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IN REPLY REFER 
TO OUR F"ILE NO . 

Bakersfield 
02873 8/062494 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
and Honorable Board Members 

California High-Speed Rail Authority 
1770 L Street, Suite 800 

c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn: Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot 
and Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Thomas Fellenz, Acting CEO 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
707 L Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Daniel Valenstein, Chief of the Environmental 
Systems Planning Division 

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200New Jersey Avenue, SE MS-20, W38-303 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Final EIR/EIS for High-Speed Rail Project 

Dear Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Our office represents Dignity Health which owns and operates Mercy Hospital in 
Bakersfield, California. Mercy Hospital is, to our knowledge, the only hospital impacted by the 
High-Speed Rail (HSR) project. On March 26, 2014 we wrote to each of you explaining that we had 
been promised additional studies concerning noise and vibrations because of the close proximity to 
Mercy Hospital and the significant and unique health and safety issues both during and subsequent 
to construction. We wrote to explain to you that we have still not seen the additional studies and/or 
mitigation measures as promised. On April 18, 2014 the Authority released it's final EIR/EIS 
without the promised and appropriate additional studies and mitigation measures. 
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Dignity Health therefore makes the following comments in opposition to going 
forward with the certification of the final EIRIEIS until appropriate studies and mitigation measures 
are undertaken. Please add this comment letter to the administrative record and present it to your 
representative Boards for consideration prior to voting for certification of this Final EIR and Final 
EIS. 

In addition to our comments presented below, Dignity Health also asks to join in and 
incorporate by reference the comments of the City of Bakersfield, Kem County and Kings County, 
both as to the draft EIRIEIS, and as to their comments to the final EIRIEIS, rather than take up more 
space repeating same within our comments. 

In this comment letter Dignity Health will specifically address those areas of concern 
beyond those incorporated by reference. Part I will address the Authority's response to Mercy 
Hospital's comment letter of October 17, 2012. Part II will discuss Mercy Hospital's comment letter 
of June 28, 2013 and the lack of response by the Authority and its failure to undertake agreed to and 
appropriate studies with proper mitigation measures that are site specific. Part III is Dignity 
Hospital's comment regarding the lack of studies and appropriate measures for protection from 
Valley Fever. . 

PART I 
COMMENTS 

We respond to the responses to comments made by Bakersfield Mercy Hospital in 
its October 17, 2012 letter to the California High-Speed Rail Authority. The Authority's responses 
to those comments can be found starting at Page 40-828 of Volume V, Response to Comments from 
Business and Organization; We will number each comment to response under the Response 
Numbering System found in the final EIR/EIS. 

Dignity Health attaches for reference and incorporates Mercy Hospital's comments 
of October 1 7, 2012 to the Draft EIRIEIS as Exhibit 1 and the Authority's response to the comments 
found in the Final EIRIEIS as Exhibit 2. 

Comment re Response B0063-1: The response is entirely unsatisfactory and fails 
to address the issues raised by Bakersfield Mercy Hospital. Measurements, noise and vibration 
comments specifically said that the ambient noise environment at the south side of Mercy Hospital 
is dominated by the traffic on 16th Street, railroad operations and rail yard activities, a measurement 
position ofST-2 should have been selected to reflect this. However, instead, the noise environment 
at that position selected for ST-2 was dominated by the hospital's own mechanical equipment yard. 
The hospital's own noise cannot be included as part of the existing ambient noise that will be used 
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to assess noise impacts on the hospital. The hospital's comment s.tated: "in summary, site ST-2 
should have been located on hospital property away from any onsite mechanical equipment or other 
hospital related noise sources and it should have been compared to a long term measurement 
obtained at a location that is representative of the ambient noise environment at the hospital (e.g. 
the residential location on 16th Street immediately west of the hospital). This would have provided 
a more accurate estimate of existing ambient noise environment at the hospital." The Authority 
chose to disregard entirely the location of measurements and the appropriateness of the 
measurements and continues to state how the measurements were done but not show the accuracy 
or appropriateness of same. 

Comment re Response 80063-2: In response to Mercy Hospital's comment that 
the calculation procedures listed on the bottom of Page 4-11 and at the top of Page 4-12 for 
estimating the LDN based on short term measurements failed to comply with procedures identified 
in the FRA document, the Authority's response was not to deny but just to say the method had to be 
used in order to come up with estimated LDNs at noise sensitive receivers other than where long 
term measurements were set up. The Authority states it would not have been practical to conduct 
long term measurements at all of these locations. The comment does not explain why it isn't 
practical or its failure to follow the appropriate measurement standards involving hospitals. 

Comment re Response 80063-3: The Authority once again fails to adequately 
respond to the comments of Mercy Hospital as to the inaccuracy of its measurement positions and 
incorrect calculations which make the measurements incomprehensible and therefore invalid. No 
real response is given to inaccuracies and mistakes made. 

Comment re Response 80063-5: In response to Mercy Hospital's comment that 
there were no ground borne vibration measurements conducted at Mercy Hospital or anywhere in 
the vicinity, the Authority merely stated that Mercy Hospital was located too far away from the 
existing rail to obtain an accurate measurement of vibration levels caused by existing operations. 
Such a comment shows that appropriate studies were not done for a project lev.el environmental 
document. 

Comment re Response 80063-6: Mercy Hospital's comment was that there were 
no calculations presented in the draft EIR to substantiate the estimated project noise levels. The 
Authority responded basically that they quality checked their model and the results are accurate 
without explaining how. 

Comment re Response B0063-11: Mercy Hospital commented on the use of 
barriers to mitigate noise and asked where the constraints came from since they are not found in the 
FRA document. The response of the Authority was that "these constraints conclusions were worked 
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out between the noise consultants and the California High-Speed Rail Authority, and they are 
consistent with CalTrans restraints/conditions." There was still no cite of any authority for the use 
of the constraints included in the document. 

Comment re Response B0063-13: In response to Mercy Hospital's comment 
regarding mitigation measures for each floor of the hospital regarding sound intrusion, the 
Authority's response was that "noise impacts have been calculated for all floors of the hospital and 
the proposed mitigation will protect each of the floors at the hospital." There is no calculation of the 
noise impacts of the floors so, the mitigation cannot be validated. 

Comment re Response B0063-18: Mercy Hospital comments that there was no 
analysis to substantiate the construction noise results presented in Table 8-6 and therefore the 
accuracy of the results could not be verified. The Authority mainly responded to that comment with 
generalization as to how they reached their results and the information is still not clearly enunciated. 

Comment re Response B0063-20: Mercy Hospital comments that the potential 
impacts were mentioned only at residencies and that significant impacts would clearly occur at the 
hospital and should be identified. The Authority in its response to that comment, instead of showing 
how they would go about analyzing the hospital impacts, just states that the report will be changed 
to say "noise sensitive receivers." This obviously dodges the need at a project level to study the 
impacts on the hospital itself and adopt proper mitigation measures. 

Comment re Response B0063-21: Mercy Hospital's comments point out that the 
use of pile drivers and other equipment would be a significant impact for the hospital. In response, 
the Authority just states that mitigation measures will be implemented and that the impact of 
construction will be significant under CEQA but, temporary in duration. It is to be pointed out that 
the mitigation measures in a project EIR should come before the project is approved so they can be 
commented on and studied by the citizens. Further, the construction period or, the type of equipment 
that is recognized to be significant under CEQA, would probably significantly impact the hospital. 
The mitigation measures for construction must be studied and commented on before CEQA's 
certification. 

CommentreResponseB0063-22: Once again Mercy Hospital commented that the 
construction noise measurements should be revised to address potential impacts of the hospital, not 
just residences. The Authority dodged addressing the potential impacts to the hospital by just 
changing the wording to say "noise sensitive receivers, instead of residencies." There is quite a 
difference between a residence and a hospital and that study should be done if this is truly to be a 
project EIR or Environmental document. 
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Comment re Response B0063-23: Mercy Hospital comments that there was no 
analysis provided of how the recommended mitigation measures will reduce the construction noise 
to levels that comply with FRA guidelines or the local noise ordinance standards. Once again, the 
response of the Authority is that mitigation measures will reduce noise to acceptable levels to meet 
the Federal Transit Administration's construction noise level thresholds. The Federal Transit 
Administration's noise and vibration construction level thresholds for hospitals was not used as will 
be discussed in Part II. Studies and appropriate mitigation measures should be circulated to the 
public before adoption of the project EIRIEIS. 

Comment re Response B0063-25: Response to Mercy Hospital's comment that the 
construction vibration damage to nearby buildings does not identify the hospital building and that 
the Mercy building should be listed as potentially significant is countered merely by stating that 
Section 8.5.2 provides construction vibration mitigation measures that will be undertaken near 
sensitive receivers. This once again is an inadequate response on a project EIR and the building 
should be listed with appropriate findings of significance and specific mitigation measures for a 
hospital setting. 

Comment re Response B0063-26: Mercy Hospital comments that Section 8.5.1 
mentions the potential for annoyance due to vibration from construction activities, but provides no 
analysis or conclusion. Mercy further noted that the amount of vibrations would be well above 72 
V dB and is a significant impact and should be listed as same with appropriate mitigation measures. 
The Authority merely responded by stating that specific areas where pile driving may be conducted 
have not been identified, therefore specific mitigation measures for a hospital district had not been 
analyzed and would be subject to general mitigation measures for vibration at a later time. This is 
inappropriate for a proj~ct level EIR. 

Comment re Response B0063-32: Once again Mercy Hospital comments that it 
is concerned about the lack ofidentification of pile drive areas and its impact upon the hospital. The 
Authority once again merely responds by saying it hasn't identified where pile drivers will be used, 
but has mitigation measures that would appropriately protect and will be applied later. The project 
EIR calls for studies to be done on the affects on the environment and does not allow for lack of 
studies and future mitigation measures after the environmental document has been approved. 

Comment re Response B0063-3 3: Mercy Hospital again comments that pile drivers 
have not been included in the studies and that they should be studied so that Mercy can comment 
upon their use at or near its facility. Delaying this study is inappropriate for a project EIR. 

Comment re Response B0063-35: Mercy Hospital comments that mitigation 
measures for pile driving equipment and other vibrating and noise activities which limits 

California High Speed Rail Authority Board 4-30-14.frm 



BORTON PETRINI , LLP 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members 
April 30, 2014 
Page 6 

preconstruction surveys to locations within fifty ( 50) feet of piling will not protect the hospital. The 
Authority comments that the building in question (Mercy Hospital) is still outside the realm of 
potential impact without justifying that statement. 

Comment re Response B0063-37: Mercy Hospital comments that the mitigation 
measures appear to address compliance with NEPA but not with CEQA and points out the Table 3 .4-
28 states that implementation of mitigation measures will reduce noise and vibration impacts to a 
level of less than significance with no analysis to support these claims. The Authority responds in 
its response to comments by stating "analysis cannot be conducted at each potential noise sensitive 
receiver in order to determine what mitigation measures will be necessary to ensure compliance 
along the entire portion of every alternative." It should be noted that the Authority has not answered 
as to the question regarding CEQA and ignored the fact that the only hospital in the entire high-speed 
rail system is Mercy Hospital and for a project EIR there should be studies and analysis and 
appropriate specific mitigation measures to protect the health and safety of the community. 

PART II 
JUNE 28, 2013 COMMENTS AND LACK OF RESONSE 

On June 28, 2013, then President of Mercy Hospital Bakersfield wrote to Jeff 
Morales, CEO of the California High-Speed Rail Authority with follow-up comments to Mercy 
Hospital's October 17, 2012 comments. The follow-up comments were the result of site visits by 
Chairman Morales and staff and a peer review performed by Mercy Hospital, at its own expense. 

The comments provided in the June 28, 2013 letter, (see Exhibit 3 attached hereto 
and incorporated by reference), explained the improper analysis and standards being used in the draft 
EIRIEIS and asked that the Authority do appropriate studies with site specifics and mitigation 
measures for a Category I-High Sensitivity building as required by the Federal Transit Authority 
instead of the more general studies applied to the Hospital. 

The comments letter of June 28, 2013 actually asks for the H.S.R.A. to conduct a 
D. V .A. prior to selecting a preferred alignment and issuing a final EIRIEIS. The Authority promised 
the additional site specifics studies and mitigation measure but has failed to conduct them or respond 
to the June 28, 2013 letter in any way and has failed to address the issue appropriately in its 
responses to comments or elsewhere in the final EIRIEIS. 

Although the Authority had over nine (9) months to correct its errors, it chose not to 
do so, apparently assuming wrongfully that Dignity Health would continue to support the project, 
even without the proper studies and mitigation measures. It chose not to honor its commitment of 
good faith communication and openness and now must do what already should have been done and 
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perform the studies and include the mitigation measures so the public and healthcare providers can 
comment on the effects to a major medical institution and its patients. 

On March 26, 2014, Dignity Health wrote a letter (See Exhibit 4) explaining that 
they now oppose the Fresno to Bakersfield project on the basis that the additional studies and 
mitigation measures, as promised, have not been forthcoming. On Friday, April 18, 2014,just before 
Easter, and without warning, the Authority released its final EIRIEIS and set May 6, 2014 for the 
hearing on comments in Fresno, California. On Thursday, April 24, 2014, Dignity Health wrote the 
Authority asking for additional time to study the twenty thousand (20,000) page document and, as 
of this date, Dignity Health does not have a response to its request. (See Exhibit 5). 

On Friday, April 25, 2014, Dignity Health had a conference with the Authority staff 
regarding the process for comments and the upcoming hearing. It appears that Authority staff is now 
taking the position that the Authority had agreed to pay for new studies to address Dignity Health's 
concerns, but did not agree to do the studies themselves, as that would call for a re-circulation. The 
"mis-understanding" begs the question. Were new studies needed along with new mitigation 
measures? Obviously, they were needed and it is the Authority's responsibility to do them before 
a final EIRIEIS is released. Failure to conduct proper studies with appropriate mitigation measures 
is a fatal flaw and the final EIR/EIS must be re-circulated to include the requirements at law. 

In Part I of this comment letter, Dignity commented to the generalized responses to 
comments by the Authority without restating the lack of analysis of the Category 1 building that is 
called for. The comments by Mercy Hospital in its June·28, 2013 letter, when overlayed on the 
Authorities responses to the October 17, 2012 letter from Mercy, clearly evidences the inadequacies 
of the study and mitigation measures, without restating them again. The lack of any responses to the 
June 28, 2013 Mercy letter speaks volumes and, is an admission by silence and omission, that proper 
studies and mitigation standards were not done or used in preparing the final EIR/EIS. 

PART III 
VALLEY FEVER 

Comments regarding the lack of assessment and mitigation for Valley Fever. 

Dignity Health hereby submits comments on the potential health risks from Valley 
Fever to the public, on sight construction workers and operational personnel during construction of 
the HSR project from Fresno to Bakersfield. 

Valley Fever or coccidioidomycosis (short cocci), is an infectious disease caused by 
inhaling the spores of Coccidioides ssp., a soil-dwelling fungus. Spores, or arthroconidia, are 
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released into the air when infected soils are disturbed. The disease is endemic (native and common) 
in the San Joaquin Valley. No vaccine or no known cure exists for the disease. Between 1990 and 
2008, more than three (3 ,000) thousand people have died from Valley Fever, half of whom lived in 
California. In recent years, reported Valley Fever cases in the Southwest have increased 
dramatically. The disease is highly endemic in the Central Valley where the HSR project is 
proposed. 

The California Energy Commission staff has proposed conditions of certification for 
worker's safety regarding Valley Fever in the proposed HECA project in Kem County. 

In response to an outbreak of Valley Fever among construction workers in 2007, the 
San Luis Obispo County Public Health Department in conjunction with the California Department 
of Public Health developed recommendations to limit exposure to Valley Fever based on scientific 
information from the published literature. They recommended that the following measures be 
implemented to reduce the possibility of worker illness when workers are exposed to dust in Valley 
Fever endemic areas: 

2. Implement comprehensive Injury and Illness Prevention Program (required 
by Title 8, Section 3203) ensuring safeguards to prevent Valley Fever are 
included. 

3. Work with a medical professional with expertise in cocci to develop a 
training program for all employees discussing the following issues: potential 
presence of C. immites in soils; the risks involved with inhaling spores; how 
to recognize common symptoms (which resemble common viral infections, 
and may include fatigue, cough, chest pain, fever, rash, headache, and body 
and joint ache); requesting prompt reporting of suspected symptoms to a 
supervisor and health care provider,· discussing worker entitlement to receive 
prompt medical care if they suspect symptoms of work-related Valley Fever; 
and requesting the use of personal protection measures as outlined below. 

4. Control exposure to dust: 

- Consult with local Air Pollution Control District Compliance Assistance 
programs and with California Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration ("Cal/OSHA") compliance program regarding meeting 
the requirements of Dust control plans and for specific methods of dust 
control. These methods may include wetting the soil while ensuring that 
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the wetting process does not raise dust or adversely affect the construction 
process; 

- Provide high-efficiency particulate ("HEP")-filtered, air-conditioned 
enclosed cabs on heavy equipment. Train workers on proper use of cabs, 
such as turning on air conditioning prior to using the equipment. 

- Provide communication methods, such as 2-way radios, for use in 
enclosed cabs. 

- Provide National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health ("NIOSH")­
approved respirators for workers without a prior history of Valley Fever. 

- Half-face respirators equipped with N-100 or P-100 filters should be used 
during digging, Employees should wear respirators when working near 
earth moving machinery. 

- Employees should be medically evaluated, fit-tested, and properly trained 
on the use of the respirators, and a full respiratory protection program in 

accordance with the applicable Cal/OSHA Respiratory Protection Standard 
(8 CCR 5144) should be in place. 

- Prohibit eating and smoking at the work site, and provide separate, clean 
eating areas with hand-washing facilities. 

- A void outdoor construction operations during unusually windy conditions. 

- Consider limiting outdoor construction during the fall to essential jobs 
only, as the risk of cocci infection is higher during this season. 

5. Prevent transport of cocci outside endemic areas: 

- Thoroughly clean equipment, vehicles, and other items before they are 
moved off-site to other work locations. 

- Provide workers with coveralls daily, lockers (or other system for keeping 
work and street clothing and shoes separate), daily changing and showering 
facilities. 
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- Clothing should be changed after work every day, preferably at the work 
site; 

- Train workers to recognize that cocci may be transported off site on 
contaminated equipment, clothing, and shoes; alternatively, consider 
installing boot-washing; and 

- Post warnings onsite and consider limiting access to visitors, especially 
those without adequate training and respiratory protection. 

6. Improve medical surveillance for employees 

- Employees should have prompt access to medical care, including suspected 
work-related illnesses and injuries; 

- Work with a medical professional to develop a protocol to medically 
evaluate employees who have symptoms of Valley Fever. 

- Consider preferentially contracting with 1-2 clinics in the area and 
communicate with the health care providers in those clinics to ensure 
that providers are aware that Valley Fever has been reported in the area. 
This will increase the likelihood that ill workers will receive prompt, 
proper and consistent medical care; 

- Respirator clearance should include medical evaluation for all new 
employees, annual re-evaluation for changes in medical status, and 
annual training, and fit-testing; 

- Please note that skin testing is not recommended for evaluation of Valley 
Fever; 

- If an employee is diagnosed with Valley Fever, a physician must determine 
if the employee should be taken off work, when they may return to work, 
and what type of work activities they may perform." 

On September 11 , 2013 a new study was published by the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention which shows the annual rate of hospitalizations for Valley Fever, a potential lethal 
but often mis-diagnosed disease, has doubled over the past twelve years in California. According 
to the study, the fever which can be contracted by simply breathing fungus spores found in soil, has 
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cost more than two billion dollars in hospital charges. 

Inappropriate mitigation for the high speed rail project in the hotbed of Valley Fever 
territory will lead to increased utilization and need for hospitalization which will impact local 
hospitals, including Dignity Health hospitals. In California according to the CDC, Valley Fever 
cases rose from about 719 in 1998 to more than 5 ,500 cases reported in 2011. Please find an article 
marked as Exhibit 6 published by the Associated Press on April 29, 2013 regarding the Federal 
Medical Receiver J. Clark Kelso's order to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to 
exclude medically risky patients from A venal and Pleasant Valley State Prisons because the groups 
are more susceptible to the fungal infection which originates in the regions soil. It was found that 
appropriate mitigation measures had not been carried out and that the inmates had to be transferred. 
The two prisons in questions are right along the alignment for the high speed rail. 

The high speed rail between Fresno and Bakersfield is estimated to need over nine 
(9) million cubic yards of soil for construction. The final EIR/EIS fails to discuss any and all studies 
done that would indicate: Where the soil will be obtained? How it will be stored? How will it be 
used during construction? What mitigation measures are outlined for the soils use? Further, there 
are no studies in the final EIR/EIS that discuss the appropriate mitigation for the transmission of 
Valley Fever to federally protected and endangered species. 

This omission to study and mitigate is a clear health and safety nightmare. Not only 
do prisoners have a right to protection from a disease caused by disturbance of the soil, but so do all 
citizens of the Central Valley. The increase in disease and death that could be caused by this project 
if not appropriately studied and mitigated, will impact health services throughout the valley. 

Further, there was no study and /or the mitigation measures for this potential closure 
of Mercy Hospital and the replacement of over one (100) beds for treating patients. Surely, ifCEQA 
requires study and mitigation for urban blight, it requires studies and mitigation for the removal and 
destruction of a major hospital and adjoining medical facility needed to treat disease caused by the 
project. 

It is therefore important that the Authority do appropriate studies before 
commencement or approval of this project and re-circulate the final EIR/EIS for comment by the 
public and health care professionals. 
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CONCLUSION 

Although Mercy (Dignity Health) began the EIRIEIS process supporting the project 
based on promises of proper studies and adequate mitigation measures to protect the integrity and 
safe operation of Bakersfield Mercy Hospital, it now must object to the approval and the Final 
EIRIEIS, as well as, the project at this time. 

Enclosed please find Exhibit 7 which is a list of health care professionals along with 
their comment letters re: The Impact of Mercy Hospital. 

Dignity Health's objection contained in this letter· 
the failure to follow the law in performing proper and ad uate 
mitigation measures that can be commented on before ce ific ·on of e 

GFM:vjc 
Enclosures 
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~ Mercy Hospitals 
CIQ of Bakersfield 

A Dignity Healt h Member 

17 October 2012 
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Fresno to Bakersfield Rsvised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS Comment 
770 L Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Review of the noise and vibration sections of the Draft EIR/EIS 
California High Speed Rail Project - Fresno to Bakersfield 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The purpose of this letter is to provide comments on the Fresno to Bakersfield Revised 
Draft EIR/EIS for the California High Speed Rail Project specifically relating to noise and 
vibration impacts on Mercy Hospital, located at 2215 Truxtun Avenue in Bakersfield, 
California which is impacted by the Bakersfield South and Bakersfield Hybrid alignment 
alternatives. 

As background, Mercy Hospital was founded by the Sisters of Mercy more than 100 
years ago and they have been providing compassionate care to the citizens of 
Bakersfield and the surrounding communities ever since. Part of the many medical 
services that Mercy Hospital provides is surgical specialties including breast surgery and 
reconstruction, general surgery, gynecological surgery, head and neck surgery, 
neurosurgery, orthopedic surgery, outpatient surgery, plastic surgery, spine surgery, 
thoracic surgery, urology surgery, vascular surgery and weight-loss surgery programs. 
The surgical specialties are the areas that will be impacted the most by the HSR project. 

Following are comments were prepared for us by noise and vibration consultant David L. 
Wieland of Wieland Acoustics, Inc. 1371 Warner Avenue, Suite A Tustin, CA 92780 
(949) 474-1222. Although the Wieland comments were prepared prior to the revised 
Draft EIR being released it doesn't appear that the revisions addressed any of the 
following comments to the initial Draft EIR. 

Section I 
California High-Speed Train Technical Report, Fresno to Bakersfield Section, 

Noise and Vibration - URSIHMM/Arup Joint Venture, July 2011 

1. Referring to Tables 4-3 and D-3 of the report, the estimated existing ambient Ldn 
at Mercy Hospital (identified as Site ST-2 in the tables) is 79.9 dB. However, it is 
our opinion that this is· a serious overestimate. Appendix B, Determining Existing 



Fresno to Bakersfield Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS Comment 
10/17/2012 
Page 2 of 8 

Noise, of the FRA Document High-Speed Ground Transportation Noise and 
Vibration Impact Assessment (hereinafter, FRA Document) identifies six options 
for determining the existing ambient noise environment at a receiver, of which the 
report preparer appears to have selected Option 5. This option allows one to 
estimate the Ldn at a short-term measurement location (such as at Mercy 
Hospital) by comparing it to the data gathered at a nearby long-term 
measurement location. However, as the FRA Document states, care must be 
taken to ensure that the long-term measurement location has a similar noise 
environment to that represented by the short-term measurement location. This 
was not the case for Mercy Hospital, as described in the following comments: 

a. The ambient noise environment at the south side of Mercy Hospital is 
dominated by traffic on 16th Street, railroad operations, and railyard 
activities, and measurement position ST-2 should have been selected to 
reflect this. However, instead the noise environment at the position 
selected for ST-2 was dominated by the hospital's own mechanical 
equipment yard1

. The hospital's own noise cannot be included as part of 
the existing ambient noise that will be used to assess noise impacts on 
the hospital 

b. There appear to be two long-term measurement locations somewhat near 
Mercy Hospital; however, neither of them is exposed to the same noise 
environment as th~ hospital (i.e., traffic on 16th Street, railroad operations, 
and railyard activities). Site L T-1, located about 3,800 feet east of the 
hospital, is dominated by traffic on 14th Street and M Street, and by 
railroad operations. Site L T-187, located about 1, 100 feet northwest of 
the hospital is dominated by traffic on Truxtun Avenue. It isn't clear from 
the document which of these two locations was compared to ST-2 in 
order to estimate the Ldn at Mercy Hospital. 

In summary, Site ST-2 should have been located on hospital property away from 
any on-site mechanical equipment or other hospital-related noise sources, and it 
should have been compared to a long-term measurement obtained at a location 
that is representative of the ambient noise environment at the hospital (e.g., a 
residential location on 16th Street immediately west of the hospital). This would 
have provided a more accurate estimate of the existing ambient noise 
environment at the hospital. 

1
Accordlng to the GPS coordinates identified In Table D-3 for short-term measurement site ST-2 (Mercy 

Hospital), the measurement was not even actually obtained at the hospital, but across the street to the south. 
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2. The calculation procedures identified on the bottom of page 4-11 and the top of 
page 4-12 for estimating the Ldn based on a short-term measurement do not 
comply with the procedures identified in the FRA Document 

3. Section 4.4.2, Measured Vibration Levels, states that the measured train 
vibration levels were compared to the estimated value obtained using the FT A 
general vibration assessment procedures, and that this comparison is provided in 
Table 4-5. However, no such comparison is provided in the test or the table. The 
text goes on the make some conclusions regarding the accuracy of the FT A 
method relative to the measurements, but these con~lusions are based on the 
analysis provided in Table E-1 , which has a number of errors in it. These errors 
include incorrect base RMS VdB levels for the various measurement positions, 
and incorrect calculations of "Measured VdB- FTA Model" differences. 

4. Appendix E indicates that groundbome vibrations acceleration levels were 
measured at locations near the existing tracks. However, the document never 
indicates how the measured acceleration levers were converted to vibration 
velocity levels. (Velocity levels, not acceleration levels, are the basis for the FRA 
significance criteria.) 

5. No groundbome vibration measurements were conducted at Mercy Hospital or 
anywhere in its vicinity. 

6. In Section 6.2.7 there are no calculations presented in the report to substantiate 
the estimated project noise levels. Therefore, their accuracy cannot be property 
assessed. However, using the data presented in the document, and the 
calculation proced1.res Identified in the FRA Document, it is estimated that the 
Ldn at the hospital will be 73 dB for the alternative alignment and 79 dB for the 
Bakersfield South alignment. These differ significantly from the estimated Ldn 
values presented in Tables 6-23 and 6-24 of the report (i.e. , 67 dB for the 
alternative alignment and 71 dB for the Bakersfield South alignment). 

7. In Tables 6-23 and 6-24, the impact assessed at Mercy Hospital (Site ST-2) is 
Moderate for both the alternative alignment and the Bakersfield South alignment 
However, referring to Comments #1, #2, and #Q, these assessments appear to 
be based on an erroneously high ambient noise level and an erroneously low 
project noise level. Therefore, the impact assessments are also assumed to be 
erroneous. 

8. In section 6.3, there appear to be a number of errors and inconsistencies in the 
procedure and analysis of vibration levels. However, we agree with the 
conclusion that no significant vibration impact is anticipated at Mercy Hospital 
due to train movements associated with the HST. 
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9. In Section 6.7.7, the Cumulative Plus Project Noise Impacts analysis at Mercy 
Hospital may be Incorrect for the reasons discussed in Comments #1, #2, and #6 
above. 

10. In Section 7, there is no analysis to substantiate the recommended mitigation 
measures. Also, the recommended mitigation measures may no longer be 
adequate in light of Comments #1, #2, and #6 above. 

11. In Section 7 .1, there are a number of constraints placed on the use of barriers to 
mitigate noise (e.g., reasonableness, feasibility, cost, etc.). These constraints are 
not found in the FRA Document What is their source? 

12. In Section 7 .1.5, the report indicates that all noise barriers will consist of a solid 
barrier no more than six feet high, with the remaining height of the barrier 
constructed of a transparent material. The document should note that this 
transparent material must provide a surface density of at least 3 pounds per 
square foot, as required in the FRA Document. 

13. Will all floors of the hospital be protected by the proposed mitigation measures? 
If not, then an analysis should be conducted to determine what, if any, additional 
mitigation measures are needed In order to ensure an interior Ldn of 45 dB or 
less within the hospital. 

14. In Tables 6-23 and 6-24, the impact assessed at Mercy Hospital (Site ST-2) is 
Moderate for both the alternative alignment and the Bakersfield South alternative 
alignment. As indicated in Section 7.1 of the document, however, this means that 
implementation of the mitigation measures described in Sections 7 .2.11 and 
7 .2.12 is at the discretion of the Authority. There is no guarantee that the 
mitigation measures be implemented if the project goes forward. 

15. The noise mitigation measures in Section 7 should include the source treatments 
discussed in Section 5.4.1 of the FRA Document. These treatments include 
vehicle noise specifications, wheel treatments, vehicle treatments, and guideway 
support. 

16. The construction noise analysis described in Section 8.1 is internally 
inconsistent. Table 8-1 identifies average noise levels obtained from a 1971 EPA 
report for various phases of construction, but doesn't identify what equipment or 
the numbers of each equipment item that were used to derive these average 
values. Table 8-2 then identifies noise levels for individual construction 
equipment items obtained from a 2006 Ff A report, but these are likely not the 
equipment noise levels used by the EPA in 1971 to derive their average 
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construction levels. Section 8.1 then goes on to identify (in Appendix I) the actual 
construction equipment that will be used in each phase of construction for the 
HST project, but these phases don't correspond to those identified in Table 8-1 . 
With these inconsistencies, it isn't clear what data is used in the analysis. (This is 
cleared up fn Section 8.4, which disregards much of the text presented in Section 
8.1 .) 

17. Section 8-2, in the first paragraph after Table 8-3, has an incorrect reference to 
Table 8-4. 

18. In Section 8.4, there is no analysis to substantiate the construction noise results 
presented in Table 8-6. Therefore, the accuracy of the results cannot be verified. 

19. Given the amount of information available regarding numbers and types of 
construction equipment that would be used during each phase of project 
construction, the FRA's detailed construction noise analysis procedures should 
have been used to assess potential impacts. 

20. Sections 8.4.1 through 8.4. 7 mention only potential impacts at residences. 
Significant impacts will clearly occur at the hospital and should be identified . 

21 . Section 8.4.8 discusses measures for mitigating noise impacts from pile drivers. 
However, the document states that the recommended "drilling and casing" 
method for installing piles will reduce the impact distance to 220 feet from the 
construction. Since the hospital is located within 118 feet of the Bakersfield South 
alignment the impact remains significant. 

22. The construction noise mitigation measures in Section 8.4.8 should be revised to 
address potential Impacts at the hospital, not just at the residences. 

23. No analysis is provided to how that the recommended mitigation measures will 
reduce the construction noise to levels that comply with the FRA guidelines or 
the local noise ordinance standards. Construction noise should be idertified as a 
significant unavoidable impact 

24. Section 8.5 states that "The type of equipment along with the sequence of 
construction operations has not been established for the project." This is 
incorrect. Appendix I provides the information. 

25. Section 8.5.1 indicates that there are potential construction vibration damage 
impacts at nearby buildings, but doesn't identify which buildings. Based on the 
information provided in Table 8-9, the impact at Mercy Hospital, which is located 
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within 135 feet of the Bakersfield South Alternative Alignment, is potentially 
significant. 

26. Section 8.5.1 mentions the potential for annoyance due to vibration from 
construction activities but provides no analysis or conclusions. Using information 
provided in the report, Mercy Hospital will be subject to a vibration level (Lv) of 
about 92 VdB during pile driving on the Bakersfield South Alternative Alignment. 
This is well above the significance criterion of 72 VdB and is a significant impact. 

27. In Section 8.5.2, there is no analysis and no specific recommendations for 
mitigating construction vibration Impacts. These should be identified and included 
in the document. 

Section II 
Noise and Vibration - Section 3.4 

California High-Speed Train Project EIRIEIS, Fresno to Bakersfield Section 

Because this document Is based on the Technical Report reviewed in Section I above, 
the comments provided above also apply to this document (though page numbers and 
section numbers are different). The following comments reflect issues that were not 
discussed in the Technical Report or items that conflict with the Technical Report 

1. On page 3.4-13, the document states that "Noise modeling projections assumed 
atmospheric absorption of sound based on the International Standard "ISO 9613-
2". There's no evidence to substantiate this in the Technical Report. 

2. On page 3.4-13, the document states that the noise analysis used source 
reference levels identified in the FRA Document for the VHS electric vehicle type. 
This conflicts with the Technical Report which states that the noise analysis used 
source reference levels for the HS EMU vehicle types when analyzing noise from 
the propulsion units and wheel-rail interactions. The VHS electric vehicle type 
was only used to analyze aerodynamic noise. 

3. On page 3.4-15, In Section E, CEQA Significance Criteria, the document states 
that a significant impact will occur .if the project results in the "Exposure of 
persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards for a severe 
impact established by the FRA for high-speed ground transportation and by the 
FT A for transit projects." In other words, under CEQA the noise level impact will 
be significant only if It Is a severe impact according to the FRA. If the noise level 
is a moderate impact according to the FRA then there is no significant impact 
under CEQA. This position is reiterated in Section 3.4.5A, Overview of Project 
Impacts, which states that "For this analysis, a moderate impact according to the 
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FRA impact criteria is considered to be a moderate effect under NEPA and a less 
than significant impact under CEQA." 

4. In Section 3.4.5A, Overview of Project Impacts, the document states that there 
are some sensitive land use receivers within 175 feet of the rail line that would be 
adversely affected by vibration impacts during operation of the HST. It isn't clear 
how this screening distance was derived. In Table 3.4-9, the document identified 
a screening distance of 275 feet for vibration assessment. It isn't clear why the 
overview presented in Section 3.4.5A uses a lesser screening distance, or what 
impact this would have on the number of receivers that would be considered 
adversely affected by vibration Impacts. 

5. The construction noise analysis presented in Section 3.4.5C is inconsistent with 
that presented in the Technical Report and may be Inconsistent with 
recommended FRA procedures. It is noted that pile drivers have not even been 
included. This is of particular importance when assessing potertial impacts to 
Mercy Hospital since It is likely that the aerial structure will be supported on piles. 

6. The construction vibration analysis presented in Section 3.4.5C is inconsistent 
with that presented in the Technical Report. It is noted that pile drivers were not 
included in the analysis summary of Table 3.4-13. This is of particular importance 
when assessing potential impacts to Mercy Hospital since it is likely that the 
aerial structure will be supported on piles. 

7. The construction vibration analysis presented in Section 3.4.5C does not include 
a discussion of possible building damage impacts. 

8. Mitigation Measure N&V-MM#2 indicates that building damage from construction 
vibration is only anticipated from impact pile driving at very close distances (25 to 
50 feet) to buildings. This is inconsistent with the Technical Report which states 
that building damage can occur at distances of 135 feet. Since Mercy Hospital is 
located about 118 feet from the Bakersfield South Alignment, this is a potential 
concern. The mitigation measure, which limits pre-construction surveys to 
locations within 50 feet of piling, will not protect the hospital. 

9. Mitigation Measures N&V-MM#3 states that M ••• where moderate increases in 
noise affect receptors, noise-reducing measures could be implemented, even 
though not required". As discussed In previous comments, the impact is 
considered to be moderate at the hospital; therefore, there is no assurance that 
mitigation will be implemented. 

10. Mitigation Measure N&V-MM#3 appears to only address compliance with NEPA 
and not with CEQA. Will mitigation be implemented if the project noise results in 
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a significant impact relative to CEQA bur only a moderate impact relative to 
NEPA? 

11 . Table 3.4-28 states that implementation of Mitigation Measures N&V#1 and 
N&V#2 will reduce construction noise and vibration impacts to a CEQA level of 
less than significant. There is no analysis to support these claims. 

Mercy Hospital is not opposed to the California HSR Project and looks forward to the 
opportunity to work with the High Speed Rail Authority to find appropriate solutions to the 
issues and concerns addressed above. 

a:· ~ussell ~,,...._ 
President/CEO 
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Fresno to Sal<ersfield Revised Draft EIR/Supplerrental Draft EIS Comment 

770 L Street. Sutto 800 
Sacnirnento, CA 95814 

RE.: Review of lhe noise and vibretion seclioos al the Draft EIR/ElS 
Cai;Jomie High Spe<1d Rall Project - Fresno to Bakersfield 

T 0 Whom It May Concern: 

~ ••"'"·-

~ ~: 

The purpose of this letter is to provide comments on lhe Fresno to Bakersfield Revised 

Oratt EIR/EIS fo< Iha Ca!Womia High Speed RaW Projed specif'IC811y relating to noise and 
vi"'-tlo" impacts on Mercy Hospital. localed al 2215 Truxton Awnue In BakM'lfield. 
Califomla which is impacted by the Bakersfield South and Bakersfield Hybrid alignment 

alternatives. 

As b3ckground, Mercy Hospital was founded by the Sisters of Mercy more than 100 

years ago and !hey have been providing compassionate care to the citizens of 
BakersOeld end the surtOUndlng communities"""' sll\Olt. ~fl of the rrieny medk:ll 
&ervices 1"'11 Mercy Hospftal pro.;.:tes is suflllcal specialties lnclodlng breast surgery and 
reoonstruction, genentl surgery. gynecolo9UJ surgeiy, ti.ad and neck surgety, 
neurooul1IO<'f, orthopedic SUfgery, outpatient surge<y, plastic SU'V"fY, spine surgery. 
tnoradc su!Q"'Y. urology ourgery. vase<1lar sa-gery and welgl\l-kiss surgery prognims. 
The surgical spedallles are the areas that win be Impacted the most by the HSR project. 

Following are comments were prepared for us by ncise and """'lion conaJltanl David L. 
Wieland cl Wieland Acoualica, Inc. 1371 Warner Avenue, Su~e A Tustin. CA 92780 

(949) 474-1222.1\lthough Iha Wieland comments were prepared pt10t lo lhe ""'1sed 
Draft EIR being released II doesn' appear that the revisions addressed any of !he 
roltmving comments to the initial Draft EIR. 

Section I 
C•llfoml• Hlgh-Sp .. dTrafn Technical R.,,art. Fresno to Bakerslleld S.CUon, 

Noise and Vlb,..tlon • URS/HfrlM!A.rup Joint Venture, July 2011 

i Referrlf\g to Table• 4-3 and D·J of the report, the es~maled e>dstlng a-t ldn 
al Mercy Hospital (Identified as Sile ST·2 ln the !ables) is 79.9 dB. HoweYar, U Is 
our optnion that lhis is a &erious overesUrnste. Appendhc B. Detormlning Existing 

9 CALIFORNIA e~ ~;~~= 
• • • Federal Railroad 

1-f 1gh-Speed Ra il Authonty ~ Administration 

80063-1 
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Nol3e, of Ille FRA ~t ~ed Gtound Transpotlalion -­
Vb11tlon tnpac:t Astt-' (hefelnldler. FRA Documept) idenOOea six options 
ror detemiining the exlsting ambient noise environment al a ~. of which the 
report preparer appears to have selecied 09tiorl 5. This option allows one to 

estimate the Ldn a t a short-1erm measur.ment locallon (&u<:h u al. Me<Cy 
Hospital) by comparing tt to lhe data gelhered at a nearby ~term 
measurement location. However. as the FRA Document s1ete1. care must be 

taken toe.,...,.. "'81 lhe ionv-term -• location has a similar noise 
enW<>nment to that represented by the ahort-lelm me .. urement loeelton. This 
was not the cne for MefC)' Hospllol. ea deoaibed In the f()(lowlng coownenls: 

a. The amblent noise enWt>nment et the south aide of Mercy Hospital Is 
clomlnaled by trat'fic on 16~ 5""91. raikoed opera lions. and ratlyard 
activities, and menu"""9nl posffionST-2 should have-. aelected 10 

renect this. -r. lmiteed the nolff environmef\t at the position 
Mtlecied fo< ST-2 was dominated by the hoai>;taf s own m.chanical 
equipment yard' . The hospitars own noise cannol be included as pa-t of 
II>• existing ambient noise Iha! wttf be used to assess noise mpacts on 

tho hospital 

b . . nwe ·-to be two long-term m~ment locations somewhlll near 
Mercy Hospltat howe-. neither or them Is exposed to the Mme noise 
en\lfranment as the hosphal {I.e .. trafllc on 1 6~ Street, railroad operalioM, 
and rallyard actMtles). Sile LT-1 , localed about 3.eoo feet east of the 

hospltel, Is dominated by t<llfflc on 1 • " Street and M Street. and by 
railroad operations. Sile LT-167, located aboUI 1.100 feel northwest of 
!he hospilalls dominated by traffic on Truxton A-.enue. II isn't clear from 
the dotumel'lwhi<:h oftheM two locatlons,..s compored to ST-2 in 
order to esftmale the ldn al Mercy Hospltaf. 

In summaty. Site ST-2 should ha"" been localed on llo$pttat propeny away from 
any Of)-Sil& mechank:el equlprnenl or other hosplt>Kelaled noise sour1:es, and tt 

should h11"8 been compared lo 11 long-tenn rne89Uf1ttflent obtained al a location 
that Is tepieHolatlve of Iha ambient noise 9f'Vironrnenl al lhe hospital (&.g ., a 
residential location on 16., Street immediately wesl cf the hosptal). Thia would 
have provlded a more accurate estimale of the existing ambitlnt noise 

environment ai the hosplal. 

Al!oolc:.-o;;-t0w. GP5~»~~1.ttito0 ·3iarston·l#'l'l'l.-...,ftf>~Mt9ST~(U..C., 
~).be~"""no1 ..,imt x:tWi11yob•1edMt1wMt•t.M~N~IClit.~. 
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2. The calculation procedun!S identified on the bollom of page 4-11 and the top of 

page 4-12 for esrimating the Ldn based on• sl>ort-lerm measurement do not 

comply with the proced"8s identified it1 the FRA Document 

3. Sec:t;on 4.4.2. /Masured \libr.lfion L&Ve/s. stalff lhat the measured tr.lin 
vibration l<M>ls were compared to the ""llmaled value obtained using Iha FT A 
general vlbraUon assournent proced""5, and that this comparison ls provided In 
Tobie 4-5. However, no such comparison Is provided In the test"' Iha table. The 
text goes on the matte 90me concluslona regarding the accuracy of th• FT A 
method relative to rh& meesurem.nts, but these oortduslons are besed on the 
analysis provided In Table E-1, which hes o nunbe<of emn In ll These err~ 
lriclude lnooOTeCt base RMS VdB levela for !he various measurement positions. 

and incorrect calculations of ·Measured VdB -FTA Model" differences. 

4. Appendix E lndleates that gmundborne vibrations accelem;on levels were 
measured at locatloM near lhe existing tradts. ~..,r, the document""""' 
lndicales how the meascred acceleration 1.,.,.,,. we<e converted to vibration 
velocity levels. {Velodty levals. not acoelerallon levels. are the basis for the FRA 

significance criteria .) 

5. No oroundbomevlbratlon mens~ents weni condueled al Mercy Ho•pital ex 
anywhere in Its vicinity. 

6. In Sedion 6.2. 7 there are no cak:utatlons presented In the report to •ubs!anttate 
the estimated project noise 1e..,1s. Therefore. their IJCQJf!lcy cannot be property 

assessed. However. ustn9 lhe data prMented in the doo..ment, and the 
catcutatlcn proced""5 identified In the FRA Oocu:nen~ ft is estimated that the 
Ldn at the hospital wtll be 73 dB for the ettemaU.. allgrlmel11 and 79 dB for the 
Bak9fSfietd South alignmenl These differ $ignllleantry from the estimated Ldn 
values presented in Tables 6-2'.l and 6-24 of the report O.e., 67 dB for the 
attematlve afignment and 71 dB for the B:iUr>field South alignment). 

7. In Tables 6-23 and 6-24, the impad assessed at Mercy Hospital (S~e ST-2) is 
Moderate lo< both the anemative artiJnment and tile Bakersfield South alignment 

Ho-""" refermo to Comments #1 , 112. and #6, th~ as .... srnents appear lO 
be based Of' an emmeously high ambient noise level and an erroneously low 
project noise level. Therefore. the impact assessments are 81so assumed to be 

erroneous.. 

8. In oe<:tK>n 6.3, there appear to be a number of ermrs and inconsistendes In the 
procedure and analysis of vibration lewis. However, - agree ..;th the 
conclusion that no significant vibration Impact is anticipated al Mercy Hospital 

due to train movements 1tssodated with the HST. 

~CALIFORNIA 
· , High-Speed Rail Authority 0 

U.S. Department 
of T ransportatiOn 
Federal Railroad 

...,. Admi n istration 
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9. In Section 6.7.7, lhe Ccmulative Plus Project Noise Impacts analysis at Mercy 
t-lospital may be incorrecl for the reasons discussed in Comments #1, #2. eod #6 

above. 

10. In Soclion 7, lhe<e ls no analysis to substantiate the recommended mitigation 
measures. Also. the recommended mitigetion measures may no longer be 
adequate in right of Comments #1 . #2. and #6 abo .... 

11 . In Section 7. 1, there are a numW of constraints pieced on rhe use of barriers lo 
mitigate noise (e.g., reasonableness. Jeaslblt!ty, cost. etc.). These constraints ore 
net found in the FRA Document What is their source? 

12. In Section 7 .1.5. the report Indicates tllat al n<>ise barriers will consist of a s<>lld 
barrier no more than sht feel high, with the remaining height of the barrier 
construcled of a transparent m aterial. The document should note that this 
transparent material must provide a surface density of et least 3 pounds pe< 

square foot. as required in the FRA Document. 

13. Wit all floors of the hospbl be protected by the proposad mitigation measures? 
If no~ then an anetysis should be oonduded to determine what. l any, additional 
mitigation measure!. are needed In order to ensure an interior Ldn of 45 dB Of 

leos within the hosprtal. 

14. In Tables ~23 and ~24, the impact assened el Mercy Hocpttat (Site ST-2) Is 
Moderate for both the altemative .alignment and ttut Bakersfield South alternative 

alignment. As indicated In Section 7.1 of the document howeYer, this maans th8t 
impfementatic>n of the miUgaUon measures described In Sections 7 .2. 11 end 

7 .2.12 Is at the disaetion of the Authority. There is no guarantee that the 
mlllgation measures be implemented d the project goes forward. 

15. The noM mlt\gation measures in SecOon 7 shoutd IDctode the &OIJ'Ce treatments 
discussed in Section 5.4.1 of the FRA OoOJm,.ol The'<! treatmenl!I include 
vehicle noise specifications. wheel trttatments. vehide treatments, and gufd&way 

support 

16. The construction noise analysis described In Seeton 8.1 IS lntemany 

inconsistent Table ~ 1 identifies """'89" noise levels obtained from a 1971 EPA 
report to< various phat&a of cxmslruetion. but dOMn't idently what equfpment 01 

the rn.n'tbers of each equipment item th•t were used to derive these average 

vah.Jes. Table S-2 then identlfies noise '8wts for lndtvidual construdk>n 
equipment ttems obtained from a 2006 FT A report . bul these ""' t>l<ely nol the 
equipment noise 'evei's used by the EPA in 191 1 lo derive thair average 

Page \24 
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construction leYels. Sediof1 8.1 then goes en to identfy (In Appendix 1} "8 actuel 

conslr\Jellon equipment that wlll be used in •ch phase d. ccnstrudlon for the 
HST projed. bot theseJt>asesdon1correspond lo thou identified in Table 8-1. 
With these 1nconsistencles, It lsn1 de8r what del8 Is used In the analysis. (This is 
deered up in Section 8.4. which disregards muCh of the text presented in Sec!lon 

8.1.) 

17. Secllon 8-2, In the 1113t penigrapl\ after Table 8-3, has an Incorrect reference lo 

Table 8-4. 

18. tn Section 8.4. thete ls no anelysls lo subslanlllle the conetruc9on nclH nisults 
pre•ented In Table 8-6. Therefore, the accuracy of the resutts cannot ba verified. 

10. Given the amount of ln!ormallon 8"811abla regan1lng nuinbors o:nd types d. 
construction equipmenl !Nit would be used d~ng nch phaoe of project 
construction. the FRA's detailed consliJction noise analysls procedures should 

have been uoed to assess potenUol lmpects. 

20. Secilons 8.4.1 through 8.4.7 mention only potential Impacts at residences. 
Significant imJ>act5 will clearly o=Jr al the hospilal and should be idenlifled. 

21 . Section 8A8 dlscu5Ses measure5 for mitigating noise lmJ>acts Imm pile drivers. 

Ho-. tho dooJment states that the mcommended "drffrmg and casing" 
method for in1t.alnng pile$ wi11 reduce the impact <f1Slance lo 220 feet from the 
construction. Since the hosl)ital 15 located within 118 leel of the Bakersfield South 

alignment the lmpllci remains slgnfflcant 

22. The con!ilnlction noise mHlqatlon me"""8S )n S.Ctlon 8.4.8 sho\Jld be revised to 
addrees po1enllal lmO•clS at the hospital. not just at th• residences. 

23 . No anelysls Is provided to how that the .....,. .. ,,.,,Ide<! mll!getion -will 
reduce the c°""tructlon noise IO leYe1o ll'tat eomply w111> the FAA guidelines or 
the local noise ordimmCe ""'ndards. Construction noise sho\Jld be ldertifeed as a 

sjgniOcent unavclda~e Jmpact 

24 . Secilon 8 .5 stales that "'The type of equipment along with th• sequence of 
construction operatloM has not been established for the project.· This Is 

inocrrect. Appendix 1 p<OYides the lnformotlort 

25. Section 8.5. 1 lndlceles that there""' po1enflal oons!ructlon vlb<aiion damage 
Impact~ at nearby buildings. but doesn 'l ldentfy wh;ch bulldl119'. Based on the 
Information provided in Table 8-9, the Impact at MerC)I ~itot . which ls located 
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80063-25 1 

B0063-26 

00063-27 1 

80063-28 1 

00063-29 

80063-30 

Fresno to 81tketsfiek:t Rr.ai!led Drftf't ElRISupplementCll Drafters Comment 
10/17/2012 
Poge5 ol 8 

wtthin 135 feet of the Bakerefield South Alternative All!lnment. is potenttelly 

significant. 

26. Section 8.5.1 mentions the poter4ial lor annoyenee due to vibration from 
construction actMtles but pr<>vld85 no analysis or eonduslons. Using information 

proW!ed in the report, Marcy Hospllal win be subject to 1 vfbr11tlon le-el (I..) of 
about 92 VdB during pile drMr>g on the Blll<e<sfield South Anematlve Alignment 
Thts is wen above the significance criterion of 72 VdB and is a significant tmi:iact 

27. In S&clion 8.5.2, there 15 no analysl• and no •pectflc recommendations for 
mitigating constrvcllon .tbratlon Impacts. These should be idontJled and included 

in the doet.menl 

S<Klfon " 
Noise • nd Vlbn lfon - Section 3.4 

Callfomla Hlglt-Spffd T,..ln Project EIRIEIS, Fru"o to Bohrslleld Section 

Because this document is based on the T echnica! Repor1 revie-.l in Section I above, 

the comments provided aboY!I also apply to this document (though J>899 numbers and 
section .,..,,~ans different). The following comments reflect i5sues that_,,, not 
discussed irl lhe Technical Report or items thet confrte:l with lhe Technical Report 

1. On P"Qe 3.4-13. ttia documen1 statM that ·Noise modeling projacflon9 as.urned 
atmo5phenc absofptlon of sound ba5ed on the !ntematlonal Standard "!SO 961 3-
2". There's no evidence lo 1ub5tentiete this in the Tectmk;al Report. 

2. On page 3.4-13. the dorument stales that the noise analysls used soun:e 
reference levels Identified in the FRA Document for tho VHS elec:Tic vehlcle type. 
This oonf!lcls with the Tecllnlcal Report which states lhot Iha noise analysis uMd 

source relentnee -is 10< the HS EMU vehlde types when analyzing noise from 
the propulsion unHa and wheel-<&H lnleractk>ns. The VHS electric vehicle type 
WM onty used to anatyza aerodynamic nol9e. 

3. On page 3.4-15, In Secllon E. CEQA Significance Crll9rla, the docunent states 
that a signifocanl impact wm oe<:ur ~ the project result5 in the "Exposure al 
persons to or gerier.ltion or noise ~Is in excess of $tandard.1 for• :se¥Me 

Impact established by the FAA 10< hlgf>.""""d ground transportation and by the 
FT A for lnll'Sit projecb. • In olhe< won:ls. und« CECA th• noise level Impact wit! 
be sigrilllc8nl only ii His a severe impact aocotding lo the FRA. If the noi9a level 
15 • mode"'"' impact acconllnQ to the FRA then lhans is no significant impaCI 
under CEOA. This posillon lo reiteraled "' Section 3.4.5A, Overview of Proff'Ct 
/mpacls. which stales thl!t "For lhis analysis. a moderate impoet ae<:<><ding to the 
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60053-32 
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80053-35 

00053-35 
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FRA Impact criteria Is considered to be a moderale effect under NEPA end a t&ss 

than slgnlflcant lmpad under CEQA. • 

4. In Section 3.4.SA. Qvefvi&w al Pm~ Impacts, the documert stales lhat lhe19 
ore some sensltiYe land use receMlrs wahin 175 feet of the ra~ fine that would be 
e<!Yefsely alleded by vibralion \mpa<:ls dumg operation ol the HST. II isn't dear 
how this screening dlslance was defived. In Table 3.4-9, the document ide<ilified 

a screening distance of 275 feet lorvlbtalion assessment It isnl clear why the 
cwervlew presented in Section 3.4.SA uses a les .. r screening cflSlllnce. or what 
impact this woutd ha\1119 on the number of receivers !hat would be consideied 

adversely affeded by vibration lml>acts. 

5. The constructlon nolae ana~is preseoted in Section 3.4.SC is iocomistertt wttn 

that presented in lhe Technical Report end may be inconsistent '#llh 
recommended FRA procedutes. It is noted that pie driver'S ha"'9 not even been 

Included. Thls is ol particular importance when assessing polerllal impacll lo 
~lercy Hospital since ii is likely that tho aerial structure will be supported on piles. 

5 . The construction vil>nl«on analysis preoented in S&clion 3.4.SC Is inconsistanl 
with lhat pres en led In lhe T echntcal Report. II is noted that pile drivers were not 
Included In !he anal)'l\s summary of Table 3 .4-13. This is of porticuler imporlance 
when assessing polentlal impacls lo Mercy Hospital since tt is tikety that the 

aeri<JI structure win be supported on plies. 

1. The construction vibration analysis presented in Secllon 3.4.SC does nol lndude 

a discussion d. possible building damage impeds. 

8. Mitigolion Measunt N&V-MMll2 indlcales that building damage from construe!lon 
vibration is only antldpaled from Impact pile dtiving at Wiry dose dls1ances (25 lo 
50 feet) lo buildings. This is inconsistent wllh lhe Technical Report which sla!es 
that bullding damage can occur at distances of 135 feet. Since Mercy Hospllal is 
localed abol.I 118 feel from lhe 8okerslield SoUh Allgnmenl, lhl• is• pollentiai 

concern. The mitigation measure, whM:h limits pre-<onstrvction surveys to 
tocaUOns within 50 feet of p"1ng. wilt not protect the hospital. 

9. Mitigatlctt Measures N&V·MM#3 states th.at~ ... where moderate increases in 
noise offed receplon. nols&-redudng measures could be implemented, even 
though not required". As discussed In previous ocxnments, the lmpOd is 
considered to be modemle at the hospital: therefore, lhere is no assuranc.a that 

miHga1ion wit1 be imptemented. 

10. Mitigation Measure N&V-MM#3 appears to only address compliance wl1h NEPA 
an<1 not with CEOA. Will mitigation be ITTipk!monted if the project noise results in 

~ CALIFORNIA 
" High-Speed Rail Authority 0 

U.S. Oepartmen1 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad ~ Administration 

60053-37 1 

80053-381 
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F""'"° 10 881w>fleld Revi.ed Or.di EIR/Sopplamernal Ora" EIS Comm«1I 
10/17/2012 
Page Sol& 

a significant Impact rela!i\oe to CEQA bur only• moderate lmpad retatt...e to 

NEPA? 

11 . Table 3.4-28 states lhat \mptemenlatlon r:J M°diglltioo -ures N&V#1 9f'd 

N& Vtn wll reduce consructlon nolae and Yibnlllon Impacts 10 • CEOA level of 
less than significant. There is no analysis lo support these clajma, 

Mercy Hospital is nol opposed lo the Cal!fomia HSR Project and looks forward lo the 
oppo<lunity lo wori< wilh the High S~ Ra~ AulhOOly lo find oppropriate solufons to the 

i:ssoes and concems addressed above. 

!;r:~tl)-«"" 
RusseU V. JU<Jil'./ 
PresidenVCEO 
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California High-Speed Train Project EIR/EIS 
Fresno to Bal<ersfield Section Vol. V Response to Comments from Businesses and Organizations 

Response to Submission 80063 (Russell Judd, Mercy Hospitals of Bakersfield, October 18, 2012) 

80063-1 

Page 4-14 of the Fresno to Bakersfield Section: Noise and Vibration Technical Report 

(Authority and FRA 2012j) illustrates how the day-night sound level (Ldn) was calculated 

for short-term (ST) measurement locations that were correlated with long-tenn (LT) 

measurement data. During the measurement at ST-2 (Mercy Hospital), there were 

ambulances, train horns, and the fan/exhaust system at the hospital that contributed to 

the ambient noise level conditions near Mercy Hospital. The fan exhausVsystem is 

considered part of the ambient noise environment at the hospital. 

80063-2 

The short-tenn noise measurements (1-hour) were matched up with nearby long-tenn 

measurements (24-hour) that had similar types of nearby predominant noise sources. 

During the 1-hour short-tenn measurement, the nearby long-tenn measurement was 

being conducted . As the noise levels at the long-term measurement site rose and fell , 

we correlated this data with the short-tenn measurement site to see how the noise levels 

would rise and fall throughout the entire day in comparison with the long-term 

measurement data. These two noise levels were compared in order to come up with an 

estimated day-night sound level (Ldn) value at the short-tenn measurement site for the 

entire day, based on the long-tenn measurement data . 

This method had to be used in order to come up with estimated Ldn's at noise-sensitive 

receivers other than where long-tenn measurements were set up. It would not have 

been practicable to conduct long-tenn measurements at all of these locations. 

80063-3 

The field-measured vibration levels were compared to the residential vibration standard 

of 72 vibration decibels (VdB), and those values are presented in Table 4-5 of the 

Fresno to Bakersfield: Noise and Vibration Technical Report (Authority and FRA 2012j). 

These levels are to give residents adjacent to existing freight railroad lines an idea as to 

how high the vibration levels are from existing freight and passenger rail operations. The 

data presented in Table E-1 were an early estimate of modeled freight and passenger 

vibration levels, using the methodology presented in the Federal Transit Administration 

protocol and using base data from Figure 10-1 and Table 10-1 in order to compare the 

vibration levels with those measured in the field . The base RMS levels were taken from 

Figure 10-1 for a locomotive-powered freight or passenger train at 50 miles per hour. 
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80063-3 

That value was then corrected for the change in speed , distance from the rails , and the 

correction for flat spots on the wheels, and then those corrected values were compared 

to the measured values in the field . 

80063-4 

The acceleration values are converted to velocity values by integrating the noise values 

with respect to time. In this case, that is accomplished by first converting the measured 

acceleration decibel value to an energy, then dividing the acceleration energy level at 

each of the one-third octave frequency bands by the quantity 2 times the constant pi 

multiplied by the frequency. The resulting value is then converted to inches per second 

(the basis for vibration decibels [VdB)), and the decibel value is then detennined by 

taking 20 times the log of the ratio of the resulting energy value to the reference level of 

1 O to the -6 power inches per second . 

80063-5 

Locations that are close to the existing rail are more suitable for vibration 

measurements, and Mercy Hospital was located too far away from the existing rail to 

obtain an accurate measurement of vibration levels caused by existing operations. 

80063-6 

We are not sure what variables you used in your model, but our model has been 

reviewed in detail and a quality check has been conducted. Tables 5-2 and 5-3 of the 

Fresno to Bakersfield: Noise and Vibration Technical Report (Authority and FRA 2012j) 

show a comparison of modeled results (using the FRA method) compared to reference 

results for trains traveling at 100 and 200 miles per hour, respectively . Several cases 

can be found in the table. 

80063-7 

The measured ambient noise level and estimated day-night sound level (Ldn) value at 

Mercy Hospital are not erroneous. The FRA guidelines were followed . 

80063-8 

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-N&V-04 . 
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Response to Submission 80063 (Russell Judd, Mercy Hospitals of Bakersfield, October 18, 2012) -
Continued 

80063-9 

The measured ambient noise level and estimated day-night sound level (Ldn) value at 

Mercy Hospital are not erroneous. The FRA guidelines were followed . 

80063-10 

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-N&V-05. 

The measwred ambient noise level and estimated day-night sound level (Ldn) value at 

Mercy Hospital are not erroneous. The FRA guidelines were followed . 

80063-11 

These constraints/conditions were worked out between the noise consultants and the 

California High-Speed Rail Authority, and they are consistent with Caltrans 

constra ints/conditions. 

80063-12 

Text in the report has been corrected . 

80063-13 

Noise impacts have been calculated for all floors of the hospital, and the proposed 

mitigation will protect each of the floors of the hospital. 

80063-14 

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-N&V-05. 

80063-15 

The newest technology/equipment will be used for the project and will address these 

issues. Most of these mitigation measures are already addressed in the EIR. 

80063-16 

The noise levels that are listed in Table 8-1 provide guidance for construction of the 

Heavy Maintenance Facility and the Train Station since a list of definitive construction 

equipment that would be used has not been finalized . Table 8-2 provides examples for 

9 CALIFORNIA 0 ~~~ 
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80063-16 

noise sources. Section 8.4 deals with construction of the HST corridor and presents a 

rough list of equipment that would be used during specific construction activities. 

80063-17 

The reference to Table 8-4 appears to be placed correctly as to show the detailed 

assessment criteria for construction noise. 

80063-18 

Utilizing the construction equipment lists from Appendix I and the daytime and nighttime 

FRA noise standards of 80 dBA and 70 dBA Leq, respectively, distances to the 

construction noise contours were calculated for the construction activities phases. 

80063-19 

The types and numbers of equipment found in Appendix I were used to determine 

distances to potential noise impacts due to construction . 

80063-20 

The report will be changed to say "noise-sensitive receivers". 

80063-21 

Mitigation measures will be implemented, but the EIR (in Section 3.4.5.3), states that 

impacts during construction would be significant under CEQA, but temporary in duration . 

80063-22 

The report will be changed to say "noise-sensitive receivers". 

80063-23 

Mitigation measures will reduce noise to acceptable levels that meet the Federal Transit 

Administration's construction noise level thresholds. 

80063-24 

This is correct. Appendix I does include the construction equipment and sequencing . 
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00063-25 

Section 8.5.2 provides construction vibration mitigation measures that will be undertaken 

near vibration-sensitive receivers. 

00063-26 

Specific areas where pile driving may be conducted have not been identified ; however, 

vibratory pile driving and the drilling and casing methods have been recommended as 

mitigation measures to lessen the impact of pile driving in areas adjacent to sensitive 

receivers. The mitigation measure to reduce vibration impacts would be to use these 

mentioned alternative methods for pile driving. 

00063-27 

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-01 , FB-Response-GENERAL-21 , 

FB-Response-N&V-04. 

00063-28 

ISO 9613-2 was, in fact, used for noise-modeling projections. 

00063-29 

The propulsion and wheel-rail source noise levels from the HS EMU components found 

in Table 5-1 of the Fresno to Bakersfield: Noise and Vibration Technical Report 

(Authority and FRA 2012j) were used for noise modeling . For the aerodynamic noise, 

the VHS Electric components were used in order to predict HST project noise levels. 

00063-30: 

This is true. A moderate impact is considered less than significant. 

00063-31 

The screening distance is less because the transfer-mobility testing revealed the actual 

transmission characteristics of the soil along the right-of-way, where the distance to the 

screening distances was established . The screening distance is 175 feet, based on the 

transfer-nlobil ity tests. 
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00063-32 

Specific areas where pile driving may be conducted have not been identified ; however. 

vibratory pile driving and the drilling and casing methods have been recommended as 

mitigation measures to lessen the impact of pile driving in areas adjacent to sensitive 

receivers. The mitigation measure to reduce vibration impacts would be to use these 

mentioned alternative methods for pile driving . 

80063-33 

Specific areas where pile driving may be conducted have not been identified ; however, 

vibratory pile driving and the drilling and casing methods have been recommended as 

mitigation measures to lessen the impact of pile driving in areas adjacent to sensitive 

receivers. The mitigation measure to reduce vibration impacts would be to use these 

mentioned alternative methods for pile driving. 

80063-34 

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-01 , FB-Response-GENERAL-21, 

FB-Response-N&V-04. 

Construction vibration analyses are included in Section 8.5 of the Fresno to Bakersfield: 

Noise and Vibration Technical Report (Authority and FRA 2012j). 

00063-35 

Clarification of construction vibration criteria is not necessary due to the fact that in 

Section 8.5.1, Construction Vibration Criteria," in the Fresno to Bakersfield: Noise and 

Vibration Technical Report (Authority and FRA 2012j), it initially states that vibration 

from construction is highly unlikely to damage any structures. Table 8-9 shows the 

distances to construction vibration damage criteria . The building in question (Mercy 

Hospital) is still outside the realm of potential impact. 

80063-36 

There are planned mitigation measures (sound barriers) for the area near the hospital. 
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80063-37 

Mitigation Measure N&V-MM#3 in the EIR is in reference to Section 3.4.7.2, Project 

Noise, so it is safe to say that for the operation of the HST, various options exist to 

address potential significant noise effects .. 

80063-38 

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-01 , FB-Response-GENERAL-21, 

FB-Response-N&V-05. 

Analysis could not be conducted at each potential noise-sensitive receiver in order to 

determine what mitigation measures will be necessary to ensure compliance along the 

entire portion of every alternative . 
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EXHIBIT 3 



~ Mercy Hospitals 
U'> of Bakersfield 

A Dignity Health Member 

June 28, 2013 

Mr. Jeff Morales, CEO 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
770 F Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Mercy Hospital Bakersfield Vibration Analysis 
California High Speed Rail Project - Fresno to Bakersfield 

Dear Mr. Morales, 

Merer Hospit~ls ofB~ke1sficld 
2215 Trnxtun AV<' 

R:ikersfJ..,Jd, CA 9~301 
dirw 661 .632 .5 000 

mcrcybnk<~rsficld .org 

This correspondence is in follow up to our October 17, 2012 letter that provided comments on the 
Fresno to Bakersfield revised draft EIR-EIS for the California High Speed Rail project. Specifically relating 
to noise and vibration impacts on Mercy Hospital (located at 2215 Truxtun Avenue in Bakersfield, 
California), which is impacted by the Bakersfield South and Bakersfield Hybrid alignment alternatives 

Since the letter was submitted, you and your team from the CHSRA have toured the hospital to see the 
existing facilities and their proximity to the proposed alignment. You are acutely aware of the significant 
impact that the High Speed Rail potentially has on the operations of the hospital. 

In addition, we have also engaged an outside consultant to research the impact on our facility. Below 
are additional comments that were prepared for us by Environmentally Conscious Consulting, Tracy 
Gleeson, PE and Daniel S. Miller, Esq. Their independent review shows a potential significant impact to 
Mercy Hospital by the construction and operation of the High Speed Rail. We are concerned about this 
impact to the safety of the patients that are treated at Mercy Hospital. 

As you read the comments by our consultants, it is evident that significant action will be necessary to 
protect the patients that Mercy Hospital serves. We, as well as our consultants, believe that mitigation 
may not be possible during the construction or operation of the High Speed Rail. For this cause we 
propose that Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield and the California High Speed Rail Authority enter into 
immediate and confidential discussions concerning these findings. Mercy Hospital is concerned with the 
lack of sufficient information to determine the impact of the CHSRA project on the existing hospital and 
feel that the sooner we enter into appropriate conversations the better off both parties will be. 

I will be contacting your office but please feel free to contact me at russell.judd@dignityhealth .org or 
661-632-5537 to establish a method to open dialog for this very important discussion. I look forward to 
continuing our conversations and working with you to find the appropriate solution to the issues and 
concerns outlined. 
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Following are the additional comments that were prepared for us by Environmentally Conscious 
Consulting. They can be reached by mail at 13217 Jamboree, Suite 110-F, Tustin, CA 92782 or by phone 
at 949-300-7910 if needed. 

The High Speed Rail Authority (HSRA) is proposing to construct and operate a High-Speed 
Railroad 118 feet from the Mercy Hospital - Downtown Campus (MHDC), which is a Vibration 
Category 1 - High Sensitivity building as defined by the Federal Transit Authority. ECC was asked 
to review the vibration analysis report that was prepared as one of the technical studies for the 
project's draft environmental document. A review of the due diligence and environmental project 
documents prepared to date shows that not only was a Detailed Vibration Analysis (OVA), 
required by both the Federal Transit Authority (FTA) and the Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA), not performed for the area at and around the MHDC, but that none of the analytical 
components necessary to make an informed decision regarding the nature and extent of the 
vibration impacts to the Downtown Campus were obtained. It is anticipated that the Downtown 
Hospital will experience direct and substantial vibration impacts during both the multi-year long 
construction portion of the elevated guide way and the ultimate operation of High-Speed 
Railroad. 

A review of the environmental record shows th"t MHDC raised specific noise and vibration 
related concerns to the HSRA during the public comment period for the environmental impact 
statement. A copy of the October 17, 2012 letter is attached as Exhibit "A". Despite having 
raised specific concerns, to date no responses have been provided to address MHDC's noise and 
vibration concerns. 

MHDC operates a surgical center, intensive care units emergency room services and provides 
highly specialized medical services for the community. The medical procedures performed at 
MHDC require exacting degrees of care and skill by highly trained medical providers using 
sophisticated and expensive vibration sensitive medical equipment. High Sensitivity buildings 
and business such as this require a detailed level of analysis to ensure that vibration impacts are 
understood, mitigated or avoided. Based on the data currently available to the HSRA, the 
proposed alignment is being made without the HSRA obtaining the type of vibration data 
necessary to perform o OVA that would meet the FTA's guidelines. 
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1.0 LOCATION OF ALIGNMENT 

The following figure displays the typical section of the elevated guide way structure that will 
extend along the south side of MHDC, and the plan view of the alignment as it extends through 
downtown Bakersfield within the vicinity of the hospital. 
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2.0 Vibration Category 1- High Sensitivity Building Classification 

According to the FTA, land uses covered by Category 1 include "hospitals with vibration-sensitive 

equipment" and buildings where "vibration would interfere with operations within the building, 

including levels that may be well below those associated with human annoyance." 

The FTA states: 

Vibration Category l - High Sensitivity: Included in Category 1 are buildings where vibration 

would interfere with operations within the building, including levels that may be well below 

those associated with human annoyance. Concert halls and other special-use facilities are 

covered separately in Table 8-2. Typical land uses covered by Category 1 are: vibration-sensitive 

research and manufacturing, hospitals with vibration-sensitive equipment, and university 

research operations. The degree of sensitivity to vibration will depend on the specific equipment 

that will be affected by the vibration. Equipment such as electron microscopes and high 

resolution lithographic equipment can be very sensitive to vibration, and even normal optical 

microscopes will sometimes be difficult to use when vibration is well below the human 

annoyance level. Manufacturing of computer chips is an example of a vibration-sensitive process. 

As a Vibration Category 1 building, the FTA imposes a higher standard on the HSRA to ensure 

that the vibration impacts do not interfere with the operations conducted within a high 

sensitivity building. The FTA sets a 65 VdB level for Ground Borne Vibration Impact Levels 

generally. However, facilities like MHDC often have special needs requiring even more restrictive 

vibration levels so as not to put patients at risk, interfere with medical procedures or damage 

specialized equipment. 

Vibration levels for buildings in Vibration Category 1 are based on acceptable vibration for 

moderately vibration-sensitive equipment such as optical microscopes and electron microscopes 

with vibration isolation systems. The FTA notes that "defining limits for equipment that is even 

more sensitive requires a detailed review of the specific equipment involved" which is done by 

conducting a OVA. Mercy Hospital uses vibration sensitive equipment, conducts vibration 

sensitive procedures and the must provide for the care and recovery of critically ill patients. 

Despite being a Category 1 building, the HSRA has not conducted they type of detailed analysis 

required by the FTA. 

3.0 Detailed Vibration Analysis 

The HSRA should conduct a OVA to ensure that vibration impacts will not interfere with MHDC 

being able to provide a safe and effective environment for it patients and doctors and to protect 

the vibration sensitive equipment used as part of MHDC's operations 
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The FTA guidelines specify that the OVA should include the following components: 

A. Survev Existing Vibration . 

Although knowledge of the existing levels of ground-borne vibration is not usually required for 
the assessment of vibration impact, there are times when a survey of the existing vibration is 
valuable. Examples include documenting existing background vibration at sensitive buildings, 
measuring the vibration levels created by sources such as existing rail lines, and, in some cases, 
characterizing the general background vibration in the project corridor. Based on the 
information available for review the HSRA does not have background ground-bourne vibration 
data at or near MHDC. 

B. Predict Future Vibration and Vibration Impact. 

The FTA uses a prediction method to determine impacts. The major steps the HSRA needs to 
address in order to meet FTA standards for a OVA are: 

1. Develop estimates of the force density. The estimate of force density can be based on 
previous measurements or a special test program can be designed to measure the force density 
at an existing facility. If no suitable measurements are available, testing should be done at a 
transit facility with equipment similar to the planned vehicles. Adjustments for factors such as 
train speed, track support system, and vehicle suspension may be needed to match the force 
density to the conditions at a specific site. 

2. Measure the point-source transfer mobility at representative sites. The transfer mobility 
is a function of both frequency and distance from the source. Point-source transfer mobility is 
used for sources with short lengths, such as single vehicles or columns supporting elevated 
structures. 

3. Use numerical integration to estimate a line-source transfer mobility from the point-
source transfer mobilities. Une-source transfer mobility is applicable to long sources like trains. 

4. Combine force density and line-source transfer mobility to project ground-surface 
vibration. 

5. Add adjustment factors to estimate the building response to the ground-surface 
vibration and to estimate the A-weighted sound level inside buildings. 

C. Develop Mitigation Measures. 

Vibration Category 1 - High Sensitivity Buildings require site-specific mitigation measures. The 
Technical Study acknowledges that "construction of large transportation projects often 
generates vibration complaints even though they only toke place for a limited time. Vibration 
during construction would occur within 175 feet or less" and that "these impacts would be 
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temporary during construction. 11 Given that MHDC is approximately 118 feet from the 

construction corridor, the HSRA must design mitigation measures specifically tailored to address 

the unique vibration challenges presented by operating a surgical hospital adjacent to the 

corridor. 

4.0 Conclusion 

The HSRA should conduct a OVA prior to selecting a preferred alignment that will locate the HSR 

in direct proximity to the MHDC. Without the data provided by a detailed analysis, selecting 

practical vibration control measures that will be effective at the dominant vibration frequencies 

and compatible with the given transit structure and track support system amounts only to 

speculation. 

However, as currently configured, potential vibration risks to MHDC include: 

• Interference with surgical procedures. 
• Interference with specialized medical equipment. 
• Interference with Patient Care from vibration impacts to recovering patients. 
• Damage to the physical structure of the Downtown Campus. 

Mercy Hospital remains concerned with the lack of sufficient information to determine the impacts of 

the CHSRA project on the existing hospital use, as well as appropriate mitigation measures. We 

respectfully request that the full and proper analysis be facilitated, as required by the FTA and FRA, prior 

to selection of an alignment 

We look forward to continuing our conversations and working with you to find appropriate solutions to 

the issues and concerns addressed above 

~ ',/ .~ 
Russell V. Judd f/ 
President & CEO 

cc: Diana Gomez, Central Regional Director, California High Speed Rail Authority 
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IN REPLY REF'ER 
TO OUR FILE NO. 

Bakersfield 
028738/062494 

Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

RE: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Our office represents Dignity Health which owns and operates Mercy Hospital in 
Bakersfield, California. Mercy Hospital is, to our knowledge, the only hospital impacted by the High 
Speed Rail (HSR) Project. The extremely close vicinity to one of Bakersfield's major medical 
facilities raises significant and unique health and safety issues both during and subsequent to 
construction. During the draft E.I.R. comment period, and subsequently, the Authority assured 
Dignity Health that it would study the health and safety issues and incorporate new and corrected 
studies and proposed mitigation measures in the F .E.I.R. In particular, the Authority promised to 
correct the flawed noise and vibration studies and supply them and the proposed mitigation measures 
to Dignity Health before finishing the F.E.I.R. 

Dignity Health commissioned a peer review of the flawed noise and vibration studies 
regarding the effects on patient health, safety and hospital operations and, the findings were shared 

COT re HSR 3-26-14.frm 



BORTON PETRINI, LLP 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
Federal Railroad Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Council on Environmental Quality 
March 26, 2014 
Page2 

with the Authority staff, which led to a promise to do additional studies, with appropriate mitigation 
measures. The Authority agreed to work with Dignity Health to that end. 

We now learn that the Authority plans to submit its F .E.l.R. for approval by the end 
of April or early May without, Dignity Health's advanced consideration and review, and, without 
corrected studies and mitigated measures. Dignity Health's calls are now going unanswered. 

Dignity Health has at all times been cooperative with the Authority regarding their 
work on the project and relied on the good faith representation of the Authority personnel. The 
failure of the Authority to live up to its promise has resulted in Dignity Health now opposing the 
project. We not only demand additional studies, as promised, and appropriate mitigation measures, 
but, will scrutinize the F.E.I.R. much more carefully. 

It appears obvious that the Authority believes i 
to its stakeholders. 

GFM:vjc 

COT re HSR 3-26-14.fnn 
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California High Speed Rail Authority 
Attn: Chairman Dan Richard 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

.. EOIONAL 0,.,.1Ct:8 
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Bakersfield 
028738/062494 

RE: Final EIR/EIS and Authority Board Meeting Consideration Extension Request 

Dear Board Members: 

As counsel for Dignity Health we hereby request that the California High Speed Rail 
Authority (Authority) postpone consideration of approval for the Final EIR/EIS Fresno to 
Bakersfield Section. The Authority concluded the public comment period on the Draft Revised 
EIR/EIS Fresno to Bakersfield Section in the Fall of 2012. Since that time (approximately 18 
months) the Authority has been responding to comments and revising the Draft Revised EIR/EIS to 
address comments provided prior to the Fall of 2012. The Final EIR/EIS was issued on April 18, 
2014 and the Authority has noticed a public hearing on May 6, 2014 to hear comments and to 
consider approval of the document on May 7, 2014. This only gives the public approximately 
seventeen ( 17) days to review and understand approximately 4,800 pages of responses to comments 
provided by the Authority. 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) under which the Final EIR/EIS was developed, ensure the ability of the public 
to participate in development of the docwnent and to ensure that impacts and mitigation measures 
are appropriately documented. Given the lengthy time the Authority has taken to provide careful 
responses and the volume of material to review, the only reasonable action on behalf of the Authority 
at this time is to grant the public a suitable review time. This ensures that the Final EIR/EIS has 
addressed the concerns and comments submitted by the public. 

It is also reasonable to believe that allowing an extension of time for review would 
give the Authority, and more specifically Board Members, the ability to fully review and understand 

California High Speed Ra.ii Authority Board 4-24-14.frm 
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the responses in the Final EIR/EIS. This will ensure that the votes casts on the documents are fully 
informed. 

The CCHSRA requests that the Authority postpone any public hearing and/or 
potential approval of the Final EIR/EIS until June 2014. This will allow the public approximately 
one month to review and provide further comments if necessary on the Final EIR/EIS. We ask that 
this determination be made within five (5) calendar s and tha we be notified at 
gmartin@bortonpetrini.com as to the decision. 

GFM:vjc 

California High Speed Rail Authority Board 4-24·14.fun 
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Show Caption 
By DON THOMPSON, Associated PressPublished: Apr 29, 2013 at 2:22 PM PDTLast Updated: Apr 29, 2013 
at 3 :40 PM PDT 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) - The federal receiver who controls medical care in California prisons on 
Monday ordered thousands of high-risk inmates out of two Central Valley prisons in response to dozens of 
deaths due to Valley fever, which is caused by an airborne fungus. 

Map: Prisons 85 miles NW of Bakersfield>> 

Medical receiver J. Clark Kelso ordered the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to exclude black, 
Filipino and other medically risky inmates from Avenal and Pleasant Valley state prisons because those groups 
are more susceptible to the fungal infection, which originates in the region's soil. 

Aside from the racial minorities, high-risk inmates include those who are sick, infected with HIV, are 
undergoing chemotherapy or otherwise have a depressed immune system. In addition to the deaths, the fungus 
has hospitalized hundreds of inmates. 

The order will affect about 40 percent of the more than 8,200 inmates at the two prisons, said Joyce Hayhoe, a 
spokeswoman for the receiver's office. 

"The state of California has known since 2006 that segments of the inmate population were at a greater risk for 
contracting Valley fever, and mitigation efforts undertaken by CDCR to date have proven ineffective," she said 
in an emailed statement. "As a result, the receiver has decided that immediate steps are necessary to prevent 
further loss of life." 

L.++-· 11""'"" holr.-r"fiPlrinnw r.om/news/localNallev-fever-rampant-at-Central-Valley-priso... 4/21/2014 
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That creates problems for the corrections department, which faces a December deadline to reduce overcrowding 
in prisons statewide by an additional 9,000 inmates as part of a federal court order to improve medical and 
mental health care. 

The department must file a plan with the federal courts by Thursday outlining what steps it will take to reduce 
the prison population by year's end. Corrections Secretary Jeffrey Beard has said the department still wants to 
bring home more than 8,400 inmates who currently are being housed in private prisons in other states. 

In response to the receiver's order Monday, corrections department spokesman Jeffrey Callison said, "To 
implement this policy directive would be a big undertaking, and we're reviewing it. " 

The department had been focused on trying to minimize the spread of the dust that carries the spores that cause 
Valley fever. 

"Ifthere are ways to reduce or prevent Valley fever, period, regardless of who the inmates are, that would 
probably be the best thing all around," Callison said. 

Steps include controlling dust measures during construction, giving surgical masks to inmates and employees 
who request them, and providing education materials to employees and inmates. The corrections department is 
installing air filters and is considering measures to cover up dusty areas and screen out more dust from entering 
prison buildings. 

Those efforts are not getting the job done, according to both the receiver and the nonprofit Prison Law Office 
that is asking a federal judge to intervene. 

The issue is part of a lawsuit filed more than a decade ago seeking to improve medical care in the state's 33 adult 
prisons. It surfaced again Monday after a doctor hired by the Jaw firms representing inmates filed a sworn 
declaration with the federal court saying the prisons should be shut down. 

"The governor has said the prison system isn't crowded and it's providing the finest health care that money can 
buy. Here's another example why that isn't true," said Don Specter, director of the Prison Law Office. "Prisoners 
are dying because they're in a toxic environment which causes serious illness and death on a regular basis. The 
department has known about this problem since about 2007 and has done virtually nothing." 

The federal judge overseeing the case has scheduled a court hearing on the matter for June. 

Valley fever is found most often in the southwestern United States, with about a quarter of the cases in 
California and more than 70 percent in Arizona, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The number of cases has risen over the years and topped 20,000 in 2011 , the CDC reported in December. 

In a sworn declaration, Dr. John Galgiani said the situation at the Pleasant Valley and Avenal prisons is a 
"public health emergency." Galgiani is a professor of medicine at the University of Arizona who founded a 
center where Valley fever is researched. 

The communities surrounding the prisons in the southern San Joaquin Valley have the highest rates of the 
disease in California, but Galgiani said the infection rates at both prisons are even higher than those. 

Warren George, an attorney with the Prison Law Office, said Valley fever was a contributing factor in 34 inmate 
deaths between 2006 and 2011. Since 2012, it has been a primary or secondary cause of nine inmate deaths. 

The receiver's office estimates the illnesses cost taxpayers more than $23 million a year to treat. 

Share: 
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FBI: Suspect in 1976 killings has LA-area roots 

National & Worl ew S. Korean resident: Ferr crew actions 'murderous' Photo 
Gallery) 
GILLIAN WONG, Associated Press: Apr 21, 2014 8:29 AM PDT: Apr 21, 2014 8:29 AM PDT 
South Korean President Park Geun-hye said Monday that the captain and some crew members of the sunken 
ferry committed "unforgivable, murderous behavior," while criticism of her own government's handling of the 
disaster grew . ..----

Entertainment ew Photos: Star si htin s Photo Galle 
WENN.com: Apr 21, 2014 8:22 AM PDT: Apr 21, 2014 8:22 AM PDT 

Local & Regional Stray bullet claims Vietnam veteran's life(Video) 
Mike Dinow, Eyewitness News: Apr 20, 2014 5:03 PM PDT: Apr 20, 2014 5:08 PM PDT 
A 65-year-old man is accidentally shot in the head while relaxing on a sofa. While the shooting happened in 
Fresno, the man's family in Bakersfield is also grieving. 

Technolog . · Space station gets Easter morning delivery(Video) 
MARCIA DUNN AP Aerospace Writer: Apr 20, 2014 9:16 AM PDT: Apr 20, 2014 3:11 PM PDT 
Space station astronauts got a special Easter treat: a cargo ship full of supplies. 

Entertain men New Lindsav Lohan savs on reali show she had miscarria 1e 
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Associated Press: Apr 21, 2014 7:50 AM PDT: Apr 21, 2014 7:50 AM PDT 
Lindsay Lohan says she suffered a miscarriage during the taping of her reality TV series. 

National & World (New)Boston Marathon begins under tight security(Photo Gallery) 
BOB SALSBERG, Associated Press: Apr 21, 2014 7:18 AM PDT : Apr 21, 2014 8:35 AM PDT 
The I 18th running of the Boston Marathon began under heavy security Monday morning, a year after the 
bombings near the race's finish line that killed three people and wounded more than 260 others. 

Local & Regional Easter treats delivered to pediatric patients (Video) 
Tammy Brown, BakersfieldNow.com: Apr 20, 2014 3:14 PM PDT: Apr 20, 2014 3:14 PM PDT 
Sick children and their families at Memorial Hospital's Lauren Small Children's Medical Center got a special 
visit Saturday from the Dewar's family, a name synonymous with ice cream and candy in Bakersfield and 
around the country. 

Technology NASA's space station Robonaut finally getting legs 
MARCIA DUNN AP Aerospace Writer: Apr 19, 2014 12:42 PM PDT: Apr 19, 2014 12:42 PM PDT 
Robonaut, the first out-of-this-world humanoid, is finally getting its space legs. 

National & World · (New)Teen OK after riding in wheel well of Calif-to-Hawaii jet 
OSKAR GARCIA, Associated Press: Apr 21, 2014 6:47 AM PDT: Apr 21 , 2014 8:36 AM PDT 
Officials say a 16-year-old boy is "lucky to be alive" and unharmed after flying from California to Hawaii. 
stowed away in a plane's wheel well, surviving cold temperatures at 38,000 feet and a lack of oxygen. 

Entertainmen New portrait unveiled for British queen's birthday 
Associated Press: Apr 20, 2014 4:04 PM PDT: Apr 20, 2014 4:04 PM PDT 
A portrait of Queen Elizabeth II by renowned British photographer David Bailey has been unveiled to mark the 
monarch's 88th birthday. · 

Health ar show raises monev for local children(Video) 
Mike Dinow: Apr 19, 2014 9:54 PM PDT: Apr 19, 2014 9:54 PM PDT 
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The "Cruisin For A Wish" frundraiser helps raise money for local children with life-threatening conditions. 
~ t 

Technology 5 features an Amazon phone might offer 
MAE ANDERSON AP Business Writer: Apr 18, 2014 11: 18 AM PDT : Apr 18, 2014 11: 18 AM PDT 
Rumors of an Amazon smartphone reached a fever pitch this week, with several tech blogs speculating that the 
device could be due out this year. 

National & World Boston race makes room for those affected by bombs(Photo Gallery) 
(Video) 
llMMY GOLEN AP Sports Writer: Apr 20, 2014 3:36 PM PDT: Apr 20, 2014 3:39 PM PDT 
The messages started arriving just hours after the bombings, pleading for an entry into the 2014 Boston 
Marathon. For months the calls and emails continued, runners begging for an opportunity to cross the finish line 
on Boylston Street and convinced it would ease at least some of their grief. 

Entertainmen Capt. America' tops box office for third week(Video) 
SANDY COHEN AP Entertainment Writer: Apr 20, 2014 3:18 PM PDT: Apr 20, 2014 3:18 PM PDT 
Captain America continues to vanquish box office foes, triumphing in ticket sales for the third consecutive week 
and dominating over megastar Johnny Depp's new movie. 

Local & Regional DUI prosecutor: 'We do need stiffe r laws for these offenders'(Video) 
Carol Ferguson, Eyewitness News: Apr 18, 2014 6:23 PM PDT: Apr 18, 2014 6:23 PM PDT 
The sentence for a local man responsible for a deadly drunk-driving accident drew a flood of frustration from 
the public. 
View Full Site 

Copyright 2014 
Sinclair Interactive Media. Some rights reserved. Sinclair Interactive Media is not responsible for the content of 
external internet sites. 

Powered by Broadcast Interactive Media. 
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Valley fever hospitalizations increase in 
Calif. 
Po•led: Sep 11. 2013 9:10 AM PDT 
Up<'.ated: Sep 25. 2013 9:10 AM POT 

FRESNO, Calif. (AP) - A new study published by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention shows the annual rate of hospitalizations for valley fever, a 
potentially lethal but often misdiagnosed disease, has doubled over the past 12 
years in Cal ifornia. 

A=rding to the study published Wednesday, the fever - which can be 
contracted by simply breathing fungus spores found in soil - has cost more than 
$2 billion in hospital charges 

While in most cases the fever results in no symptoms or causes mild to severe flu. 
like symptoms, in some cases the infection can spread to the brain, bones, skin , 
even eyes, leading to blindness, skin abscesses, lung failure , even death. 

In California, according to the CDC, valley fever cases rose from about 700 in 
1998 to more than 5,500 cases reported in 20 11 . 

The fever is prevalent in arid regions of the U.S., especially California and Arizona. 

Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not 
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Valley fever hospitalizations increase in Calif. - New York News 

-
Valley fever hospitalizations increase in 
Calif. 
F'<Js!ed: Sep t t, 2013 9:10 AM POT 
Updated: S.p 25, 2013 9: 10 AM POT 

FRESNO. Calif. (AP) - A new study published by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention shows the annual rate of hospitalizations for valley fever. a 
potentially lethal but often misdiagnosed disease, has doubled over the past 12 
years in California. 

According to the study published Wednesday, the fever - which can be 
contracted by simply breathing fungus spores found in soil - has cost more than 
$2 billion in hospital charges. 

\/Vhile in most cases the fever results in no symptoms or causes mild to severe flu­
like symptoms, in some cases the infection can spread to the brain, bones, skin, 
even eyes, leading to blindness, skin abscesses, lung failure, even death. 

In California, according to the CDC, valley fever cases rose from about 700 in 
1998 to more than 5,500 cases reported in 2011 . 

The fever is prevalent in arid regions of the U.S., especially California and Arizona. 

Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not 
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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EXHIBIT 7 



List from Medical Community and Consultants 

1. Imad Abumeri, M.D. F AANS, F ACS - Bakersfield Neuroscience & Spine Institute 
2. Pacific Orthopedic Medical Group 
3. Alpha Anders, MD 
4. Atul Aggarwal, M.D. - Atul Aggarwal M.D. Cardiology Clinic 
5. Gene Anderson, M.D. - Mohawk Medical & Associates 
6. Bernadette Bawar, RN, CNOR, RNFA- Mercy Hospital 
7. Sharon D. Bush 
8. William E. Bush 
9. Javier Bustamante, M.D. - Bustamante Pediatrics & Adolescents 
10. Mrs. Patricia Ann Campbell 
11. P. R. Chandrasekaran, M.D. - Dignity Health/Mercy Hospitals 
12. Matthew Malerich, M.D. - Dignity Health/Mercy Hospitals 
13. Charles Wong, D.O. - Dignity Health/Mercy Hospitals 
14. George Wahba, M.D. - Dignity Health/Mercy Hospitals 
15. Kent Child, M.D. - Kern Radiology Medical Group 
16. Morgan Clayton - Tel-Tee Security Systems, Inc. 
17. Luis Cousin, M.D. - Premier Family Practice Associates 
18. Michaela Ginn, M.D. - Premier Family Practice Associates 
19. Hemmal Kothary, M.D. - Premier Family Practice Associates 
20. Mary Milkie-Andrews, MD - Premier Family Practice Associates 
21. Albert Peinado, M.D. - Premier Family Practice Associates 
22. Wendy Crenshaw, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
23. Noel Del Mundo, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
24. Dana Edwards, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
25 . Sonia Ghai, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
26. Gregory Klis, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
27. James Tsai, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
28. Jigisha Upadhyaya, M.D. - San Dimas Medical Group, Inc. 
29. William F. DiNicola, M.D. 
30. Enriquez, M.D. - Surgeon at Mercy Hospital 
31 . William Farr, M.D. - Orthopedic Surgeon at Mercy Hospital 
32. David and Catherine Gay 
33. Physician - Premier Anesthesiology Group 
34. Bruce Joseph, M.D. - Mercy Hospital 
35. David Kanamori, M.D. - Comprehensive Blood & Cancer Center 
36. Richard Ng, M.D. , F ACP - Comprehensive Blood & Cancer Center 
37. Ravi Patel, M.D., FACP - Comprehensive Blood & Cancer Center 
38. Shawn Shambaugh, M.D. - Comprehensive Blood & Cancer Center 
39. Sujie Tang, M.D. - Comprehensive Blood & Cancer Center 
40. See-Ruern Kitt, M.D. - Mercy Hospital 
41 . Victor V. Kitt, M.D. - Mercy Hospital 
42. Anil Mehta, M.D. - Anil Mehta, M.D., Inc. 
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43. · Surgeon - Mercy Hospital 
44 . Richard O'Reilly, M.D. - Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield 
45. R. Mark Root, D.O. (Chief Medical Officer) - Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield 
46. Jared Salvo, D.O., MS, F ACC - Souther California Cardiac Electrophysiology 
4 7. Sandra V. Serrano - Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield 
48. Robert Severs, President & CEO - GemCare Mercy Memorial Health Systems 
49. Surgeon - Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield 
50. Bruce C. Stone, D.O. - URS - Urological Surgery 
51. Edward W. Taylor, M.D. 
52. Anthony A. Valdez, M.D. 
53 . Michelle L. Remmes, M.D. 
54. Michelle L. Valdez, M.D. 
55. Jonathan C. Weeks, M.D. 
56. Agnes Y. Wu, M.D. - AW Pathology Medical Group, Inc. 
57. Lei Zhang, M.D. 
58. . The Doctors at Premier Anesthesia Medical Group 
59. Shakti Srivastava, M.D. - Central California Hospitalists 
60. Edward R. Paine - California Ivy League Preparatory Academy 
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Bakersfield Neuroscience & Spine Institute 

M. Rahimifar, MD 
M.Sc. , FRCSC, FACSJ 
Neurological Surgeon, 
Adulr and Pediatric.1· 

0. Leramo, MD 
FRCSC, FACS, FICS 
Neurological Surgeon, 
Adult and Pediatrics 

I. Abumeri, MD 
FAANS,FACS 
Neurological Surgeon, 
Adult and Pediatrics 

David R. Field, MD, MPH 
Occupational Medicine 

H. Salehi, MD 
Electrodiagnostics 

A.Mehdi, MD 
Electrodiagnostics 

K. Saremi, MD 
Neurodiagnostics, 
Movement Disorder Specialist 

Weiss Moshref, PA-C 

Lisa Mendez, P A-C 

Neurosurgery and Neurology of Brain, Spine and Nerves 

24 April 2014 

Gentleman and Honorable Board Members: 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

As a Neurosurgeon at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned 
about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. 
The proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 
88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor 
which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as 
great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The 
proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the hospital main 
parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be 
removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting 
free from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at 
over 100 miles per hour will create noise, vibrations and disruptions to 
surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delectate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that 
will be adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other 
surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical 
systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of 
patients in the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The 
continuous running of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for 
these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart 
conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely 
impacted by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care 
Hospital (LTACH) and an impatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those 
that have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for 
long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients 
are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation and 

2601 Oswell Street, Suite 101 
Bakersfield, CA 93306 

661 -872-9999 or Fax 66 1-872-9988 



surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains 
running continually past the hospital, but also during the construction 
phase of this project. There will be tremendous impact from demolition of 
buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted 
for at this time. There will also be significant construction noise, 
vibrations, ect. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting 
structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they 
promised to do, nor have they developed any mitigation plans for the 
impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well-being of 
the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the 
plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these 
issues will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and 
mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy 
Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to 
ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, 
and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

JA~ 
lmad Abumeri, M.D. FAANS, FACS 
IA: k 
DT: 04/24/2014 
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Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members : 

As a l1 C)£t\!Jo {led lC °7\J\1~ nVJ at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I 
am concerned about the impact of the calJomia High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 
proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 
Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just 
as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building 
behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also i~pacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the Jong-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The-types of . 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 



will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will ~e threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

) 0 I ~-\\>---Sincerely,~J bvv/' ~~~f ~ ~ 
~ .. --



Chaim1an Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1 770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chainnan Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Alpha Anders, MD 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 

California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 

perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 

the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 

Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 

proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 

hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disrnptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT A CH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of thi s project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures . 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

s~/~~ 
Alpha Anders, MD 



Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a ~ /\A.IJ/~ at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I 
am cone= of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 
proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 

Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just 
as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building 
behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 



will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of !the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital wiil be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



Mohawk Medical & Associates 
9908 Brimhall Rd., Suite 101 
Bakersfield, CA 93312 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a Of f 7l ClQ, '{\ (' /\ Cl\(.\f- at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I 
am concerned about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 
proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 
Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just 
as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building 
behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 



\ 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the Jhospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened b~ the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



•1 

Bernadette Bawar, RNFA, BSN 
Mercy Hospital 

Chainnan Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1 770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chainnan Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Registered Nurse First Assistant at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 

impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 

comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 

level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 

Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 

unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 

hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 

be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open thi s summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tenn impacts of the trains running continually past the 

ho pital , but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 

safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 

of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 

the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 

the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

B~r,~NOR, RNFA 
Mercy Hospital 

Coordinator, Surgery Department 



Sharon D. Bush 
2202 Brighton Park Drive 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Foundation Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 
level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

I am a retired surgical nurse, who worked in the operating room at this location and know that 
delicate surgical procedures require a setting free from noise and from disruptions. Trains 
moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions 
to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely impacted by 
vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes and 
minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 



hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~fr~ 
Sharon D. Bush 

April 23, 2014 



William E. Bush 
2202 Brighton Park Drive 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~ *'{,-,23--1"/ 
William E Bush 
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Chainnan Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Chainnan Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Ran Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members : 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact 
of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, 
reaches the level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating 
Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as 
great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office 
building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise 
and from disruptions . Trains moving past the hospital at over I 00 miles per hour will 
create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing 
extremely delicate brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the 
OR 's that will be adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other 



surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be 
also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the 
Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at 
high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most 
sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are 
monitored for heat1 conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely 
impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital 
(LTACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT A CH patients are those that have medical 
conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes 
many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily 
impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tenn impacts of the trains running continually 
past the hospital , but also during the construction phases of this project. There will 
tremendous impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent 
prope1iies. The types of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and 
unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, 
etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, 
nor have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. 
The health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by 
the imposition of the plan as it cun-ently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing 
these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the 
impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to 
consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Javier Bustamante, MD 



Mrs. Patricia Campbell 
1004 Halterio Court 

Bakersfield1 CA 93309 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As Chairman of the Friends of Mercy Foundation Board_at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am 
concerned about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 
proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 
Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just 
as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building 
behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 



hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (L TACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

9 c::if-MLlir 
, ~., , . ~ ) t I 
l {}:fiV1 ---D __ , ./. 

Patricia Ann Campbell 

661 397-9119 
patdurandocampbell@gmail .com 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl\a Mercy Hospitals 

April 22, 2014 

Orthopedic, Spine, and Hand Center 
400 Old River Road 
Bakersfield, Ca 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As an Orthopedic Surgeon at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl\a Mercy Hospitals 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do; nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



... 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a /,{'IJIC!fh at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of~ California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 
level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medi~al office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains . 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 

an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the BIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 

the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



Quality in Security, Quality in Service 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Oversight 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA 

Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact 
of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, 
reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating 
Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as 
great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office 
building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. . 
As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise 
and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will 
create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing 
extremely delicate brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the 
OR's that will be adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other 
surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be 
also impacted. 
The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the 
Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at 
high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most 
sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are 
monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely 
impact by the trains. 
Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital 
(LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical 
conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes 
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many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily 
impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 
There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually 
past the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will 
tremendous impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent 
properties. The types of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and 
unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, 
etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 
The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, 
nor have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. 
The health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by 
the imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing 
these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the 
impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to 
consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

:itlly, 
Morgan Clayton 
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Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a concerned physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (L TACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

Mary Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 
(66 1) 327-1 431 

Luis A. Cousin, M.D. 
(661) 327- 1431 

Michaela Ginn, M.D. 
(66 1)327-143 1 

Hemmal Kothary, M.D. 
(66 1) 327- 143 l 

Albert Peinado, M.D. 
(661) 327- 1431 



The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Luis Cousin, MD 
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April 23, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn . Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Sz.abo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey A venue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 
Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 
miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 
the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running 
of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 
floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 
have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care 
Hospital (LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that 
have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~~· · 
Wendy Crenshaw, M.D. \ 
San Dimas Medical Group 
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April 23, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Sp<?ed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 
Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over I 00 
miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR' s that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 
the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running 
of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 

floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 
have their care adversely impact by-the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care 
Hospital (LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that 
have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

No Del Mundo, M.D. 
San Dimas Medical Group 



William F. Di Nicola M. D. 

300 Old River Road #125 

Bakersfield Ca. 93311 

661-663-3122 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. · 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the. hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
l!nit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 



' .. ~ 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (L TACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months . Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

William F. DiNicola M.D. 
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April 23, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 
Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over I 00 
miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 
the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running 
of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 
floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 

have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care 
Hospital (LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that 
have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

4~ 
Dana Edwards, M.D. 
San Dimas Medical Group 



Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a sd fL<O C t0 b.Jat Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 
level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



• 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
. hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently -stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a .J0'rY10 ~pd\ c < °1 U~ on at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I 
am concerned about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 

proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 

Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just 
as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building 

behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over I 00 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 



will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they 1developed any mitigation plans for the impact df the trains on the hospital. · The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital ~ill be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 



DaVId and Catherine 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Post Oflice Box 22766 • Bakersfield, California 93390 • (66 1) 665-0800 



Two other units slated to open thi~ summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. L TACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

A~ 
Catherine Gay 
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April 23, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn . Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 
Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 
miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 

the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running 

of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 

floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 

have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care 

Hospital (LTACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that 

have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Soniae.M.D. 



-r/5) PREMIER F AMIL 
g / tp11~cllcfjfipmc1~ler 
~ 9500 Stockdale Hwy. • Suite 200, 201 

Bakersfield, California 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members : 

As a concerned physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 

the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital , only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 

Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR' s that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital , but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

Mary Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 
(661 ) 327-1431 

Luis A. Cousin, M.D. 
(661 ) 327-1431 

Michaela Ginn, M.D. 
(66 1) 327- 1431 

Hemmal Kothary, M.D. 
(661) 327-143 1 

Albert Peinado, M.D. 
(66 1) 327-1431 



The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 



?yi-et'-0 1-e,r- An.es+he3id.0Jj G~ 
"=3 ~ oo Q l St ~-t ( ~ + I 5: v-l fe_ ~ <::> \ 

0c.~W r~ Cls~o\ 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Raihoad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

,'\'l .... l 
As a }-it\~s1c,.,~ at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the C lifornia High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 
level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 

Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 

be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods oftime, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the BIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



~ Dignity Health. 
"" Mercy Hospita ls 

April 22 , 2014 

Orthopedic, Spine, and Hand Center 
400 Old River Road 
Bakersfield, Ca 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As an Orthopedic Surgeon at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield , 1 am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital , only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 

clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions . Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted . 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 



~ Dignity Health. 
&I\, Mercy Hospitals 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise. vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 

safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 

the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 

of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 

the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 

the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Hsu, M.D. 



looo\ - -::!:, "'~" ~~ / ~LA.-(-k.... .;/~ o 
~~~/ o~ Gt~3o4 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authori ty 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a ~~~'-~~\V-. at Mercy Hospital ofBakersfield, I am concerned about tl1e 
impact of the Cahi rnia High peed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 

comes perilously close to the hospital, onJy 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 

level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 

Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 

unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 

hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 

be removed to. clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains . Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

. them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains rmming at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tenn impacts of the trains rnnning continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent prope1iies. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods arc unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting strnctures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 

of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. 1 urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 
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April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
clo Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 

B r< :1 >1 ( ·,.n ter 
l'.: !cr II .\,lq r;r 11 \I I 1 
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Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

RE: HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield , I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level 
of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to 
the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital 
must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate 
brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be 
adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 
microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in 
a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

UCLA A ffiliated Medirnl Center · Websit e: wnw.cbcc usa. co m 
6S01 Truxtun Awnul' · Bakersfield , CA 93309 · (66 1) 322-2206 · FAX (661 ) 322-702 7 
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Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) 
and an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that 
require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient 
Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 
procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed 
past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past 
the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous 
impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types 
of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. 
There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of 
the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The 
health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 
imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 
will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 
rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make 
an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 
I / ' 

/ e­
l 

David Kanamori, M.D. 
DK/did 

UCLA Affiliated Metlirnl Center · Website: www.cbccusa.com 
6501 Truxtun Avenue · Bakersfield, CA 93309 · (661) 322-2206 · FAX (661) 322-7027 
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Chainnan Dan Richard and 
Honorable Boord Memh~rs. 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
t 770 "L'' Street, Suite 800 
Sacram<:nto, CA 95814 

Attn. Murk McL<>ughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorabl~ Board Mcmb¢rs 

Surfuce Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

R~: High Speed Rail Pr(lject 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 

(661) :US·l448 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administn.ttor 
c/o Mr. David Yl! lenstcin 
Federnl Railroad Administn1tion 
MS-20, W38·303 
1200 New Jel'l)ey Avenue~ SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmi~l 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Plm;e:, N. W. 
W11.5hington, DC 20503 

Gcntl~men and llonorabk Board Members: 

Ase. physician ut Mercy Ho~pital ofRakersficld, I am conc.:t:rned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rall project on the hospital . Thtl proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the ho~pltul, onlv 88 feet away, und as an elevated train, reaches the lev~l of 
the 41

h floor which contains the Intensive Care Urtit, our Operating Rooms, und our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the lloon; below this level will be just ns grcnt given the unncccptab1y close 
pn.11dmity of the train tracks. The proposed alignm~l'lt comes so clnsc to th~ hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office bllil<ling behind the hospital must be removed lo 
clear the path. 

As you c~n imagine, doing delicute surgical procedures T'llquires u setting free from noi~e and 
ti-um disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over t 00 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disn.iplivn:;; to iiurgi~al procedure~. Nt::uro~nirgeons doing exlreml!I y delicate brain 
procedures usc microscopes suspended from tho ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations product::tl by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

TI1c noi~e and vibrations will also have an impact on ·the condition of patients in the intensive 
c .. r~ Unil wh(.1 may be just clinging lo life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create n poor scenario for these patients who tequirc the mosL sophisticated care we render in ii 

hospitaL Patients on the Telemetry floors who arc m'onitore<l for heart conditions and othc;:r 
serious conditicm .... will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 
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Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 

an inpalient Crm°"--r unit. LTACH patients arc th,)se that have medical conditions th.at r~uire 
them to he on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cance-r 
patients arc fighting for their lives w1dcrgoing chemotherapy, rndiation, und surgical procedures. 
Both <Jf these units will be heavily impacted hy the t.rains running at high speed past che hospital. 
There is al~o concern not only for the long-term impacti; of the traiM running continually past the 
ho~pitul, but also during the construction pha~es of this }'lr(.)jt:t;t. There will tremcndou~ impact 
from dtm1olition of buildings on our property 9.~ well as adjacent properties. The types or 
demuliliun und site prcpardtion method~ are unknown und unaccounted. for at this lime. There 
will also be !lignificant cm1structiou noise~ vibrations, clc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

TI1c Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vihration scuui~o.: they promised to do, nor 
have they developed nny tTiitigation plan:s for the impact of the trains on the hospital. 'l'he h~nllh, 
sufety, and well-being of the patients of M~n;y Hospital will be thrcatenoo by the imposition of 
the plan as it curre11tly stands. Adopting the F.lR without a.<.l<lrc:ssing thel;i: issues will b~ u failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to srudy and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will heivi, on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. 1 urge you to consider this carefully and make an eff011 to ensure 
th~ project docs nut impact Mercy Hospital and tht' health, safety, and well-bc1ng of its patient~. 

Sincerely, 

See-Rucm Kltt, MD 
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Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Victor V. Kitt, M D 
Otolaryngologist 

270116th St., Suite A 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 

(661) 322-1258 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. In addition, the proposed rail route will impact my office practice. My office is 
located in direct line with the proposed rail route. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 



hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains . 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 
There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital , but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Victor V. Kitt, MD 
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April 23 , 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 
Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 
miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 

the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running 

of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 

floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 

have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care 

Hospital (LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that 

have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sinlt~ 
Gregory Klis, M.D. 
San Dimas Medical Group 



Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a concerned physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

Mary Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 
(661) 327-1431 

Luis A. Cousin, M.D. 
(661) 327-1431 

Michaela Ginn, M.D. 
(661 ) 327-143 f 

Hemmal Kothary, M.D. 
(661) 327-1431 

Albert Peinado, M.D. 
(661) 327-143 1 



The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl\I Mercy Hospitals 

April 22, 2014 

Orthopedic, Spine, and Hand Center 
400 Old River Road 
Bakersfield, Ca 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As an Orthopedic Surgeon at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 

Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains . 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl\a Mercy Hospitals 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Malerich, M.D. 
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April 22, 20 14 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 " L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

ANIL MEHTA, M.D. INC. 
GASTROENTEROLOGY 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

PHONE : (661) 322·8466 
FAX: (661) 322-5902 

As a Physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the California High Speed 

Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet 

away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 

Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given 

the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks . The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that 

the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the 

path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and from disruptions. 

Trains moving past the hospital at over I 00 miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to 

surgical procedures . Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use microscopes suspended 

from the ceilings of the OR · s that will be adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains . Other 

surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. I am a 

Gastroentero logist and we perfom1 very delicate procedures trying to canulate very tiny openings in the bile 

duct and pancreatic duct. Any noise or vibration will adversely impact our ability to work on these patients. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive Care Unit who 

may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these 

patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who 

are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the 

trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and an inpatient 

Cancer unit . LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for 

long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 

DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF INTERNAL MEDICINE 

DIPLOMATE BOARD OF GASTROENTEROLOGY 



chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavil y impacted by the trains 

running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tern1 impacts of the trains running continually past the hospital , but 

also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from demolition of buildings 

on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site preparation methods are 

unknown and unaccounted for at thi s time. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc . 

during actual construction of the tracks and suppo11ing structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do , nor have they 

developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well-being of 

the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting 

the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate 

the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and 

make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its 

patients. 

Sincerely, 

Anil Mehta , MD 

Gastroenterologist 

Street Address• Address 2 • Phone: 555.555.0125 •E-mail address 



Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a concerned physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

Mary Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 
(661) 327-1431 

Luis A. Cousin, M.D. 
(661) 327-1 431 

Michaela Ginn, M.D. 
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(661) 327- 143 1 
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(66 1) 327-1431 



The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~~~, Jv0 
Mary Milkie-Andrews, MD 
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April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn . Mark Mcloughlin 

l11H•gra t i1 e 1\h'c.li l· i11t• 
l\.a l1:111 < iadua 111. \JI) 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 

Breast ( ent "r 
l'.:1,·1 11 \ , h1 1a 11 Mil 
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Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington , DC 20423 

Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

RE: HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield , I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level 
of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to 
the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital 
must be removed to clear the path . 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate 
brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be 
adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 
microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in 
a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

UCLA Ajjiliateil Meilical Center · Wchsitc: www.cbccusa.com 
6501 Truxtun Avenue · Bakersfield , CA 93309 · (661) 322-2206 · FAX (661 ) 322-702 7 

1310 Las Tablas Road, Suite 204 · Templeton CA 93465 · (805) 434-0333 ·FAX (805) 434-0893 
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Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (L TACH) 
and an inpatient Cancer unit. L TACH patients are those that have medical conditions that 
require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient 
Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 
procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed 
past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past 
the hospital , but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous 
impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types 
of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. 
There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of 
the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The 
health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 
imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 
will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 
rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make 
an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients . 

Sincerely, 

/(t~ t cu cl {j 
Richard Ng, M:r>-:,-F.ACP- ­
RN/dld 

UCLA Affiliated Medical Center · Website: www.cbccusa.com 
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Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a <;J.r~(' a-:;= at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of th California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 
comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 
level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 

Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 

be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 



Richard O'Reilly, MD 
2510 Twickenham Cou1i 
Bakersfield, CA 9331 I 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn . Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W3 8-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place,· N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 

California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 

perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 

the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 

Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 

proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 

hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 

clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains . Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains . 



Two other units slated to open th is summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 

an inpatient Cancer uni t. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months . Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains runnihg at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tenn impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital , but also during the construction phases of thi s proj ect. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at thi s time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 

safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 

the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
"' . 

of the obligation of the Authority to study anEI mi ti.gate-the· impact high-sp~ed raoiKvi-111 ave· on - _,,,,,,. 
. ~ .____., .. "--' ~~ 

the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge 'you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 

the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients . 

Sincerely, 

L~illy,MD 
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April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 
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Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
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Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

RE: HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train , reaches the level 
of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks . The proposed alignment comes so close to 
the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital 
must be removed to clear the path . 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate 
brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be 
adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 
microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted . 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in 
a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 
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Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (L TACH) 
and an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that 
require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient 
Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 
procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed 
past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past 
the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous 
impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types 
of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. 
There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of 
the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The 
health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 
imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 
will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 
rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make 
an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~lcvd 
Ravi Patel, M.D. , FACP 
Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine, UCLA 
RP/did 

UCLA Affiliated Medical Center · Website: www.cbccusa.com 
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1310 Las Tablas Road, Suite 204 ·Templeton CA 93465 · (805) 434-0333 ·FAX (805) 434-0893 
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Bakersfield, California 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a concerned physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR' s that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

Mary Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 
(661) 327-1431 

Luis A. Cousin, M.D. 
(661) 327- 143 1 

Michaela Ginn, M.D. 
(66 1) 327- 1431 

Hemmal Kothary, M.D. 
(66 1) 327-1 43 1 

Albert Peinado, M.D. 
(66 1) 327-1 431 



The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Albert Peinado, MD 
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Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

am concerned bout the impact of California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 

proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 

elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 

Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just 

as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 

comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building 
behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains . 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 



will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 

safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



Jared M. Salvo, DO, MS, FACC 

Clinical Cardiac Electrophy1iology 

•nd Cardiology 

5343 Truxtun Ave. 

Bilker~field, CA 93309 

Tel ~ (661) 861-7938 

Fa:i:(661) 861-7939 

www.socalcarrllac.com 

ilJOOl/00 2 

Specializing in Heart Rhythm Management 

Southern California 
Cardiac Electrophysiology 

April 21. 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
Administration 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Oversight 
Surface Transportation Board 
Quality 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad 

MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA 

Council on Environmental 

722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact 
of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail 
alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 
Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the 
train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that lhe 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be 
removed to clear the path. 
A~ ypu ~ imflgi1w, dqin~ deHc1.1te Sltfgi~fl]. proceqQfes requires a setting free from 
noise anq· frqrp qisr:uptipn~, Tr~ins mpv~g past thr qospital at over 100 miles per 
hour will crellte no~se, vihrlltions, ~9 qisruptions io surgical procedures. . 
NeurQsurgeqns doing e;ictremely tteHc~f~ btajn procedures use microscopes 
suspended from the ceilings ofthe ·oR;s that will be adversely impacted by 
vibrations produced by :these trains~ Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invac;ive optical systems will be also impacted. 
The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the 
Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of 
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trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require the 
most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors 
who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will have their 
care adversely impact by the trains. 
Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital 
(LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have 
medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, 
sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives 
undergoing chemotherapy, radiation. and surgical procedures. Both of these units 
will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 
There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running 
continually past the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. 
There will tremendous impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well 
as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site preparation methods are 
unknown and unaccounted fot at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and 
supporting structures. 
The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised 
to do, nor have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on 
the hospital. The health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital 
will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the 
EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients 
of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to 
ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Jared Salvo, DO, MS, JIACC 
Southern California Cardiac Electrophysiology 



Sandra V Serrano 
2005 Three Bridges Way 
Bakersfield, California 93311 

April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenste in 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a Board Member at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, and moreover, as a former patient of 

Mercy Hospital who was treated for serious injuries as the result of an auto accident due to a 

wrong-way driver, I am concerned about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on 

Mercy Hospital, Bakersfield. My concerns are notwithstanding my support of the HSR project. 

The proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away. 

Furthermore, as an elevated train, it reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the 

Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. Additionally, the impact on 

the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the 

train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the hospital's main 

parking lot and medical office building located behind the hospital building must be removed to 

clear the path of travel. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons performing delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the operating rooms that will be 



adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 

microscopes and min imally invasive optical systems will be also impacted . 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in 

a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the tra ins. Undoubtedly, you would 

not want yourself or your family admitted to a hospital confronted with these adverse 

conditions. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 

an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 

procedures. Both of these units will be harmfully impacted by the tra ins running at high speed 

past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term effects of the trains running continually past 

the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will be tremendous 

effect from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time, and 

thus worrisome. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, and other 

disturbances during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospita l. The 

health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 

imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 

will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 

rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and take 

the steps necessary to ensure the HSR project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, 

safety, and well-being of its patients and our community. 

Sincerely, 

~~J.iA.~ 4- (Jv-.J_ruu~ 
Sandra V. Serrano 
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April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Oreezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As Vice Chairman of the Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield Foundation Board and as President 
and CEO of its affiliated Health System, GEMCare Mercy Memorial Health System, I am 
concerned about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The 
proposed rail alignment comes perilous!~ close to the hospital, only 88 feet away. and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 41 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our 
Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be 
just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed 
alignment comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking Jot and medical office 
building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate 
brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be 
adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 
microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) 
and an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients arc those that have medical conditions that 
require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient 
Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 
procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed 
past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past 
the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous 
impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types 
of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. 
There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of 
the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The 
health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 
imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 
will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 
rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make 
an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

'2M/~ 
Robert Severs 
President and CEO 

Dr. V'mcenl Phillips. Chelrmsn 

Bruce Peters. CFO 

Jon Van Boening, Secr&tary 

Dr. Jorge Del Toro. Board Member 

Dr. David Dougherty, Board Member 

Scott CarsweY. Boald Member 

Robert S&V&rs, PresidenV CEO 
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April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Int egrat ive M edkin ~ 

kah:-t11 l 1lld thm1 f\.! IJ 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20 1 W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
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l'c tcr l l :\ , h1 1<111 1\·lll 

1\lind - Bn1h ,\Jedi c in e 
'\;ai 11 a l 'at cl \ 'I I ) 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

RE: HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level 
of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
l(Aacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to 
the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital 
must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate 
brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be 
adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 
microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in 
a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry f~oors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

UCLA Afjiliated fl.Jedirnl Center · W(•bsitc: www.cbcrnsa.com 
6501 T ruxtun Avenue · Baktrslicld , CA 93309 · (661) 322-2206 · FAX (661) 322-7027 
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Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) 
and an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that 
require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient 
Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 
procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed 
past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past 
the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous 
impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types 
of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. 
There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of 
the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The 
health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 
imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 
will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 
rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make 
an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Shawn Shambaugh, M.D. 
SS/did 

UCLA Ajfilialed Medical Ce11/a · Website: www.cbccusa.com 
6501 Truxlun Avenue · Bakersfield , CA 93309 · (661) 322-2206 · FAX (661 ) 322-7027 

1310 Las Tablas Road , Suite 204 · Templeton CA 93465 · (805) 434-0333 · FAX (805) 434_-0893 
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Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a _.:=::?::J:::::!:::::::l~~~~:---- at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High ed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment 

comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the 
level of the 4~ floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 

unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 

be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (L TACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
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BRUCE C. STONE, D. 0 . 
Diplomate, American Board of Urology 

1902 B Street, Suite B 

Bakersfield, California 93301 
661 631 5686 Fax 661 631 5683 

24 April 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

I am a urologist who has been practicing my specialty in Bakersfield since 1987. I just 
completed serving the medical staff at Mercy Hospital in downtown Bakersfield, California, as 
the immediate past Chief of Staff for two years and before that for two years the Chief of Staff. I 
still serve on the Medical Executive Committee as an adjunct mem.ber. I have been aware and 
hearing all along of the concerns of this medical staff and administration in reference to the close 
route of the proposed high speed rail train that is routed only 30 yards from the south side of this 
hospital and elevated to be at the same level as our surgery suite and ICU. It was my 
understanding that an environmental study was looking at potential problems associated with this 
plan, but now come to realize, our concerns have been totally ignored! It doesn't take much 
thought to realize that the passing of a high speed train so close to a critical care medical facility 
could cause some dangerous and unacceptable problems. To ignore these facts raises doubt on 
the true motive, honor and compassion of those who are unwilling to address our concerns and 
needs. You only have to think of yourself or a loved-one lying on the operating table during a 

delicate surgery, or in the middle of a code blue in the ICU or emergency department just below 

on ground level (also on the south side of the building only 30 yards away), and the swoosh of 

high speed and, the potential vibrations of a passing train, and you can perhaps ha~e a small 
glimpse of the damage this may bring to our hospital and patient population. 



I must respectfully request and even demand that this problem be addressed and carefully 
studied . I wonder why we have not sought out help, advice and consultation from the 
professionals of other nations who have much experience in developing this mode of 
transportation. We only have one chance to get it right! Please do not push this project forward 
without an in-depth look at this plan and the concerns of this medical staff, administration and 
patient population of downtown Bakersfield! 

Sin~ cl~ t:() 
Bruce C Stone, D.O. 



CBCC 
Comprehensive Blood & Cancer Center 
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April 22, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
clo Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington , DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
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Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington , DC 20503 

RE: HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level 
of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our 
Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptat>ly close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to 
the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital 
must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate 
brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be 
adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same 
microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life . The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in 
a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

UCL r-1 Ajfiliated !Hedirnl Ce11/L'r · Wr hsi tc : WW\\ .chccusa .com 
6501 Truxton Avc nu t· · Bakt•rs ficltl , CA 93311') · (Mil ) 322-22116 · FAX (661) 322-702 7 
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Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) 
and an inpatient Cancer unit. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that 
require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient 
Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical 
procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed 
past the hospital . 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past 
the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous 
impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types 
of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. 
There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of 
the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The 
health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the 
imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues 
will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed 
rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make 
an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well­
being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Sujie Tang, M.D. 
ST/did 

UCLA Affiliated Medical Center · Website: www.cbccusa.com 
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Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 

395 E Street, SW 722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20423 Washington, DC 20503 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

3838 San Dimas Street, Suite B-231, Bakersfield, CA 93301 661.665.0505 Fax 661.665.7844 



Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There wiJI tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Edward W. Taylor, M.D. 



Anthony A. Valdez, M.D. 

Michelle L. Valdez, M.D. 

3807 Union Ave., Suite B 

Bakersfield, CA. 93305 

(661-324-2423) 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 

hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 

clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 



\ 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR 's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

~~aid~ 
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April 23 , 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 

Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact. on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over I 00 

miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 
the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life . The continuous running 

of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 

floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 

have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care 

Hospital (LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that 

have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units wi ll be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

;~i·~:~.r.~Iy, 
£ --

~ 
James Tsai, M.D. 
San Dimas Medical Group 
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April 23 , 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the 
impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed 
rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an 
elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care 

Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of 
the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking Jot and medical office building behind the hospital must 

be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free 
from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 

miles per hour will create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical 
procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain procedures use 
microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these 
same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in 
the Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running 

of trains at high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require 

the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry 

floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will 

have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care 

Hospital (LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that 

have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 



time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the 
trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the Jong-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact from 
demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site 
preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant 
construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor have they 
developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it currently 
stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the 
Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. 
urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

igisha Upadhyaya, M.D. 
San Dimas Medical Group 



Anthony A. Valdez, M.D. 

Michelle L. Valdez, M.D. 

3807 Union Ave., Suite 8 

Bakersfield, CA. 93305 

(661-324-2423) 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of the 
California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 

proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 

hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 

clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions . Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
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procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR 's that will be adversel y 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. L TACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 

the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 

the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl\a Mercy Hospitals 

April 22, 2014 

Orthopedic, Spine, and Hand Center 
400 Old River Road 
Bakersfield, Ca 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As an Orthopedic Surgeon at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over l 00 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR' s that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains . 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl\I Mercy Hospitals 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 



Jonathan C. Weeks, M.D. 
Jonathan C. Weeks, M.D., Inc 
6077 Coffee Road, Suite 4, PMB 55 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

April 21, 2014 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Oversight 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA 

Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As an operating room physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about 
the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail 
alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated 
train, reaches the level of the 4th floor that contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating 
Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as 
great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment 
comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office 
building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise 
and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will 
create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing 
extremely delicate brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the 
OR's that will be adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other 
surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be 
also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the 
Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at 
high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most 



sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are 
monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely 
impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital 
(LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical 
conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes 
many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. The trains running at high speed past 
the hospital will heavily impact both of these units. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually 
past the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will 
tremendous impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent 
properties. The types of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and 
unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, 
etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, 
nor have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. 
The health, safety, and well being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by 
the imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing 
the~e i~~ue~ will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the 
impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to 
consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well being ofits patients. 

Sincerely, 



~ Dignity Health. 
Cl'- Mercy Hospitals 

April 22, 2014 

Orthopedic, Spine, and Hand Center 
400 Old River Road 
Bakersfield, Ca 93311 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As an Orthopedic Surgeon at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about the impact of 
the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 
perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 
the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 
proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 
hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 
clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 
vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 
impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 
and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 



~ Dignity Health, 
Cl\a Mercy Hospitals 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 
the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 



AW Pathology Medical Group, Inc. 

1700 C Street, Bakerfield, CA 93301, 661-325-2640 

Agnes Y. Wu, M.D., Director 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark McLaughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a m~.d.i.G~J. Jhrn9.t.9.L9.fJh~J~.b.9.rnt.9JY at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I am concerned about 
the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail 
alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, 
reaches the level of the 4111 floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, 

and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the 
unacceptably close proximity of the train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the 
hospital that the hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must 
be removed to clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 
from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 

procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR' s that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 



' 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 
Care Unit who may be just clinging to life . The continuous running of trains at high speed will 
create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 
hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 
serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital (LT ACH) and 
an inpatient Cancer unit. LT ACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 

them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 
patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 
Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tenn impacts of the trains running continually past the 
hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 
from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties. The types of 
demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 
will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 
and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 
have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 
safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 
the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 
of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 

the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 
the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

ff~ lj /. !) 
~,(_ (/ , ' l/LJ~h1.{J 
Aft{es Y. Wu, M.D. 



Chainnan Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn . Mark Mcloughlin 

Chainnan Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Lei Zhang, M D 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
clo Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a physician at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, 1 am concerned about the impact of the 

California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. The proposed rail alignment comes 

perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, reaches the level of 

the 4th floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 

Unit. The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close 

proximity of the train tracks . The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the 

hospitals main parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to 

clear the path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise and 

from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour will create noise, 

vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely 

impacted by vibrations produced by these trains . Other surgeons using these same microscopes 

and minimally invasive optical systems will be also impacted. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive 

Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will 

create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a 

hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are monitored for heart conditions and other 

serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 



Two other units slated to open thi s summer are a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and 

an inpatient Cancer uni t. LTACH patients are those that have medical conditions that require 
them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer 

patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. 

Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-tenn impacts of the trains running continually past the 

hospital , but also during the construction phases of this project. There will tremendous impact 

from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent properties . The types of 

demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and unaccounted for at this time. There 

will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual construction of the tracks 

and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, nor 

have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, 

safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of 

the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing these issues will be a failure 

of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on 

the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure 

the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

Lei Zhang, MD 



PREMIER ANESTHESIA MEDICAL GROUP 
3200 21 51 Street, Suite 301 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 
(661) 334-1958 

Chairman Dan Richard and 
Honorable Board Members 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attn. Mark Mcloughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 

Oversight 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey A venue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greezmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA 

Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

As a PREMIER ANESTHESIA MEDICAL GROUP_ at Mercy Hospital of Bakersfield, I 
am concerned about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital. 
The proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, 
and as an elevated train, reaches the level of the 4th floor which contains the Intensive 
Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry Unit. The impact on the floors 
below this level will be just as great given the unacceptably close proximity of the train 
tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main 
parking lot and medical office building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the 
path. 

As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures requires a setting free from noise 
and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over l 00 miles per hour will 
create noise, vibrations, and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing 
extremely delicate brain procedures use microscopes suspended from the ceilings of the 
OR's that will be adversely impacted by vibrations produced by these trains. Other 

surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will be 

also impacted. 

It is also a very serious concern intra-operatively, specially for patients undergoing 

surgery who will be under anesthesia in the Operating Rooms. There is a likely hood of 



causing hallucinations and delusions, thereby resulting in permanent damage to the 
patient one way or the other. 

The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the 
Intensive Care Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at 
high speed will create a poor scenario for these patients who require the most 
sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who are 
monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely 
impact by the trains. 

Two other units slated to open this summer are a Long-Term Acute Care Hospital 
(LT ACH) and an inpatient Cancer unit. L TACH patients are those that have medical 
conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of time, sometimes 
many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing 
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily 
impacted by the trains running at high speed past the hospital. 

There is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually 
past the hospital, but also during the construction phases of this project. There will 
tremendous impact from demolition of buildings on our property as well as adjacent 
properties. The types of demolition and site preparation methods are unknown and 
unaccounted for at this time. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, 
etc. during actual construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

The Rail Authority has not conducted the noise and vibration studies they promised to do, 
nor_have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. 
The health, safety, and well-being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by 
the imposition of the plan as it currently stands. Adopting the EIR without addressing 
these issues will be a failure of the obligation of the Authority to study and mitigate the 
impact high-speed rail will have on the patients of Mercy Hospital. I urge you to 
consider this carefully and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy 
Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its patients. 

Sincerely, 

The Doctors 
Premier Anesthesia Medical Group 



Richard Doan, .D. 

~ 
~Zii~. 
~~LvN/t. 

Y ~sef Shenouda, M.D. 

b~e~ 
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endra K. Raval, M.D. 

Debbie Scullon, CRNA 
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Central California Hospitalists+-
lntegrity, Quality, Dependability 

Sltaltti Sriwzstawz, M D 
Medical Director 

Dupalt Wulri, MD 

Matab Singlr, MD 

Munaltslri Sacluln1a, MD 

Adnan A/Slraer, MD 

Antlrony .Enmmolr, MD 

Chbroalr Vo/It, MD 

PO Box 12798, 
Bakersfield, CA-93389 

Ph (661)859-1186 
Fx (661)859-1209 

Chairman Dan Richan! and 
Honorable Board Members 
California High Speed Rail Authority 
1 no "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn. Marie McLoughlin 

Chairman Elliot and 
Honorable Board Members 
Surfilce Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator 
c/o Mr. David Valenstein 
Federal Railroad Administration 
MS-20, W38-303 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Horace Greczmiel 
Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20503 

Re: High Speed Rail Project 

Honorable Board Members: 

I am the Director of Hospitalist group (Hospital based Physicians) that cares for majority of the patients admitted in 
Mercy Hospital. Recently wc came across the plan of High Speed rail and its effect oo care of our patients in hospital. 
Me and my group physicians have discussed this issue in delail and as a physicians taking care of patients at Mercy 
Hospital of Bakersfield, wc arc cooccmed about the impact of the California High Speed Rail project on the hospital . 
The proposed rail alignment comes perilously close to the hospital, only 88 feet away, and as an elevated train, 
reaches the level of the 4 .. floor which contains the Intensive Care Unit, our Operating Rooms, and our Telemetry 
Unit The impact on the floors below this level will be just as great given the lDlacceptably close proximity of the 
train tracks. The proposed alignment comes so close to the hospital that the hospitals main parting lot and medical 
office building behind the hospital must be removed to clear the path. 

This becomes detrimental in patient care at several levels. As you can imagine, doing delicate surgical procedures 
requires a setting ftce from noise and from disruptions. Trains moving past the hospital at over 100 miles per hour 
will create noise, vibrations. and disruptions to surgical procedures. Neurosurgeons doing extremely delicate brain 
procedures use miaoscopes suspended from the ceilings of the OR's that will be adversely impacted by vibrations 
produced by these trains. Other surgeons using these same microscopes and minimally invasive optical systems will 
be also impacted. The noise and vibrations will also have an impact on the condition of patients in the Intensive Care 
Unit who may be just clinging to life. The continuous running of trains at high speed will aeate a poor scenario for 
these patients who require the most sophisticated care we render in a hospital. Patients on the Telemetry floors who 
arc monitored for heart conditions and other serious conditions will have their care adversely impact by the trains. 
Two other lDlits slated to open this summer arc a Long-Tenn Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) and an inpatient Cancer 
unit LTACH patients arc those that have medical conditions that require them to be on ventilators for long periods of 
time, sometimes many months. Inpatient Cancer patients are fighting for their lives undergoing chemotherapy, 
radiation, and surgical procedures. Both of these units will be heavily impacted by the trains runlling at high speed 
past the hospital. 

Then: is also concern not only for the long-term impacts of the trains running continually past the hospital, but also 
during the construction phases of this project 1bere will tremendous impact from demolition of buildings on our 
property as well as adjacent properties. The types of demolition and site preparation methods arc unknown and 
unacoolDlted for at this time. There will also be significant construction noise, vibrations, etc. during actual 
construction of the tracks and supporting structures. 

To the best of our knowledge, the Rail Authority has not conducted noise and vibration studies they promised to do, 
nor have they developed any mitigation plans for the impact of the trains on the hospital. The health, safety, and well ­
being of the patients of Mercy Hospital will be threatened by the imposition of the plan as it CUITC11tly stands. 
Adopting the EIR without addressing these ismJcs will be a faihm: of the obligation of the Authority to study and 
mitigate the impact high-speed rail will have on the patients ofMcrcy Hospital. I urge you to coosider this carefully 
and make an effort to ensure the project does not impact Mercy Hospital and the health, safety, and well-being of its 
patients. 

Sbakti Srivastava, MD 
Medical Director, Central California Hospitalists 
On behalf of my physician associates at Central California Hospitalists 



California Ivy League Preparatory Academy 
Preschool and Infant Center 

April 22, 2°014 

California High Speed Rail Authority 
1770 "L" Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE : High Speed Rail Project 

:&~011 Ashe Rd, Bakersfield, CA 
(Mtlt)8~2·8300 * calivyprep.org 

Gentlemen and Honorable Board Members: 

As a lifetime resident of the area, an involved community member, an owner of numerous businesses, and a 
member of the community board of Mercy Hospitals of Bakersfield, I would like to call to your attention a 
significant concern regarding the high-speed rail project and the Mercy Hospital located on Truxtun Avenue in 
Bakersfield . 

California would be far better off with a high-speed rail system which connects the major metropolitan areas of 
California. Our region will be helped, especially in the area of air quality, if successful mass transit is available to 
our citizens. Our worldwide reputation will be significantly enhanced if our high-speed rail is truly state-of-the-art 
and it is properly integrated into the. communities through which it passes. 

My current concern as it pertains to the high speed rail project is that the proposed path through Bakersfield will 
pass perilously close to the hospital. My understanding is that the trains will run less than 30 yards from our 
operating rooms and intensive care unit. This would effectively close the hospital on Truxtun Avenue, as it would 
no longer be a viable location for surgery. I know that history shows us a hospital like Mercy Truxtun can not 
survive the extremely difficult market of hospital care without a surgery operating center or an intensive care unit. 

Additionally, Mercy Hospital has served our community well for over 100 years and is currently in the process of 
opening a long-term acute care hospital and an inpatient cancer care unit. Both these additions are importantly 
critical to the health of our community. Bakersfield, faces enough challenges in healthcare outcomes without the 
loss of an important part of our delivery system. Unfortunately, our immediate area already is ranked the least 
among all areas in the nation in healthcare outcomes. Causing us to lose this important hospital will only condemn 
the areas poorest and most vulnerable citizens to worse health care not better. 

Finally, it is my understanding that the staff at Mercy Hospital has taken the word of responsible members of 
management of the California High Speed Rail Authority in regard to a scientific study of noise and vibration, which 
was never implemented or completed . Without a scientific basis to proceed with the assurance of our hospital's 
well-being, the Authority is truly putting our community and our hospital in jeopardy. I would humbly request a 
re-thinking of the current circumstance. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~~-~~- ~~~~~~~~~---

Edward R. Paine 


