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January 29, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson Ball,

I am writing you as a concerned resident of the Village of Hoffman Estates, Illinois.  The proposed acquisition of the EJ&E railroad by Canadian National and its projected increase in freight traffic will negatively impact my daily life.  I urge you to thoroughly evaluate all environmental issues that affect the Village of Hoffman Estates residents when you consider the acquisition by Canadian National.  I would like to commend the Surface Transportation Board for soliciting public input for the Environmental Impact Statement.  Following are some issues that are important to me as a resident of the Village of Hoffman Estates.

I am most concerned about safety at the at-grade crossing of the EJ&E railroad tracks at Shoe Factory Road, which is an important east/west link for the Village.  Residents, businesses, school buses and emergency vehicles use this road on a daily basis.  There is also a trail crossing at this location that is used by bicycles and pedestrians.  The congestion, fuel consumption, and safety impacts to these users should be considered during your evaluation.  The only alternative east-west routes to bypass this train crossing requires a minimum of 2 miles of additional driving to reach a destination.  This is more than an inconvenience for those on their way to work, school, or a scheduled appointment.  The time concern is even greater for any emergency vehicle.

I am also concerned about “homeland security” issues, which intensify when another country (Canada) is allowed to purchase land use and rights across a number of states through our major land transportation system.  With current concerns about terrorism, both Canada and United States need to be particularly attentive to maintaining border controls.  We have just begun to implement requirements for any individual to have a valid passport to cross our northern and southern borders. What is prevent a single terrorist or group to just hop on to any number of trains to carry out activities that could severely impact the health and safety of the citizens of our country. 

This acquisition could completely put an end to the proposed future of the STAR Line commuter rail.  Suburban communities have been developing west from Chicago at a steady rapid rate.  The far west suburbs already need and have been planning for the development of this mass transportation system.  In fact, community planning commissions have been taking the STAR commuter rail system into consideration when approving future development of its streets, housing developments, shopping areas, and entertainment centers.

The EJ&E tracks run adjacent to residential neighborhoods, community parks, and a forest preserve at this western edge of the Village of Hoffman Estates, These amenities were important factors in deciding to move to this area.  Please consider the effects of the freight traffic on noise and vibrations (especially for night time operations), air quality, emissions, and the impact to area wildlife.  I am concerned about the health and safety of children and other residents who live in these neighborhoods, and those who use the parks and forest preserve.  These areas are used daily for walking, playing, jogging, biking, picnics, and nature studies.

Finally, the information provided by the Canadian National indicates projections for the next three years.  More long-range projections need to be conducted, particularly for areas where housing and shopping developments are in the planning stages or under construction. As a resident who moved to this area for its amenities, it is important to me that our health, safety, community services, public forestry areas, and property values be maintained.

Sincerely,

Joan M. Gazdic

