

Bill and Ginny Goodwin
Reply to this 

  11/22/2007 11:11 PM kevin burns wrote:
please stop the whistle by getting more people to respond here with short simple mesaages of protest, believe me we have gotten the railroads attention. we need to ramp this up, lets be heard louder than the whistle
Reply to this 

  11/22/2007 11:13 PM susan wrote:
i'm a nurse at Silver Cross and the new hospital location is north of the EJ7E rail, how will these longer trains impact reponse times when the crossings are tied up.
Reply to this 

  11/22/2007 11:32 PM Anonymous wrote:
i'm from new lenox and am wondering when my mayor is going to weigh in on this problem... stop this insidious whistle what happens to all the acreage in new lenox that is slated for future homes and loud whistle... we might as well change our town name to new riverdale with a rails car as our city logo.
Reply to this 

  11/23/2007 11:50 PM ben mccoy/ Mokena wrote:
stop the whistle, this is stupid in 2007 to have this kind of noise pollution and to have chicago's problems shoved down our necks.. who are these elected officials working for anyway!
Reply to this 

  11/24/2007 7:51 PM DAN wrote:
I own a home that backs up to the EJ&E tracks in Frankfort. Stopping the whistle would improve some of the noise problems that the train creates in my neighborhood, but I find the whole increase in railway traffic disheartening, and possibly a safety hazard. The increase in the town's population is obvious due to all of the new homes and new schools being built. Twenty-eight trains a day calculates to about one trian every 45min. Our children and residents are at an increased risk of being involved in an unfortunate accident. The traffic will be unbearable and backed up constantly. It is difficult enough opening the windows on beautiful days or playing in my backyard with my son without being disturbed. The field between the railroad tracks and the houses already creates more dust than can be healthy for anyone. It seems that the downtown area has enough HAZMAT disaster potential, due to the factories, the pipeline, and the existing railway traffic. Please reconsider having such dangerous freight train traffic in the middle of a beautiful community with homes exceeding $1,000,000.00 values. I cannot see anyone wishing to purchase homes in the future, knowing that a noisy, dirty, frequent railway runs through the middle of the town. If this happens in the future, I will consider relocating out of Frankfort to a quieter, cleaner, safer community.
Reply to this 

  11/26/2007 1:55 PM Donna wrote:
STOP THE MERGER! I am greatly opposed to the EJ&E and Canadian merger. My property backs up to their tracks. I am very concerned about the increased train traffic, noise, safety, property values, you name it. I believe if the two railroads merge it would greatly impact my quality life and my property value. I live in Frankfort. Thank you
Reply to this 

  11/26/2007 2:09 PM Russell wrote:
If the CN deal goes through, the impact will be enormous. The huge increase in train traffic will cause many safety hazards. To name a few: traffic congestion, including emergency vehicles, at crossings (how would you like the fire truck coming to your burning home or the ambulance carrying your loved one to constantly be delayed so CN can save money?); increased risk of accidents and fatalities at crossings; track and equipment that will be getting at least six times the abuse they are currently subjected to - - This will substantially increase the danger of derailments. Not to mention the structural damage to homes and buildings caused by the rise in vibrations. And the large amounts of money local businesses will lose because of traffic and delivery delays. There is absolutely zero benefit to Frankfort and New Lenox - No economic benefits and no lifestyle benefits. Whistles are an annoyance and yes, they should be curtailed. But the picture is much bigger. These communities cannot and should not have to absorb such a negative jolt to their everyday lives. These areas were not designed for such an impact and the result can only be negative.
Reply to this 

  11/26/2007 4:21 PM tom in new lenox wrote:
where is our sentaor durbin and obama when we need them, how about cong. weller and jackson on this, perhaps we should remeber to blow our whistle to their other voters on how they don't really represent us, they're probably working for the rail lobbies. this is bad and needs to be looked at
Reply to this 

1. 11/30/2007 10:52 PM kevin burns wrote:
i can tell you as of dec. 1 i've received no calls back from durbin or obama, cong weller who is a lame duck had his office all back and say they will have a hearing no other details, cong jackson recently has traded phone calls with no actual discussion yet. State rep scully's office hasn't called back about this, but the office stated they didn't like the tone of my fax, mayor holland and his stafff has responded the best and professionally, mayor werner had a city asst. call to say they received my calls. Mayor of new lenox had his staff reply and request something in writing, rep. kosel and sen radogno have personally met with the railroad people and clled me to tell me they are monitoting and fighting this sale. Rep. MCarthy who's district is unaffected was one of the first to sall and has done some background on this matter. This sale is greased to fly quickly and the next 60 days are important to keep the blogs coming from all over, this is a regional problem
Reply to this 

  11/26/2007 10:18 PM kathy fiore wrote:
i live in mokena and have 3 family members who live in the railroads path in frankfort and new lenox, i'm writing to protest this railroad sale without citizen input. i will be telling all my friends and people i encounter at school activities about the pending 30 whistle a day that will be here after the holidays.. this is wrong
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 4:59 PM Jared wrote:
PROPERTY VALUES WILL GO DOWN! The trains are expected to increase 500%. So instead of 6 trains daily, we will have 30 trains pass through Frankfort daily!!! The engines will be double their current size and will be emitting more toxins into the air and YES blowing their horns more. These trains will also be MUCH longer, with longer wait times. All these events together cause great concern for residents. To the persom who said we "chose" to move near the tracks.....yes, but not with quadruple the traffic, blowing horns, more emissions, and safety concerns!! I am a licensed real estate agent....are you aware that this could very easily bring your property value down too? Who would want to buy in a city where 30 PLUS trains trample through the area at all times OF day and night? The average train blows its horn 3 to 4 times PER CROSSING! Do the math. Would you be happy if you purchased a home, and then they built a highway in your backyard!
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 5:03 PM Sherri wrote:
We live in a house that backs up to the tracks. Some engineers seem to be really considerate and either not blow their horn, or give it one or two quick taps. Others think they are cowboys and lay on the horn. Last night I counted 9 whistles!! Imagine my 5 year old's terror as she runs out of her bedroom crying because she has been jolted awake and is now scared and shaking! PLEASE STOP THE HORNS, ADD THE GATES INSTEAD!
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 5:11 PM Edwards Family wrote:
ATTENTION KEVIN: My husband and I did some research on this about a year ago, and actually contacted an official from EJ&E, and the Village of Elmhurst who had a quite zone implemented. We were told that there are two options to eliminate the horns and increase safety at the crossings. One option is to add double gates (4 gates) so no one can cross the tracks when the gates are down. The second option is to install a curbed median so that cars cannot drive between the gates. We contacted the Village of Frankfort and was told the cost of the gates was too expensive. Expensive? What about the senseless widening of Sauk Trail and the amount of money that cost? So, it appears to us, if the city will pay for the gates, (the railroad may also be able to contribute when direct safety is a concern)..THEN THE HORNS WILL STOP! We were told these were the only requirements for the engineers to blow or not to blow! It is actually a pretty simple solution or the horns......now what about the increased number of trains, louder engines, increased hazardous material....ect.
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 6:35 PM Brian wrote:
I only suffer the loud train whistle when I visit, but my poor friends deal with this on a daily basis. From everything I read, it seems that if other communities can have quiet zone status, why can't Frankfort? The local officials need to stand -up and demand it for their community.
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 7:23 PM Linda Nicolosi wrote:
My son and family live in Frankfort near the train tracks. I had considered moving to Frankfort until I heard the train whistles continuously during my stay. Rail gates and a quiet zone would be the solution and would encourage people to visit more often for longer periods. When money is spent by visitors, the economy of the city improves. Create a quiet residential atmosphere for visitors and prospective home buyers by eliminating train whistles and adding gates at crossings.
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 8:29 PM Lori Zelenika wrote:
This merge cannot occur. It will not be safe for the town of Frankfort.
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 10:38 PM Dawn & Joe wrote:
STOP THE WHISTLE!!!
Reply to this 

  11/27/2007 11:19 PM Anonymous wrote:
I don't think it's far at all to compare this to O'Hare. Some of us moved and and were told there was a lot less traffic than there actually is. Now we're here, and with the market the way it is, we're stuck!!! It so loud and annoying.
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 9:04 AM prestwick resident wrote:
enough is enough,last part of town to receive rust reduction water, now more whistles at night by million dollar homes, time to consider moving
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 9:59 AM Another Prestwick Resident wrote:
Stop the whistle. The residents of Prestwick will lose tremendous value of their homes. It's not that easy to pick up and move when you family is so attached to their home, neighbors and friends. We pay dearly to live where we do, we should not have to live with this noise pollution.
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 10:16 AM can't sleep wrote:
We have to curtain this long and loud whistle in residential areas. We cannot sleep at night.
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 10:53 AM Sheryl wrote:
Stop the merger! Stop the whistle! A few times a day I can deal with.....but 28 trains per day?!!! STOP THE WHISTLE! WE PAY EXTREMELY HIGH TAXES TO LIVE HERE! Maybe we should take our money and leave Frankfort!
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 1:52 PM anonymouis wrote:
Change is difficult and impacts many people in many different ways. I work for the railway and have gone to several homes and explained why a loved one is not coming home. this is just one aspect of my job that becomes part of my day. Their are humans on the train as well that become impacted by someone's disrespect for trains and their right of way. 
The addition of trains along the EJE right of way may have a minimum impact on noise. The behavior of the individuals respect for the train is the problem.
Having sat in the seat of a locomotive and watched the autos clear the crossing just in time, and those that were not as fortunate still lives with me everyday.
The CN interest in acquiring the EJE will not change the need for a whistle individual behavior will have the greatest impact. You could spend millions of dollars to reduce the noise but you find a way to change the behavior we would not be having this discussion.
Lastly, the complete infrastructure of the rail system in Chicago is in need of change. The federal Government is well aware of the costs and the impacts it will be placing on smaller towns along railways like the EJE. The CN has grown into one of the most efficient railroads in the United States. They are taking this action on their own at their own expense instead of waiting for the Government to make this change. The change will come and with it will be a bill. This bill will be funded in a large part by taxpayers like us. 
One additional thought about comments made by State Rep. Renee Kosel from New Lenox "they want to ship train traffic out of Chicago to us. There is no economic benefits to this"
I guess a private company finding their own solutions to problems is not a good idea because it does not raise any additional taxes and we won't have to worry about the impact later when the railroad becomes a shared venture of three railroads being paid for by taxpayers. You do the Math.
Reply to this 

1. 11/30/2007 11:00 PM kevin burns wrote:
if your company is taking reponsible action on it's own, then why submit a 500 page application at xmas time with a 40-60 day window where it will fly through, ask 34 communities which are affected to repond by nov. 29th and don't give your safety component information to them. how were they suppose to respond to something you wouldn;t completely expose. What are you going to haul. the EJ&E rail is unsafe with poor or no crossing safety measures in place, it's not only about the horns, it's about ambulance reponse times when 110 car trains are running, how about all the acreage with future housing and development being affected by you, this acreage once developed will pay increased property taxes and will affect my qualty of life.. how many schools do you pass, parks etc. 500 pages of what good things you will do with Mayor Daley'stamp of approval as you leave his town is where were at now, let's see what the people your future neighbors in 34 communities have to say to their elected officials,
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 2:18 PM Greg Beardsworth wrote:
I am a close friend of a Frankfort resident who lives 100 yards off of the tracks, just east of Pfiefer Rd. I stay there one night a week and am continuously awaken in the middle of the night by the train whistles. More frequent whistles will make it unbearable to them, and the rest of their neighbors. With the additional development happening all around them, there has to be justification for safety gates to be installed at some point in the near future. 
Thank you,
Greg Beardsworth
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 3:54 PM Mike Madey wrote:
As a resident of Frankfort, my neighbors and I met with Mayor Holland and Jerry Ducay a few weeks ago to find out the Village status regarding this issue. I was very pleased to find out that both Mayor Holland and Mr Ducay were extremely informed on not only the impact to Frankfort residents, but to the region as a whole. 

The environmental impact statement now required by CN is a very huge step in having them back away from this deal...it creates red tape and red tape adds dollars to the equation. Unfortunately, this situation needs to be fought in a governmental setting and not through civil action. Just stating that we don't like the increased noise and traffic will not get the attention of anyone who matters in this debate. Having our local government lean heavy to impose quite zones, increase safety, limit environmental loads...really any legislative matter which would add dollars to the equation is the only means to CN backing out of this deal. 

At the end of the day, if there is not enough dollars added to the cost of this project or enough environmental limitation placed on the loads to make the deal cost prohibitive...this will go through.

I urge all residents to concentrate on these issues when trying to fight this plan...
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 6:54 PM Adrain D wrote:
The merger WILL occur. Now if your city of Frankfort wants to quite the crossings, it's on them, NOT the railroad. Does anybody who lives near the tracks now remember when there was a second track and three times the number of trains there are now? Just an FYI, when quite zones are implemented, the fatality rate at crossings increses. Proven fact
Reply to this 

1. 11/30/2007 11:04 PM kevin burns wrote:
they want to add safety in their application... well on a 300 million dollar sale, why not spend 15 million to upgrade the crossings if the really care about safety, this all about money..at our communities expenses, 34 communities to exact.
Reply to this 

2. 12/1/2007 9:08 AM Sheryl wrote:
The only way a quiet zone is implemented, is if there are medians installed, or double gates on both sides thus preventing cars from crossing the tracks. If a car cannot cross the tracks, the engineers are not required to blow their whistle. Proven fact.
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 10:56 PM Bill Lang wrote:
So we are able to stop the CN from buying the EJ&E. What will that create? Safety? Where does safety start? 

Safety starts at home. Stop following our politicians’ examples and accept the responsibility for yourselves. Not only when crossing railroad tracks, but in everything you do. Be responsible for yourself. Don’t try to blame someone else for your failure to act in a safe manner. There are railroad tracks. What do you think those tracks are for? Do not try to beat the train. Before crossing the tracks, whether on foot, bicycle, or in a vehicle, LOOK before you cross. If you are not sure the crossing is safe to cross, then DO NOT CROSS until you are sure it is safe to cross. Teach your children railroad safety. The railroad tracks are not a play area for children. Also, everyone should act in a safe manner and cross railroad tracks at a proper crossing, and only when you are sure it is safe to cross. 

Do you enjoy the products railroads carry? Do you buy those products? If you want to stop the railroads from operating, then stop buying the products they carry. Of course, we all know this is not practical. Stop the trains, or restrict the trains, and how is the commerce going to move? Trucks. More trucks. Do you want more trucks passing through your community? Do you want more trucks speeding down the expressways? What about the hazardous materials they carry? A railroad can haul the commerce more efficiently keeping costs down, and, railroads can move the commerce safer than trucks. The EJ&E has a very good safety record. 

If you objected to a railroad near your home, then why did you buy your home there? Or, why did the politicians allow the builders to build the homes so close to a railroad? You can see those two steel rails there, what did you think they were for? 

We can never keep things the same. Progress is always going to take place. There are many more people in the U.S. and we all need and desire more products. In 1967 the U.S. population was about 2 billion. Now it is slightly over 3 billion. All of which are demanding products. We all like those products, and those products have to move from manufacturer to consumer one way or another. Stop progress and somewhere down the line we will pay for it. Railroads are one of the most efficient and safest ways to move that commerce. As for safety, start accepting responsibility for your own safety in everything you do. THINK!
Reply to this 

1. 11/30/2007 11:08 PM kevin burns wrote:
i believe in accepting reponsibility, i moved next to tracks... but i challenge you to drive from the north on 116th street and peer around the blind spots before driving over two tracks which has no gate and tell me this is acceptable, EJ&E should be forced to stoip running now uintil this crossing and veryother one is upgraded. THIS IS BY A SCHOOL, WHY TEACH TRAIN SAFETY TO KIDS AND REPOSNSIBILITY AND NOT PROVIDE A GATE, THIS IS ALL ABOUT MONEY AND SHAME ON YOU IF YOUR AFFILIATED WITH THE PROFIT OF THIS 300 MILLION DOLLAR SALE AND PRESENT YOURSELF AS AN UNBIASED PARTY, I'M NOT UNBIASED, I WANT TRAIN SAFETY IN ALL 34 COMMUNITIES THIS IS IMPACTED.
Reply to this 

2. 12/1/2007 9:06 AM Anonymous wrote:
To Bill Lang: You obviously do not live in an affected area, and are probably a politician or a railway employee. I am extremely offended at your statement: If you objected to a railroad near your home, then why did you buy your home there? Or, why did the politicians allow the builders to build the homes so close to a railroad? You can see those two steel rails there, what did you think they were for?.............Haven't you been paying attention? When many of us RESIDENTS purchased homes in the area, we were told that the train traffic was minimal. 6 trains per day is minimal and it has been that way for years. But when suddenly that changes to 28 trains of TRAFFIC....LONGER TRAINS....LOUDER ENGINES...WE HAVE A RIGHT TO COMPLAIN AND PROTECT OUR PROPERTY VALUES! We pay an extreme amount of money in taxes to live in this community and have the right to express our concern. We live near the expressways right? What if suddenly they were going to build an expressway in your backyard? Would you want someone asking you what did you think the road was for? You see cars all the time, don't you. Just obey the traffic lights. Would you just stop...and THINK? I mean, come-on we ne roads to transport all the product you buy right? 
I think you need to Think. This will affect emergency crews and block the crossings for 20 minutes. Are you prepared to suffer because an emergency vehicle cannot reach your home? Are you prepared for construction of new tracks? Are you prepared for your children to wake up at night in terror because of blaring whistles ALL NIGHT LONG? There is more to this than just "being responsible for yourself". It is almost as if you didn't even read most of our residents concerns?
Reply to this 

  11/28/2007 11:44 PM john edwards wrote:
I stay often at my son and daughter-in-laws a lot to watch my grandchildren and the whistles wake the children quite often. More whistles will be worse. Please look at other options than noise. FORINSTANCE TRY A RAILWAY BLOCK, SO NO ONE CAN PASS THROUGH WHILE THE TRAIN IS GOING THROUGH AS WE NOW DO IN ROCKFORD, ILL. RESULTS IS NO "NOISE AND NO ACCIDENTS". Thank you for a WIN WIN OPTION.
Reply to this 

  11/29/2007 1:39 PM Ronald wrote:
If there are to be more whistles blaring at night, how are we to get through each day! It's bad enough now! We will have to seriously consider selling our house over this, and we are not financially ready to do so in this market. It's like being stuck between a rock and a hard place, and they are closing in. We need to get our lives back. It's not healthy or safe to go through each day tired all the time, with no relief. I don't want to kill myself or someone else if I fall asleep at the wheel over this.

Please install crossing gates and make it a quiet zone.
Reply to this 

  11/29/2007 5:31 PM Lisa wrote:
PLEASE STOP THE WHISTLE!!! THERE SHOULD BE A QUITE ZONE IN FRANKFORT WHERE PEOPLE LIVE. THEY HAVE IT IN OTHER ZONES, WHY CAN'T IT BE DONE TO THIS ZONE!!
Reply to this 

  11/29/2007 11:46 PM Sylvester Kolodniakie wrote:
CN runs a pretty good Railroad and an efficient Railroad at that. Expect more trains, but on much better track at greater speeds which will ease delays greatly.
Reply to this 

1. 12/1/2007 7:35 PM Bill Lang wrote:
"Greater speeds" would reduce the dumb a## population greatly!
Reply to this 

  11/30/2007 9:36 AM Rich wrote:
My family has lived in Frankfort for over 30 years. We have seen many changes as the community has grown, certainly more positive than negative. This proposal for additional train traffic can only be viewed as detrimental to our community. The increase of up to 300 carloads of hazardous material passing my property is unacceptable.
Reply to this 

  11/30/2007 8:33 PM Bill Lang wrote:
Are you afraid to post my view? Just because my thoughts are different form yours?
Reply to this 

  11/30/2007 9:18 PM Anonymous wrote:
The Lincoln-Way area has been able to overcome tremendous growth in the last twenty years- constant construction with the development of commercial, residential, and schools, and continual work our roadways. It has been difficult, at times, to accept changes, but we do. We do so because we elect officials that are steadfast in their efforts to maintain the standard that is made by the citizens of this area. By an large, the planning and development has been some of the best- with the exception of the Route 30 improvements. 

This current dilemma, however, is one that is worth a fight. 

I agree with the few that gave their support to the railways that we must recognize the great benefit of the railway industry for our nations economic and cultural growth-if fact the town of Frankfort, Mokena, and New Lenox would not be around without trains. 

However, increasing the frequency, size, speed and length of trains running through our community to a level that is 5x the current rate is NOT acceptable. 

Our elected officials-local and state- must make this priority number one on their agenda.

If they are not willing to then we will need to select new officials from the thousands of individuals that have the sense and courage to stand up for our communities.
Reply to this 

  11/30/2007 10:44 PM kevin burns wrote:
and the other 34 suburban communities this will impact . 34 fire dept.s have to train and buy hazmet equipment in anticipation of chemical derailment accidents, not to mention rerouting emergency routes when crossings will be tied up with 110 car trains
Reply to this 

  12/1/2007 9:13 AM Kimberly wrote:
The RESIDENTS of Frankfort have a voice! Those of you with ridiculous comments...like why move near the tracks? Learn to expect change, ect. I agree with Kevin: THIS IS ALL ABOUT MONEY AND SHAME ON YOU IF YOUR AFFILIATED WITH THE PROFIT OF THIS 300 MILLION DOLLAR SALE AND PRESENT YOURSELF AS AN UNBIASED PARTY, I'M NOT UNBIASED, I WANT TRAIN SAFETY IN ALL 34 COMMUNITIES THIS IS IMPACTED. Don't reply if you are affiliated with the merger of either company. WE ARE THE RESIDENTS!
Reply to this 

  12/2/2007 6:47 PM Anonymous wrote:
I have lived in South Holland, IL for approximately four years. The railroad tracks is behind the fence of my backyard. I love my home, yard, neighborhood, however, I was misinformed about how often the trains ran daily. I can not enjoy my backyard in the summer, can not get a good night sleep because of the whistling and the train idles his engine behind our homes for hours. I notice that South Holland, IL has installed a large wall along the expressway because of traffic noise to homeowners. Why cant they do the same for the train noise. I would love a quite zone to be implemented.
Reply to this 

  12/3/2007 10:39 AM jerry ducay wrote:
Those interested in updates on this issue can also look on the Village of Frankfort web site (villageoffrankfort.com). Our staff has been posting informatin as it becomes available under the "whats new" section. We are working to make sure that Frankfort is represented in this federal process and have been speaking with attorneys/lobbyists. Anyone with questions can also call my office at 815-469-2177. 

As you may have read the most recent ruling by the Surface Transportation Board determined that the acquisition is a "minor transaction." While this was dissapointing, the requirement that an environmental impact study be completed as part of the review, was a victory for our effort. Within the next two weeks the Village will be filing an appearance with the Board. This effort will give us standing during the process. It is likely that the environmental impact study will take a year to complete.

In the meantime, you are welcome to write the Surface Transportation Board and offer your personal comments. Please provide my office with a copy as well. I have provided the STB mailing address below.

Mailing address:
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

General information:
202-245-0245


Submitted by: Jerry Ducay, Frankfort
Reply to this 

  12/3/2007 10:40 AM jerry ducay wrote:
Those interested in updates on this issue can also look on the Village of Frankfort web site (villageoffrankfort.com). Our staff has been posting informatin as it becomes available under the "whats new" section. We are working to make sure that Frankfort is represented in this federal process and have been speaking with attorneys/lobbyists. Anyone with questions can also call my office at 815-469-2177. 

As you may have read the most recent ruling by the Surface Transportation Board determined that the acquisition is a "minor transaction." While this was dissapointing, the requirement that an environmental impact study be completed as part of the review, was a victory for our effort. Within the next two weeks the Village will be filing an appearance with the Board. This effort will give us standing during the process. It is likely that the environmental impact study will take a year to complete.

In the meantime, you are welcome to write the Surface Transportation Board and offer your personal comments. Please provide my office with a copy as well. I have provided the STB mailing address below.

Mailing address:
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

General information:
202-245-0245


Submitted by: Jerry Ducay, Frankfort
Reply to this 

  12/3/2007 1:12 PM jerry ducay wrote:
Those interested in updates on this issue can also look on the Village of Frankfort web site (villageoffrankfort.com). Our staff has been posting informatin as it becomes available under the "whats new" section. We are working to make sure that Frankfort is represented in this federal process and have been speaking with attorneys/lobbyists. Anyone with questions can also call my office at 815-469-2177. 

As you may have read the most recent ruling by the Surface Transportation Board determined that the acquisition is a "minor transaction." While this was dissapointing, the requirement that an environmental impact study be completed as part of the review, was a victory for our effort. Within the next two weeks the Village will be filing an appearance with the Board. This effort will give us standing during the process. It is likely that the environmental impact study will take a year to complete.

In the meantime, you are welcome to write the Surface Transportation Board and offer your personal comments. Please provide my office with a copy as well. I have provided the STB mailing address below.

Mailing address:
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

General information:
202-245-0245


Submitted by: Jerry Ducay, Frankfort
Reply to this 

1. 12/3/2007 3:16 PM KEVIN BURNS wrote:
THANK YOU VILLAGE MANGER AND MAYOR HOLLAND, THE TWO GENTLEMAN WHO HAVE FOUGHT THIS ISSUE FROM DAY ONE WITH THE PASSION NEEDED TO DEFEAT THIS SALE!
Reply to this 

  12/7/2007 10:56 PM Kevin Schuyler wrote:
We were deciding where to build and decided on Sandalwood after considering many issues including the trains. We have been OK with the number of trains and even some of the horns (with the exception of one guy who we are told had a feud with Rossi and the city in general). Our kids were awakened by the horns many many times during our first year here but they learned to adjust. I just want people to know that when we buy or build a home near train trackes WE DO TAKE THINGS INTO CONSIDERATION and we do accept the noise.

THE PROBLEM HERE is 28 to 30 trains per day with possible 110 car totals is RIDICULOUS and way beyond what anyone could have expected. My friend used a decibal measuring tool and from a distance it was well over 120db. We also better get used to turning South out of Sandalwood and taking Laraway to Lagrange for the underpass. Why in the heck would anyone pay 8-12K in property taxes for this? This is just unacceptable for what we pay. What will happen when Meijers and the other stores open? Will the cars be backed up from the train tracks all the way through the light at 30 and Wolf? 

I contacted Mayor Holland some time ago and asked about a quiet zone. I even suggested some people may be willing to have a special assessment for the double gates. None of the discussions went anywhere. This is way out of hand and not acceptable to have Blue Island train issues with Frankfort tax bills. It's not enough to show up at our block party once per year Mayor Holland. It's not enough to pen a little article in the paper from time to time or attend a grand opening. Stand up and fight on this issue. I know your not Mayor for the money so it must be for the chance to do good things on these types of issues. Let's see what you can do.

