Carolyn Williams
2101 E. U.S. Hwy. 52
Serena, IL 60549

April 11, 2016


David Navecky
Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001
Docket No. FD-35952

Dear Mr. Navecky,
	I would like to protest the Great Lakes Basin Railroad Project that has been proposed for our area.  Although my husband Reg and I are not farmers, we moved to a 9-acre spread in this rural agricultural region 25 years ago to escape the congestion, noise and disruptions of the Chicago suburbs.  The move gave us a new lease on life, and a lesson in the valuable service farmers provide for the nation.  We see the hard work plus financial and personal sacrifices farmers experience to cultivate the land and harvest their crops.  This country cannot afford to squander the agricultural resources and heritage found in our region, which by no means is “undeveloped,” as the rail proposers would like to claim.  The region is highly-developed – for the growing of food to feed the nation and the world. Countless acres of some of the most fertile soil in the U.S.A. would be moved aside and put out of production for a rail line that would surely be cast aside when longer profitable.  By then, however, the rail right-of-ways would be too damaged for conversion back to farmland, and remain a scar on the land, an ugly reminder of the prior rape.
	We also are worried that road closures would adversely impact the ability of first-responders to reach people during an emergency, and would delay their journey to the hospital, which could be a matter of life-and-death.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In addition to those concerns, it alarms us to think that our Indian Creek and Fox River watersheds will be violated by the intrusion of the heavy equipment required to lay down the lines, and that Eagles nesting above the banks of the Fox River adjacent to the proposed rail crossing could be permanently ousted from their habitat.  Should there be a derailment  and chemical spill, there is a potential for pollution and/or poisoning of the water, and death of fish and animals which make their homes nearby.  Indian Creek flows into the Fox River, which flows into the Illinois River, so a rail car accident and spill could have dire consequences.     

						Sincerely Yours,



						Carolyn Williams
Cc U.S. Congressman Adam Kinzinger
      U.S. Senator Dick Durbin
      U.S. Senator Mark Kirk
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