February 11, 2008

Attn:  Phillis Johnson-Ball
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington DC  20423
Environmental Filing:
STB Finance Docket No. 35087
PROPOSED CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY ACQUISITION OF ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I respectfully request the STB to consider the substantial detrimental public health and safety, environmental and quality of life risks and impacts that will result from the proposed Canadian National Railroad (CN) acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway (EJ&E).  CN initially plans to significantly increase freight traffic along the EJ&E line from its current rail use of 3-5 trains to 20 trains per day.  These trains can be 7,000 – 10,000 feet long and take an average of 4-5 minutes and as long as 10 minutes to travel through a crossing.  
I am a resident of the Village of Lake Zurich who drives to the Village of Barrington for work.  Both municipalities are located along the EJ&E in northern Cook County and southwestern Lake County.  I am well aware of not only the impact to these two communities and their citizens but the regional impact for the towns that neighbor them that do not have the rail line contained within their boundaries.
Though the Barrington area and Lake Zurich have their own unique character both have residential property along the EJ&E.  Barrington has 314 housing units within 300 feet of the EJ&E.  Lake Zurich has a number of housing developments located next to the line including Braemar, Wicklow Village, and Concorde Village subdivisions, and The Landings apartments.  A number of schools are adjacent to the track including: Lake Zurich High School, May Whitney Elementary School and Barrington High School.
Public safety is at risk.  The increased rail traffic imperils residents, commuters, and students by increasing the risk for accidents.  This threat is exacerbated with trains that may be carrying highly hazardous chemicals and materials.  Emergency management resources are limited to handle such a large scale event.  Emergency service response times will be increased due to blocked rail crossings and can make the difference between life and death for people in this area.  I empathize with the concerns for this issue, in particular for the Barrington area, where the rail line bisects this region without any grade separation.   My place of employment is located in downtown Barrington “on the wrong side of the tracks”.  I work one block west and one block south of the EJ&E line where it crosses at Main & Hough Streets in Barrington.  Advocate Good Shepherd Hospital is on the north side of the tracks.  

Human health is at risk.  Diesel powered vehicles and engines contribute more than half of the mobile source of particulate pollution.  Particulate matter emitted from freight engines can contain a toxic mix of acids, metals, organic chemicals and soil or dust particles.  Particulate pollution has detrimental affects on people’s health and lungs, and healthy people may experience temporary affects if exposed to elevated levels.  Studies show the higher the concentration of particulate matter, the more harmful to a person’s health.  
The natural environment and its resources are even more vulnerable especially with the line running through environmentally sensitive areas.  The particulate matter can be carried long distances and settle on the ground or water affecting ecosystem diversity and the nutrient balance in lakes, waterways and soil.  Also, chemicals from lubricants and other fluids required for the locomotive mechanical equipment can leak or run off the rail cars and leach into the ground.  Illinois has lost approximately 90% of its wetlands and many of our remaining wetlands are vulnerable to destruction.  This region contains a significant number of vital open space areas and critical wetlands.  A large number of residents from this region do not have Lake Michigan as a source for its water needs – we depend on local aquifers.  This is critical to the Barrington area and other residents along the line who are completely dependent on shallow aquifers for all of their water needs.
Economic development vitality in Barrington and Lake Zurich will be affected.  Downtown Barrington is the crossroads for the Metra commuter rail line and the EJ&E freight line.  Further crossing delays may drive people and businesses away from this area.  Lake Zurich has invested over $30 million in its downtown redevelopment.  The Star Line commuter service proposed to run on the EJ&E, which Lake Zurich was hoping for to boost its residential and commercial base, is now in question.  The loss of existing and potential future tax revenues will impact every single resident from their amenities to the most basic services a municipality provides to them.
The quality of life will be affected a number of ways.  Not only will noise and noxious fumes increase, but one of the most noteworthy issues will be increased commuting times. The rail line runs through Lake County where traffic snarls is a top resident concern.  There are a limited number of grade separations in Lake Zurich and none in the Barrington region.   Traffic will be jammed delaying travel times and increasing commuter stress.  This is another area I am personally familiar with as I experience the backed up traffic and delays created by the trains when I’m traveling to and from work.  Transportation of thousands of students is affected as well.  There are approximately 650 at-grade crossings by school buses from Community Unit School Districts 95 and 220 on a daily basis.
The proposed acquisition of the EJ&E and the plan to substantially increase freight traffic will negatively impact the vitality of this region that carefully planned over many years for the protection of its natural environment, quality of life for its residents and economic viability of the region.  I urge the STB to consider the proposal as a major acquisition and to impose the strictest measure of examination of the impact on this region and ultimately decline the approval of this acquisition.  Should the STB allow the acquisition, let the EIS lay the foundation for a mitigation plan and timetable that will require, at Canadian National Railroad’s expense, complete elimination where possible and significant reduction in all other areas of the threats to human and environmental health and safety.
Respectfully submitted,

Loretta Peterson

95 South Burr Oak Drive

Lake Zurich, IL 60047
