August 26, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001
Re: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

I am a resident of Barrington, Illinois writing to express my opposition to the acquisition of EJ&E railroad by Canadian National Railway (CN).  This transaction, if approved, would have a devastating impact on our community.  Among the many unacceptable consequences of the acquisition and the additional 20 or more freight trains per day the CN proposes adding to existing train schedules, please consider the following:

· Emergency and medical vehicle response time will be delayed significantly.

· The increased risk of pedestrian and bicycle accidents that follows an increase in train traffic, especially in our downtown area.
· Absolute traffic gridlock that will occur when a freight trains block all of our major roads at once.
· The potential for planned violence opportunities at Barrington High School and other highly populated facilities during these times of gridlock.

· The increase in transportation of hazardous materials through our town and associated dangers in the event of a derailment.

· The increased noise and vibration as well as decrease in air quality that will impact our homes, businesses, 18 forest preserves and 30 parks in close proximity to EJ&E tracks.

· The poor safety record of CN – they have been cited by the Canadian government for their poor safety record.

· The millions of dollars of taxpayer money that would be required to fund mitigation to make the proposal work.
I sincerely appreciate your attention to this critical issue. Please defend us from this assault on our community and do not approve this transaction.
Sincerely,

Jeffrey W. Lenz

1031 Oakland Drive

Barrington, IL  60010

