Ms. Anne K. Quinlan, Esq.

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

395 E. Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423






June 26, 2008

Re:  Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Acting Secretary Quinlan:

As part of the above finance docket filing, CN indicates that it wants to buy another railroad, the EJ&E, in order to relieve freight congestion in the Chicago area.  As a CN employee, a concerned taxpayer, and a resident of the Southwest suburbs, I urge you to complete the Environmental Impact Study and approve their purchase as soon as possible.   It is a well thought-out plan that will benefit the entire Chicago area despite what many people are saying.  It will relieve congestion, it will keep Chicago as a vital transportation hub, it will cut down on pollution, conserve fuel, save taxes, improve a lot of the current infrastructure, save motorists time, etc.

I have heard many false rumors such as it only benefits a Canadian company and that it will be only U.S. taxpayers paying for this in the long run.  While CN is a Canadian company, it also owns many well-known U.S. companies, such as the infamous Illinois Central Railroad (which I technically work for), the Grand Trunk Railroad, Wisconsin Central Railroad, etc. who employ thousands of employees like myself and who pays very competitive wages & benefits.  In this economy, we need more employers like CN and good paying jobs in general.  This purchase will provide efficiencies for CN who unlike most employers, passes those savings down to their employees in the form of bonuses, etc. who then will spend more in the local economy helping out the entire Chicago area.  CN is also going to be making many local infrastructure improvements on their own dime to help out the affected communities.  Currently these communities have the EJ&E running through their towns, but have to make any improvements themselves on the taxpayer’s dime.  This will change if CN is allowed to purchase the EJ&E, as CN will be paying for most of the needed improvements.  While traffic may go up with a CN purchase in the outlying suburbs, it will be more than offset by a decrease in congestion for the entire Chicago area.  A lot of these people who live in the suburbs forget that they also travel to Chicago to work or to enjoy other activities on their days off.  Pollution from cars waiting for trains also drifts from Chicago to these outlying suburbs.  They also pay more for fuel as these idling cars consume more fuel waiting for trains to get through the congested Chicago train yards.

CN also will be replacing most of the EJ&E locomotives with their own equipment which is much quieter, less polluting, and overall better for the environment.  In most cases, they only need one CN locomotive to pull the same length of train while the older EJ&E locomotives need 2 locomotives.  The EJ&E locomotives burn more fuel and are much noisier.  For those people worried about safety, that is the number 1 guiding principal that CN works by.  We can’t leave a file drawer open or run up the stairs without being reminded that it’s a safety violation.  CN will run their trains on the EJ&E line in a very safe manner.  Most of the accidents I hear of involving people or kids getting hurt or killed on railroad tracks is due to people trespassing on railroad property doing stupid things and/or are not watching their kids.  It is usually not the railroads’ fault. Railroad traffic is much safer than automobile or truck traffic and is definitely a lot more fuel-efficient. We need a lot more fuel-efficiencies like this to reduce our dependence on foreign oil, reduce pollution, improve our economy, etc.  We’re getting to the point of total gridlock on both the roads in Chicago and in the Chicago railroad yards and this purchase would go a long way at alleviating a lot of that gridlock. 

For those people that live along the tracks, complaining and worried that there will be increased noise, I don’t buy that argument.  I live near the Metra tracks in Orland Park and it is not a problem.  While there will be some increased traffic in some of these outlying suburbs, they will be getting much quieter trains.  Also, did they not know that there would be some noise from passing trains when they moved there?  The same argument holds true for people moving by airports.  Don’t move there if you don’t want to hear any noise.  In most cases, the trains were there before you.

Another concern is that emergency equipment like fire trucks and ambulances won’t be able to get through in certain areas.  If that’s a legitimate concern and there are no other alternatives, I’m sure CN will be more than happy to work with the affected suburbs to make infrastructure improvements to eliminate that concern.  CN does not like to be a bad neighbor. Many of their employees live in the affected areas and CN would not wish to put them in danger either.  When emergencies arise such as Katrina, CN is usually among the first to lend a helping hand, donate money / resources, lend employees to help, etc.  CN cares about their employees and the communities it operates in.  I can’t say that about all the companies that I’ve worked for in the past.

Please make this transaction happen as soon as possible.  It is the right thing to do and is what the majority of the people living in and around Chicago want even if they’re not the most vocal. 

Sincerely,

Colleen Corbin

10670 Golf Road

Orland Park, Illinois 60462

CC:  The Honorable Richard J. Durbin

         The Honorable Barack Obama

         The Honorable Judy Biggert

