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January 22, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

Attn: Victoria J. Rutson

Chief, Section of Investment Analysis

395 East Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20423-001



Re: Finance Document No. 35087

Dear Ms. Rutson:


I am writing to you in connection with the proposed acquisition of the Elgin Joliet & Eastern Railroad (“EJER”) by the Canadian National Railroad (“CN”).  We are residents of the Village of Frankfort, Illinois, and this proposed acquisition will directly and adversely affect the peaceful enjoyment of our home.  Aberdeen Road on which we live lies adjacent to the northern edge of the EJER and runs parallel to it for two miles westerly beginning at Harlem Avenue.  Houses were built along both sides of Aberdeen Road mostly in the 1960s and 1970s.  The backyards of the houses on the south side of Aberdeen Road back up directly against the railroad embankment.  I would estimate that some of those houses are as little as 60 feet from the embankment.  Our house is on the north side of Aberdeen Road approximately 100 yards from the railroad embankment.  The only entrance to Aberdeen Road is off Harlem avenue.  That entrance is only about 100 feet north of the railroad crossing.  Harlem is a two lane road heavily traveled by car traffic going to and from subdivisions to the south.


When we purchased our lot in the 1960s, we were told that the EJER was a seldom used line that would not cause any disruption to those living along it.  That turned out to be true.  Traffic on the line consisted of a few coal trains each week bound for the steel mills.  In the last few years, however, traffic has increased.  The local newspaper reports an average of 5 to 6 trains a day.  Its hard to keep count, because many of the trains come through at night.  Sometimes 3 in succession.  I think the increase in traffic is due to the purchase of the old Joliet Arsenal by big money interests that have turned it into what they call an Intermodal facility.


The increased traffic has been a nuisance, but even more so is the change in the character of the trains.  We are now being subjected to the auditory assault of roaring diesel engines from some of the current train traffic.  The noise is so loud that it reverberates off the houses around us causing the sound to come from all directions making you feel like the train is coming right through your living room.  When the trains come through now, you are bound to wake if asleep and certainly can't hear the TV or radio until they pass.  Based on what I experience, I would hate to live in a house on the south side of Aberdeen Road.


The trains also create mini-earthquakes.  We have a well-built house, but when the trains come through they create a seismic wave that shakes our foundation, makes the walls creak, and even induces objects to rattle along with the rumbling of the trains.  Then there are the trains that stop on the embankment.  When starting up, they seem to pull these trains a little bit, then a little bit more, then a little bit more.  As the slack between the cars is taken up, the cars bang into each other.  This sets off a  BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! -- all the way down the line.  I feel like I am on the Russian front and an artillery bombardment is beginning.


Aside from noise and vibration, we have a congestion situation when it comes to turning off Harlem on to Aberdeen Road.  If a train crossing Harlem avenue takes more than a couple minutes, the cars quickly pile up.  It only takes a few stopped cars at the crossing to cut off access to Aberdeen Road.  This means you have to wait until the train clears and the cars unpack to get home.  Sometimes this can be 30 minutes.


Now that you know what the current environment is let us address the proposal of Canadian National.  We are being told to expect and increase in traffic to 28 or more trains per day.  The trains will be longer, heavier, with larger, noisier engines.  Trains a mile long are expected to pass over the Harlem Avenue crossing if CN takes over.  This means that all of the occasional effects that we incur each day will be almost a constant barge all day long.  Now, how are we going to live with that?  More to the point, why should we be subjected to that?


I can easily foresee the entrance to Aberdeen Road being blocked every time I come home.  Would you be willing to wait 30 minutes to turn down your street every time you come home?  Let's put the shoe on the other foot.  Let us say that I own a very long car, and I want to drive back and forth across the EJER at Harlem 28 times a day and take 30 minutes doing it.   Think the railroad would have something to say about that?  Let us say that I am not a railroad, but I have a very loud car with no muffler.  Could I sit outside your house and rev my engine 28 times a day without you complaining?  How about if I did the same outside the house of the US Steel president?  Think that he would complain?  You know that both of you would put a stop to it.  The EJER is like a local road that someone wants to turn into a superhighway for their own profit.  This acquisition needs to be stopped.  The kind of traffic being proposed does not belong on the EJER .


In the 1990s, the Navy proposed to ship jellied gasoline from old nalplam bombs on the EJER to a recycling plant in East Chicago.  The plan was stopped by Illinois Governor, then Congressman, Rod Blagojevich, on the grounds that it was too dangerous because of the residential character of the areas adjacent to the EJER.  I dare say that much of what CN will be shipping in large quantity down the EJER is more dangerous than jellied gasoline.  If the residential character of the area surrounding the EJER makes it inappropriate for use by our own Navy, then it is certainly inappropriate for use by the Canadians in the way they propose.


I don't know what the Board's criteria is for approving this acquisition, but if it is the

welfare of the American people, then it must be rejected.







Sincerely, 







Mary Burt Kocian

